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THE next edition of the Folk Federa-
tion’s member magazine, Cornstalk, 
is the August - September edition due 
out in August. The deadline for con-
tributions is 12th July, 2017. Please 
send in your contributions (articles, 
reviews, event announcements, 
photos, tunes, opinions, questions 
etc.), to lyrebird52@bigpond.com 
Coral Vorbach (The Editor
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
As a practising folk musician I’m often in awe of those musicians who 
can actually make a reasonable living out of playing music. It has to be 
one of the most difficult areas of the arts to generate an income and 
consequently from which to support oneself let alone a family, a mort-
gage, a car and all the other expenses arising from normal living.

Finding a niche within the mainstream culture certainly helps 
and it is one of the ‘things to do’. However, the work involved 
in keeping the contacts current and the work flowing in is never-
ending and can be exhausting of both energy and creative tal-
ent. I think it is fair to say that only a small number of us man-
age this without doing things other than on-stage performing. 

The popular adage of musicians needing a multitude of ‘strings to the 
bow’ is indeed pertinent and perhaps may be the only way to be able 
to survive in the performing arts regardless of genre. The question, of 
course, is which strings do I add? What is there that will keep me interested 
and not take me away from music as a most important part of my life? Some 
manage to work full time in quite demanding jobs and do music in the evenings 
and on the weekends with significant levels of success. Others find work in the indus-
try that relates to their first interest in music and they can be happy doing this. Some work on a casual basis, part-
time or on a contract basis to support ‘their habit’. The permutations of choice can be rather large and examining the 
creative lives of those whom we consider to be ‘successful’ in music is a great way to generate ideas for ourselves.

The pursuit of ‘success’ can sometimes lead to despair. I remember recently having a conversation with an old musical 
friend and collaborator about this point of ‘success’. He was feeling a bit low about his apparent ‘lack of success’ as a 
musician. If it is defined in terms of financial gain then success can be really elusive. It may need to be defined in other 
ways, especially when it comes to music and especially when it comes to folk music specifically. When I questioned 
my friend about success in music he was stumped for a while. I asked if it meant doing 3 or 4 gigs a week or weekend? 
His answer was ‘no’. Did it mean earning substantial amounts through performing or recording, session work etc. His 
answer was ‘that would be nice’. On continuing the discussion the issue of success came out of a rather surprising 
place. It is whether or not we have achieved artistically what it is that we set out to achieve in our musical careers. For 
some, I would imagine, it may be a reasonably steady income and the need to not have to work outside of the indus-
try. For others it may be having a good income through satisfying work in the industry. I remember my time with the 

Musica Viva Music in Schools Program 
being one of those times. I was with them 
for a number of years. Unfortunately 
funding has been reduced to many of these 
types of programmes and musos are now 
left very much to their own designs.

When my friend examined what he meant 
by ‘success’ he became aware that he had, 
in fact, succeeded in many different ways. 
There was the key for him. 

I know other musicians who are at the pin-
nacle of their art. One in particular comes to 
mind. He is an academic teaching music in 
an Australian university. He takes an espe-

cially diverse approach to his music and is comfortable playing Western Classical, virtually any genre of folk and will have a 
go at anything placed in front of him. I’m sure he would see himself as successful and I would certainly agree. For me I would 
say that is where I would have liked to have been. However, early experience and support of parents can be critical when it 
comes to being able to generate a life like that. By the way, while this particular man is at the pinnacle he is also extraordinarily 
humble to boot. The true sign of a proficient musician at the top of his game. 

The message from me for this edition of the Cornstalk is to stay afloat, enjoy what you do, revel in your achievements and rec-
ognise anything that you may regard as a ‘failure’ as the challenge to overcome next time around. If you feel yourself despair-
ing or starting to feel the strain of ‘the black dog’ at the leash, recognise it and connect up with someone you like. 

One of the wonderful elements of life as a folkie especially is our capacity to well look after and support our own. Let’s count 
that as ‘success in the industry’ overall and let’s all aspire to continuing that way of life amongst us.Until next time.

Andy Busuttil
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Dates for your diary                                 June - July 2017
Metropolitan

June
Thursday 1st June
Petersham Bowling Club. MARY 
COUGHLAN, marycoughlanmusic.com, 
Ireland's First Lady of Jazz and Blues, 
makes a welcome return to Sydney, with 
two shows at the Club. Since last here in 
2013, she has released a new album, ‘Scars 
on the Calendar’, her first album of new 
material since ‘The House of Ill Repute’ 
in 2008. Mary has reunited with long-time 
collaborator and producer Erik Visser for 
their ninth album together. 77 Brighton St. 
8pm. $36 booked, trybooking.com/262762, 
$40 on the door. 9569 4639

Friday 2nd June
Illawarra Folk Club. MARY 
COUGHLAN TRIO (Ireland). Support 
TBA. City Diggers Wollongong, 82 Church 
St. 7.30-10.30pm. $30, $25. 1300 887 034, 
illawarrafolkclub.org.au

Humph Hall. BLANCH NURHADI 
DUO (classical guitar) and JOHANNA 
KNOECHEL (mezzo soprano). A classical 
double bill. 85 Allambie Rd, Allambie 
Heights. 7pm. Entry by donation. Seating 
limited, booking recommended. Wayne 9939 
8802, wayne@humphhall.org.

Saturday 3rd June

The Shack. PAT DRUMMOND. 
Formidable writer, entertainer, and 
communicator, who writes songs about 
instantly recognisable characters: whose 
experiences reflect the lives of just about 
every Australian, from sophisticated 
city-dwellers to no-nonsense bush people. 
Among many awards, received 2016 
Songmaker Award, Tamworth Country 
Music Festival, for lifetime achievement in 
Songwriting. His tours include a national 
tour with England's Ralph McTell. + Distant 
Sons. The loose comfort of a Bluegrass 
foundation, with the ghost of Bill Monroe 

a-hoverin' and the harmonies of Old Crow 
Medicine Show a-ringin'. + Nick and Jazz 
- piano and vocal duo; a wide range of 
popular contemporary music. The Music 
Lounge, upstairs from Mimmo's Pizza, 642 
Pittwater Rd, Brookvale. Tickets $25: 
trybooking.com/282836. jenfromtheshack@
yahoo.com.au, Rhonda 0413 635 856.

Beecroft Bush Dance, with SOUTHERN 
CROSS. Dances taught & called. Beecroft 
Com Ctr, Beecroft Rd, cnr Copeland Rd 
(opp. Fire Stn). 7.30-11.30pm. $19, $17, 
Bush Music Club members $14, includes 
supper. Sigrid 9980 7077, Wilma 9489 5594

Petersham Bowling Club. MARY 
COUGHLAN TRIO. 77 Brighton St. 8pm. 
$36 booked, trybooking.com/262762, $40 
on the door. 9569 4639

Sunday 4th June
Camelot Lounge. MIC CONWAY'S 
NATIONAL JUNK BAND, with 
'Vaudevillia' (new edition). Very special 
guests, ukulele maestro AZO BELL, and 
lots of clowning around with Jean Paul Bell. 
Music, magic, comedy, sight gags, fire-
eating, mayhem, some very funny songs. 
Vaudeville style, where 'everything new will 
be old again' - the most bizarre experience 
you will have all year. Delicious food (incl. 
pizza!) available. Fully licensed - NO 
BYO. Under-18s must be with adult. 19 
Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 8pm (doors 
7pm). $22.90 booked (stickytickets.com.
au/35525); $27.90 at door.

Petersham Bowling Club. CAFÉ OF 
THE GATE OF SALVATION.  Foot-
stompin' Gospel. 77 Brighton St, 4pm. 
Tickets; trybooking.com/pvle $20, $15; 
<12s free.
Thursday 8th June
Sutherland Acoustic. RALPH 
GRAHAM: has been a front-man, side-
man, on guitar and bass and always comes 
out singing. Toured and recorded with John 
Williamson and Digger Revell; formed and 
led Celtic Rock band Eureka! for 10 years. 
Memorable covers and originals, some 
tried and tested, some hot off the press. +  
DENNIS AUBREY: has sung with guitar 
in bars, pubs and on the street most of his 
life. Some character filled originals from 
his CD - heartfelt, jocular or just fun to sing 
along. His Aubrey and Purton band is quite 
a hit around Sydney pubs. Dennis travels 
to the country, teaching ukulele to ‘keen as 
mustard’ community groups. A set each, 
then joint finale. Raffles. Tradies Gymea, 
cnr Kingsway and Manchester Rd. 7.30pm. 
$10. Jenny 9576 2301
Saturday 10th June
Humph Hall. OFFBEAT (NBSC) is a 
Jazz Impro Program for bands based at 
the Northern Beaches Secondary College.  

Three bands, under the tutelage of renowned 
Australian composer Colin Bright, focus 
specifically on improvisation playing 
jazz standards, blues, funk & original 
compositions. 85 Allambie Rd, Allambie 
Hts. 4pm. Entry by donation. Seating limited, 
booking. 9939 8802,wayne@humphhall.org.

Tuesday 13th June
The Red Rattler. WHIM 'N RHYTHM 
SING FOR SYDNEY. Yale University’s 
prestigious all-female a cappella group, with 
a repertoire from upbeat jazz standards to 
classic show tunes, from contemporary pop 
hits to traditional folk ballads. Something for 
everyone! Event for all ages. Before & after 
show, merchandise tables, delicious vegan 
nibblies (courtesy of MAKER), for sale, and 
drinks at the bar. Raffle. Profits go towards 
The Sydney Feminists (sydneyfeminists.
org) educational outreach programs. 
6 Faversham St, Marrickville. 7-8pm 
(doors 6.30). $15 +bf. Bookings essential: 
eventbrite.com.au. Enq, Tessa 0422 430 079

Wednesday 14th June
Camelot Lounge. THE SPOOKY MEN'S 
CHORALE. Everybody’s favourite 
choir – Australia's most entertaining choir! 
Hilarious, moving, a truly incredible 
experience. Inspired by the great Georgian 
male choirs, they were formed in the Blue 
Mountains in 2001 by Christchurch-born 
deerstalker-topped impresario Stephen 
Taberner, and have single-handedly 
redefined men's singing in the interim. 
“While superficially a comedy act, the 
Spooky Men are also fine close harmony 
singers, their tuning, timing and dynamics 
impeccable.” The Independent (London). 
19 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 9pm 
(doors 7pm). Tickets $32.90, $27.90, at 
stickytickets.com.au/15390.

Thursday 15th June
Camelot Lounge. THE SPOOKY 
MEN'S CHORALE. Details as above. 
19 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 9pm 
(doors 7pm). Tickets $32.90, $27.90, at 
stickytickets.com.au/15390

Brass Monkey. DANIEL 
CHAMPAGNE. 115a Cronulla 
St, Cronulla. Bookings: 9544 3844, 
brassmonkey.com.au

Friday 16th June
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Folk Club. 1917 
Strike! Celebrating centenary of the 
Great Strike - one of our greatest class 
conflicts. Stories and songs from the time 
and new songs, to commemorate this 
significant part of Australia's history, much 
of it untold or forgotten. Created by PP 
Cranney, Musical Direction by Christina 
Mimmocchi, performed by CHLOE AND 
JASON ROWETH, CHRISTINA, AND 
CATHERINE GOLDEN, narration by 
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PPCranney: “best thing I’ve seen on the 
folk scene for years” - Peter Hicks. + Chloe 
and Jason, with new CD, The Roar of the 
Crowd. Voices of convicts, bushrangers, 
First Australians, soldiers, and activists for 
peace, workers’ rights and the elusive 'fair 
go'; and from earliest colonial days - Frank 
the Poet, and the Great Anon. Beatrice 
Taylor Hall, rear Willow Park Community 
Centre, 25 Edgeworth David Ave, Hornsby. 
8pm. $15. BYO drinks & nibbles; tea & 
coffee provided. Candle lit venue, tables can 
be booked. Further info & table bookings: 
Barry bpparks@tpg.com.au 9807 9497

Duke's Place. Australian Songs in concert 
and session. (3rd Friday.) PETER HICKS, 
peterhicks.com.au. Bush Music Club, 
Tritton Hall (Hut 44), Community Centre, 
142 Addison Rd, Marrickville. 8pm (doors 
7.30), followed by singing session 10-
11.30pm (gates close midnight). $10, bring 
songs, drinks, nibblies. Sandra 9358 4886, 
bushmusicclub.blogspot.com.au

Brass Monkey. ALL OUR EXES LIVE 
IN TEXAS. 115a Cronulla St, Cronulla. 
Bookings: 9544 3844, brassmonkey.com.au

Saturday 17th June
Wentworth Falls. JOE AND 
HARMONY’S TRIPPY HIPPY BAND 
(joeandharmony.com), celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of San Francisco’s Summer 
of Love with a big concert in the peaceful 
Blue Mountains. There is a resurgence of 
interest in the era and the revolutionary 
music made between 1960 and 1972 - the 
music of peace and love that beamed out to 
all corners of the globe at its peak in 1967, 
from groovy psychedelic tunes to hard-
hitting anthems of social comment. The 
Trippy Hippy Band faithfully reproduces 
this music. Introspective, reflective songs, 
others you can dance or jump around to, 
songs to sing along to. Kindlehill School 
Amphitheatre, 8 Lake St. Soft drinks and 
snacks on sale. 7.30pm. $25, $21, kids $5. 
To reserve seats: Paul Buckberry 0432 632 
057, paulbuckberry@gmail.com

Sunday 18th June
Petersham Bowling Club. TONY 
MCMANUS, 'the best Celtic guitarist in the 
world', with renowned Scottish traditional 
singer, FIONA ROSS, launching their 
brand new album, ‘Clyde’s Water’. Their 
only Sydney show! A superb example of 
the traditional style, their album and their 
concerts bring together Fiona’s honest, 
evocative singing and Tony’s unrivalled 
guitar playing to showcase Scots song in all 
its richness and diversity. 77 Brighton St, 
Petersham. 6pm. $26 booked, trybooking.
com/276280; $30 on the door. 9569 4639

Dance Workshop. Contra - Rerun. Main 
Hall, Pennant Hills Com. Ctr, 70 Yarrara Rd. 
2-5pm. $5. Water, tea, coffee avail. Dinner 

together afterwards at Hotel Pennant Hills, 
hotelpennanthills.com.au. 0420 913 934, 
keith-wood.name/danceworkshops.html

Saturday 24th June
The Loaded Dog. MARGARET AND 
BOB FAGAN. Original members of 
Australia’s pre-eminent folk music family, 
The Fagans, they have delighted audiences 
here and abroad for many years with their 
strong blend of politically-edged traditional 
and contemporary songs coupled with 
lyrical ballads. Their harmony work is 
legendary. + GERRY MYERSON, with 
anything from Child ballads to childish 
parodies learned in the schoolyard, from 
traditional Appalachian songs to 1960s 
protest songs, from Tom Lehrer to Stan 
Rogers. A mild-mannered mathematics 
lecturer by day, he becomes a mild-
mannered folksinger by night. Back 
Hall, Annandale Neighbourhood Ctr, 79 
Johnston St. 8pm (doors 7.40). $20, $18. 
BYO, supper avail. Sandra 9358 4886, 
theloadeddog.org.au

Centro CBD. DEN HANRAHAN AND 
THE RUM RUNNERS, launching 
brand new live CD 'Smoke and Mirrors'. 
Ballads, laments, reckless dirges from 
Hanrahan’s songbook of the open road - he 
loves Americana music. Fabulous band: 
DAVE O'NEILL (mando, fiddle), MATT 
NIGHTINGALE (double bass), ZENA 
YEOH ARMSTRONG (percussion), 
PETER LOGUE (accordion). + ZUMPA, 
with DAVID DE SANTI making a 
welcome return to Illawarra, and Bernie 
and Mark: Italian good tunes to accompany 
good food, wine and dance. + FRED 
SMITH, best wordsmith in Australia, 
just getting better and better - with songs 
arresting, insightful and packed full of gritty 
detail. Burelli St, Wollongong. 7pm. Dinner 
& Show (main meal only), $55; Show only, 
$25. Tickets at trybooking.com/280591.

Troubadour Folk Club. CHRIS CADY 
& KENT DANIEL. CWA Hall, 
The Boulevard, Woy Woy (opp. 
Fisherman’s Wharf). 7-10.30pm. $15, 
$13, $10. Enq Michael & Ina 4342 
6716, mail.info@troubadour.org.au.

Sunday 25th June
Humph Hall. VOV DYLAN (Australia’s 
Andre Rieu) and GLENN AMER (the voice 
of Mario Lanza and the fingers of Liberace). 
Sentimental Journey - through over 100 
years of songs from ‘light classical delights’ 
to the standards of ‘the American songbook’ 
through to the Musical Theatre hits of recent 
years. 85 Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights. 
Extra Show: 5.30pm (2pm sold out). Entry 
by donation. Seating limited, booking highly 
rec. 9939 8802, wayne@humphhall.org.

Centro CBD. DEN HANRAHAN AND 

THE RUM RUNNERS; ZUMPA; 
FRED SMITH. Details as above.

July
Saturday 1st July
Beecroft Bush Dance, with BAD 
WALLABY, and caller David Potter. 
Dances taught and called. Beecroft 
Community Centre, Beecroft Rd, cnr 
Copeland Rd (opp. Fire Stn). 7.30-11.30pm. 
$19, $17, Bush Music Club members $14, 
includes supper. Sigrid 9980 7077, Wilma 
9489 5594

The Shack. SAKO DERMENJIAN, 
versatile young guitarist from Wollongong, 
originally classically trained. + OLIVER 
DOWNES TRIO - singer songwriter 
who blends intricate percussive piano with 
soaring melodies and thought-provoking 
lyrics, combining a double bass and violin. 
+ SEANCHAS. The Music Lounge, 
upstairs from Mimmo's Pizza, 642 Pittwater 
Rd, Brookvale. Tickets $25: trybooking.
com. Jen jenfromtheshack@yahoo.com.au, 
Rhonda 0413 635 856.

Thirroul Railway Institute Hall, 
BLUEGRASS PARKWAY (WA), For 
almost 30 years, authentic acoustic bluegrass 
music, in original 1940s style via a single 
microphone. 7.30pm. $20 at the door. Mark 
0413 373 596, markballesi@hotmail.com

Marrickville Golf Club, JULY 
TÁNCHÁZ, with Kengugró, and live 
music by The Transylvaniacs. Dances from 
Transylvania, Hungary & Slovakia; led 
by Bandi Kocsis & special guests from 
Hungary. Family friendly. All welcome. 
Bistro for meals, bar for drinks. Wharf 
St. 7pm till midnight. $20, $15, family 
$45, under-15s $5, under-5s free. Enq 
kengugro@hotmail.com.

Sunday 2nd July
Petersham Bowling Club, BLUEGRASS 
PARKWAY (WA). Authentic bluegrass 
music in the original style of Bill Monroe & 
his Bluegrass Boys! Fresh from their second 
Bluegrass Music Cruise as well as a third 
tour of the US. Over 30 years, bluegrass in 
its most authentic form - around a single 
microphone. Paul Duff (mandolin), Donal 
Baylor (fiddle), Mick O’Neill (banjo), 
Wayne Perry (guitar), Maria Duff (double 
bass, violin). 77 Brighton St. 6pm. $21. 
Book: trybooking.com/282804 9569 4639

Troubadour Folk Club. ANNA SALLEH 
& GUY STRAZZ. A superb evening of 
Bossa Nova & Brazillian music. Local & 
visiting performers welcome. CWA Hall, 
The Boulevard, Woy Woy (opp. Fisherman’s 
Wharf). 7-10.30pm. $15, $13, $10. Michael 
& Ina Fine 4342 6716, mail.bookings@
troubadour.org.au
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Friday 7th July
Easy International Dance, with André 
van de Plas (Holland). André, a superlative 
dance teacher, frequently tours Australia 
and New Zealand. Jannali Community Hall, 
Jannali Ave. 10am - 3pm. Kaye 9528 4813 
okaye@optusnet.com.au

Illawarra Folk Club. HUMBUG 
(Canberra). + SLIM DIME (Melb.). City 
Diggers Wollongong, 82 Church St. 7.30-
10.30pm. 1300 887 034, illawarrafolkclub.org.au

Saturday 8th July
Humph Hall (humphhall.org). STRING 
THEORIES - GLENN SKARRATT 
(guitar, mandolin), JAMES CHURCH 
(dobro), SIMON WATTS (violin, viola). 
Unique sound, rich and evocative with 
instrumentals and vocal songs inspired by 
great acoustic players such as Bela Fleck, 
Jerry Douglas, Chris Thile and Edgar 
Myer. Music drawing on broad influences, 
reminiscent of classical, jazz rock, bluegrass, 
Irish and more, but falling into none of 
these categories. 85 Allambie Rd, Allambie 
Heights. 7pm. Entry by donation. Seating 
limited, booking recommended. Wayne 
9939 8802, wayne@humphhall.org

Sunday 9th July
Gasoline Pony. GOLDEN WHISTLER. 
DUO, performing old time, blues & gospel, 
enjoyable now as when first composed. 115 
Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 5pm (doors 
from 3pm). 9569 2668, 0401 002 333

Friday 14th July
Duke's Place. Australian Songs in concert 
and session - with ERIC EISLER and 
NANCY NICHOLLS. Bush Music Club, 
Tritton Hall (Hut 44), Community Centre, 
142 Addison Rd, Marrickville. 8pm (doors 
7.30), followed by singing session 10-
11.30pm (gates close midnight). $10, bring 
songs, drinks, nibblies. Sandra 9358 4886, 
bushmusicclub.blogspot.com.au

Saturday 15th July
Central Coast Dance. Rags and Contra 
Theme with JH Dance Band. Dances taught 
and called by John Short. All welcome! East 
Gosford Progress Hall, cnr Henry Parry Drive 
& Wells St. 7.30-11pm. $20, incl. supper, 
CCBDMA members $15, studs (13-18) $10, 
<12s $7. annemareeturner@hotmail.com.

Sunday 16th July
Dance Workshop. Contra - Novelty. Main 
Hall, Pennant Hills Com. Ctr, 70 Yarrara Rd. 
2-5pm. $5. Water, tea, coffee avail. Dinner 
together afterwards at Hotel Pennant Hills, 
hotelpennanthills.com.au. 0420 913 934, 
keith-wood.name/danceworkshops.html

Friday 21st July
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Folk Club. 
PETE MCMAHON, together with 

SUE MCMAHON, BAD WALLABY, 
HEARTDUST. PETE MCMAHON 
& friends (his foes are not available & 
wouldn’t help him if they were!). Back 
at Hornsby Folk Club after a slight pause 
(25 years), with a show that condenses 
44 years of unremitting self flagellation, 
called a career in music. Pete has been 
able to blackmail several brave colleagues 
into joining him. Beatrice Taylor Hall, 
rear Willow Park Community Centre, 25 
Edgeworth David Ave, Hornsby. 8pm. $15. 
BYO drinks & nibbles; tea & coffee prov. 
Candle lit venue, tables can be booked. 
Further information & table bookings: Barry 
Parks bpparks@tpg.com.au 9807 9497

Saturday 22nd July
The Loaded Dog. Parodies with PHYL 
LOBL and PAUL SPENCER and cast of 
thousands. Phyl - singer, songwriter, teacher 
- has been a performer at Folk Festivals 
since just before the first NFF in 1967. She 
calls herself a Cultural Maintenance Worker, 
documenting the Australian Experience 
through folklore. Paul writes quirky comic 
political songs to entertain the activist in 
you or re-energise the jaded cynic (and 
sometimes to indulge the cynic, for a bit of 
fun). Using folk tunes and original tunes, 
his songs come from the experience of 
the social change movement and of living 
in a world that’s so beautiful, so alarming 
& so inspiring. Back Hall, Annandale 
Neighbourhood Ctr, 79 Johnston St. 8pm 
(drs 7.40). $20, $18. BYO, supper available. 
Sandra 9358 4886, theloadeddog.org.au

Humph Hall. RACHEL COLLIS 
performing with a string quartet. Acclaimed 
for her songwriting and storytelling, 
songstress Rachel Collis will be showcasing 
her skills as composer and arranger for string 
quartet. Over the years Rachel has arranged 
and recorded many of her songs with string 
quartet, but she has yet to experience the joy 
of performing these arrangements live on 
stage. 85 Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights. 
7pm. Entry by donation. Seating limited, 
booking recommended. Wayne 9939 8802, 
wayne@humphhall.org.

Troubadour Folk Club. ANNA SELLEH 
& GUY STRAZZ (AUST.). A superb 
evening of Bossa Nova & Brazillian 
music. CWA Hall, The Boulevard, 
Woy Woy (opp. Fisherman’s Wharf). 
7-10.30pm. $15, $13, $10. Michael 
and Ina Fine 4342 6716, mail.
bookings@troubadour.org.au

Regional and ACT
June

Saturday 3rd June
Blues Night with Nat Thoroughgood, Tracy 
Dundon, Chris Cady. Newcastle & Hunter 
Valley Folk Club Inc., Wesley Centre Hall, 
150 Beaumont St, Hamilton (opp. Hotel). 
$15, $12, Club Members $10, <17s free.
Sunday 11th June
MY-T-FINE STRINGBAND, at the 
Back to Back Wool Challenge at Tocal 
Homestead (14km north of Maitland on 
Paterson-Dungog Rd). Funds raised go to 
Mater Cancer Research Unit in Newcastle.
Tuesday 13th June
Hunter Folk Dancers. English Country 
Dance Workshop (2-5pm) and Evening 
'Regency' Dance (7-11pm), with Bruce 
Hamilton (USA). See Dance News.

Wednesday 14th June
Yuin Folk Club Cobargo. TONY 
MCMANUS, 'the best Celtic guitarist in the 
world', with renowned Scottish traditional 
singer, FIONA ROSS, launching their 
brand new album, ‘Clyde’s Water’. A superb 
example of the traditional style, their album 
and their concerts bring together Fiona’s 
honest, evocative singing and Tony’s 
unrivalled guitar playing to showcase Scots 
song in all its richness and diversity.  Sweet 
Home Cobargo Restaurant, Cobargo. 
Enquiries Coral Vorbach 0427 919010.

Friday 16th June
Canberra Musicians Club. TONY 
MCMANUS, 'best Celtic guitarist in the 
world', with renowned Scot. trad. singer, 
FIONA ROSS, launching their new album, 
‘Clyde’s Water’. Polish White Eagle Club, 
38 David St, Turner. 8-11.30pm. $30, $25, 
CMC $20, at canberramusiciansclub.org.au. 
0401 084 773

Sunday 18th June
Bundanoon House Concert. ANDY 
GORDON, Kangaroo Valley songwriter 
and story teller, and special guest, John 
Kane, with song cycle 'New Albion' 
which explores the first contact between 
the Kameygal, Cammeraigal & Gadigal 
people, & First Fleet Europeans. 2-4.30pm. 
Bookings essential: 0417 254 411 Dallas 
dallasdebrabander@gmail.com. Don. $25, 
under-18s free. Light refreshments avail. & 
you can BYO food & drink to share. 
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Daniel Champagne
Born and raised in the Bega Valley, 
this talented young musician makes a 
welcome return from his current home 
in the US. 

One reviewer recently wrote – ‘Daniel 
Champagne exudes a natural ease on 
stage, as he sings poignant lyrics and 
beautifully crafted melodies that in-
variably whisk the heart up with grand 
romanticism. Coupled with an exhila-
rating guitar talent that transcends mere 
acoustic playing to replicate a whole 
band, Champagne is just magical’ (the-
music.com.au)

The story goes that the young Austral-
ian singer, songwriter and one-of-a-
kind guitar virtuoso first picked up his 
instrument of choice as a five-year-old 
following in the footsteps of a musical 
father. He began writing songs at 12, 
training classically throughout his teens 
and performing solo wherever he could, 
honing his craft and developing what 
would become the dynamite live show 
that he is renowned for today. At 18 he 
left school, turned professional and hit 
the road.

The next five years saw him traversing 
North America, the United Kingdom, 
Europe, New Zealand and of course, his 
homeland Australia playing such festi-
vals as Vancouver and Mariposa Folk 
(Canada), Belgium’s Labadoux Festival 
and Australia’s Woodford, Falls Fes-
tival, Port Fairy Folk Festival and the 
legendary Byron Bay Bluesfest. As well 
as touring and sharing stages with the 
likes of Lucinda Williams, Judy Collins, 
INXS, John Butler, KT Tunstall and Ani 
DiFranco – all of this while writing, 
producing and independently releasing 
two Eps, ‘My Own Design’ (2009) and 
‘Wide Eyed and Open’ (2010), his first 
long player ‘Pint of Mystery’ (2011) 
and the ‘Real Live’ offering in 2012. 

As one reviewer recently wrote, “still 
in his early twenties, the distances he 
has been would be more frequently 
associated with veterans of the Folk 
scene” (The Dwarf). This globetrotting 
lifestyle would become the centerpiece 
of Daniel’s next recordings when in 
2013, he undertook the ambitious task 
of delivering two stand-alone albums 
within the space of twelve months. 
The Gypsy Moon – Volumes I and II 
marked a great leap forward for him 
both as a songwriter and a recording 
artist, with Australia’s roots music 
bible Rhythms Magazine saying that 
‘Champagne has gone a step further 
this time, it’s like he’s realized his own 
potential, his confidence is sky-high 
and he’s truly ready to explore’

Now regarded as a leading light in 
acoustic music, with a firm reputation 
for making festivals buzz, holding 
crowds in his palm, dropping jaws and 
breaking guitars wherever he goes. 
Daniel Champagne has recently signed 
to US booking agency Fleming Artists 
and relocated to North America where 
he continues his exciting career as an 
international touring and recording 
artist.

“There’s a reason Champagne has an 
amazing reputation as a live performer.”
Timber And Steel, Australia

'Introductory offer of 10% discount to 
all Folk Federation NSW members

Friday 23rd June
Moruya House Concert. with FRED 
SMITH telling stories and singing songs 
from his new memoir The Dust of Uruzgan. 
8pm. Bk: mogotrading@bigpond.com or 
Penny pennyr@acr.net.au 0438 744 640 
Newcastle City Hall. SPOOKY MEN'S 
CHORALE - one show only. 290 King 
St. 7.30pm. $43.85; conc. available. 
Tickets: Ticketek

Saturday 24th June

Tradewinds Folk Events. STRING 
THEORIES, - James Church (dobro, 
vocals), Glenn Skarratt (guitar, mandolin, 
vocals), Simon Watts (fiddle, viola). Blue 
Mountains based trio; evocative, intricate, 
sophisticated music. Rave reviews! The 
Dungeon, Adamstown Uniting Church, 228 
Brunker Rd. 7pm. $20. Carole Garland 4929 
3912, tradewindsfolk.com

Bush Dance with STRATHMANNAN, 
calling by Claire Stoneman. Canberra 
Baptist Church Hall, Currie Crescent, 
Kingston. 8-11.30pm. $18, $16, $14 
MFS members, studs half price (show 
stud. card), under-18s free. Please 
bring a supper contrib. Tea, coffee, 
cordial: $1 for a 'bottomless' cup.

Sunday 25th June
Mudgee Brewing Co. GLENN SKARRATT 
& SIMON WATTS - guitar & violin duo 
playing their own blend of folk, blues & 
Irish. 4 Church St, Mudgee. 4.30-7.30pm. 
6372 6726

July
Saturday 1st July
Church of Groove. MIRIAM 
LIEBERMAN, launching new album Full 
Circle, with violinist and vocalist Susie 
Bishop (Chaika, Hinterlandt) and viola 
player Carl St. Jacques (Miami Symphony). 
3 Tudor St, Newcastle. 8pm (doors 7pm). 
$25, $20 at trybooking.com/PZHS. Enq, 
0422 987 581, churchofgroove@gmail.com

Saturday 29th July
Bush Dance with POLKA PIGS, calling 
by Ian Bull. Canberra Baptist Church Hall, 
Currie Crescent, Kingston. 8-11.30pm. 
Details as above.



8  - The CORNSTALK Gazette  JUNE - JULY 2017 

festivals and events
2017

9th - 12th June
National Celtic Festival
Port Arlington, Vic
nationalcelticfestival.com
9th - 12th June
Bundanoon DanceFest,
bushtraditions.org/dance-
fest/bunders.htm
9th - 12th June
SessionFest
newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au
9th - 12th June 
47th Top Half Folk Festival 
David Evans 0418 519 211,
topendfolkclub.org
9th - 12th June, 2017
Peak Music Festival
Presented by the Illawarra Folk Festival
peakfestival.com.au
24th June, 2017
Winter Magical Festival
wintermagic.com.au
30th June - 16th July
Festival of Voices
Hobart, Tasmania
festivalofvoices.com
15th - 17th September
The Turning Wave 
turningwave.org.au
 2nd - 4th March 2018
Cobargo Folk Festival
cobargofolkfestival.com
(note change of date)
Applications close 31st July, 2017.

47th Top Half Folk Festival
It will be held 9-12 June, at Glen Helen Resort, 135 km west of Alice Springs - on 
the banks of the mighty Finke River, with spectacular views of the Western Mac-
Donnell Ranges and Mount Sonder. The Gorge and waterhole are a few minutes 
walk along the river bed.

There will be two afternoon concerts 
and two evening concerts, plus a num-
ber of workshops and presentations; 
a poets breakfast each morning, and 
more. After evening concerts, ses-
sions continue in the bar area. Evening 
concerts will be outside in a marquee, 
which will be heated, but bring warm 
jackets.

Special guests: The Ten Cent Shooters, 
a Western Australian three-piece acous-
tic blues band - Peter Woodward (guitar, 
vocals), Scott Wise (vocals, mandolin, 
guitars, harmonica), Sean Diggins 
(double bass). Their style is based on 
country blues, combining traditional 
European styles and instruments with 
African-American derived rhythms and songs. Country blues was amongst the 
first vernacular music recorded, in the USA in the 1920s. These first recordings, 
rediscovered and made popular among folk music enthusiasts in the 1960s, are a 
window into a world of work songs, love songs, ballads, spirituals and dance music 
played in community settings before radio and records changed the culture.

Among the dozens of other performers, there are Tony Suttor, Bob Barford, Timber 
and Steel, Ted Egan - maybe even Bloodwood!

See website for ticket information, etc: alicespringsfolkclub.com/top-half-festi-
val-2013-4. Tickets will also be available at Glen Helen over the weekend (cash 
only)  Enq, tophalffolkfestival@gmail.com, or Scott Balfour 0422 982 703. 

Gulgong Folk Festival
Claiming the Date: The Gulgong 
Folk Club is pleased to announce that 
the annual Festival will be held 29th 
to 31st December, 2017, in venues on 
and around Mayne Street, Gulgong. 
Sweet traditional sounds, various other 
interesting music genres; workshops, 
sessions and more! 

Expressions of interest are being 
sought - singers, ukulele players, 
guitarists & other instrumentalists are 
urged to contact GFC: 0404 396 153, 
macqent@gmail.com. 

Come one, come all, for days and 
nights filled with music and fun, and 
culminating in a great New Year's Eve 
Celebration! Bring some friends, and 
make some new ones along the way.

Bill Hauritz
This is a link from a few months ago: Bill Hauritz (Ex. Director, 
Woodford Folk Festival) in 'Conversations with Richard Fidler', abc.
net.au/radio/programs/conversations/bill-hauritz-creating-a-folk-music-
institution/7794320.
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dance news
Bundanoon Dance Weekend
Bush Traditions will run the Ninth DanceFest at Bundanoon 
in the Southern Highlands on the Long Weekend, 9th - 12th 
June. Be prepared for chill in the evenings and cross your fin-
gers for fine days. The weekend of dance with live music is 
possible because of the fine dance callers and lead musicians 
and support musicians who come to the DanceFest.

The program is one the website, bushtraditions.org/dancefest/

Focus on Folk
6-7pm 1st Saturday

3 June Carole Garland (UK biased folk)
1 July Kate Delaney (ancient & modern folk)
Anyone with a CD they would like to add to the library 
collection for consideration for airplay please forward to: 

Focus on Folk, Post Office Box A182, Sydney South 1235

N.B. Focus on Folk is also streamed on FineMusicFM.com

Den Hanrahan and the Rum Runners
Judged by music critic Chris Johnson to be the best band at the 2017 National Folk Festival, are an acoustic band 
featuring some of the Australian folk scene’s most experienced players. The band lays down a musical tapestry for 
the songs of Den Hanrahan, a powerful singer, songwriter and guitarist from the Bathurst region of New South Wales. 
Steeped in Americana and classic folk, Den’s songs tell the 
stories of modern Australia, the landscape of the outback, 
the workers, renegades and outliers, the friends who have 
seen love and tragedy in their lives. Since forming two 
years ago, the band has played to enthusiastic crowds at 
festivals and gigs, including the National Folk Festival 
(2016 and 2017), the Peak Festival (2017) CobargoFF 
(2017), IllawarraFF (2017), Majors Creek and Folk by the 
Sea. Joining Den on stage are internationally acclaimed 
multi-instrumentalist, Dave ONeill, accordionist Peter 
Logue, in-demand bass player Matt Nightingale and 
bodhranista, Zena Armstrong. Den has five CDs to his 
credit, including the new live album, Smoke and Mirrors.
Photo taken at the National Folk Festi-
val 2017, courtesy of Timber and Steel

bunders.htm – check for late changes.

Prices are unchanged from last year.

Callers this year include: Nesa Simon David, Roger Gifford 
and Christine Ridgway, Mark Simmons, Keith Wood, Heather 
Clarke, Bruce Hamilton, Paul Carr, Madis and Tiina Alvre, 
Colin Towns, Ian Bull, Bruce Lemin, Arthur Kingsland, Cathy 
Richmond, Chris Taylor, June Staunton, Don Richmond, Tony 
Northey, Simon Wall, Jeanette Mill & Norm Ellis.

Lead musicians are: Ian Hayden, Sarah Bull, Ray Mulligan, 
Helen Strutt, Bob McInnes, Miche Baker-Harvey, Beck 
Richmond, Denise Hibbs, Robert Stevens, Ralph Pride, Ian 
Bull, Dave Johnson, Mariamma Mitchell, Roland Clarke and 
Margaret Anderson.

Check the website for late changes

Accommodation is always an issue, plan ahead: suggestions 
at bushtraditions.org/dancefest/accomm.htm

Camping at the Pony Club is available; contact Cameron 
Ritchard, cameronritchard850@gmail.com, to claim a spot.
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Hamish Henderson lived a 
life of epic scale. He was a 
brilliant, many-faceted man, 
but above all a poet. Poetry, he 
believed, becomes a people. 
(Bernard Crick in review of 
Neat’s biography).
Hamish Henderson was born 
illegitimate on 11th No-
vember 1919, so he and his 
mother were frozen out of the 
‘censorious’ highland village, 
The Spitall of Glenshee. So 
his mother moved them to 

Somerset where she became a cook and housekeeper; but died 
when he was about nine. 
Hamish did well at the local school and won a scholarship to the 
prestigious Dulwich College where he lived in an orphanage. 
He was a very capable and diligent student and it was here that 
he first became aware of the poetry of Chris Grieve, probably 
better known as Hugh MacDiarmid, a man who would influ-
ence him greatly. Such was Hamish’s extraordinary facility for 
languages he found that as he read MacDiarmid’s poems he had 
them by heart almost immediately. It was a language he had 
heard before when his mother and grandmother had sung the 
Scottish songs he came to love as a child.
From Dulwich, Hamish won a scholarship to Downing College 
at Cambridge to study modern languages. (It was probably at 
this time that he met John Manifold the Australian folksong col-
lector, singer, instrumentalist, poet, teacher and lifelong friend.)
Then, as a visiting student in Gottingen, Germany in 1939, he 
acted as a courier for a Quaker organisation helping refugees 
escaping the Nazis prior to World War Two. Shortly afterwards 
he was called up for service in World War Two:
“Fluency, empathy, mimicry and role playing were all virtues of 
the man rather than vices” (Bernard Crick obituary notice).
These skills would come in handy in the army where he quickly 
rose from a private in the Pioneer Corps to the rank of captain in 
Military Intelligence with the Eighth Army. In this capacity he 
interrogated prisoners all over North Africa, and during the Ital-
ian Campaign, where he rose to the rank of Major and took the 
surrender from Marshal Graziani in Italy on 19th April 1945.
In Africa he began collecting soldier’s songs and poetry which 
he later published. Rather like Manning Clark, he loved bawdy 
songs - and the army was well supplied with chaps like Driver 
Kettle, a cockney with a welter of such pieces. It was here too 
he began writing poems and songs about the war: his epic Ele-
gies for the Dead in Cyrenaica published in 1949 was begun 
in the African desert in 1942. In an article Poetry of War in the 
Middle East, 1939-45, he quotes from the poem Thermopylae 
1941, by J.E. Brookes. It says much about war and the Aussie 
soldier’s attitudes towards it. Hamish fought with the Aussies in 
Africa and Europe and had great regard and respect for them:

No purpose served consulting horoscopes 
at Delphi; students of Herodotus 

would know withdraw to Thermopylae 
and putting up barbed wire could only mean 

fighting a rearguard action QED 
as Euclid would have put it. We had been 

deposited into the warlike lap 
of ancient deities. I said to Blue, 

my Aussie mate, ‘There was this famous chap 

Leonidas, he was a Spartan who 
defended it with just 300 men 

against an army”. Bluey took a draw 
at his cigarette. “Well stuff ‘im then!” 
A pungent comment on the art of war.

….I said “They wore 
long hair the Spartans, a visible proof 

that they were free, not helots, and before 
the battle they would gravely sit aloof 

and garland it with flowers”. Bluey spat. 
Continuing to watch the empty road 

across the plain he took off his tin hat 
(a proof that he was bald) and said “A load 
Of bloody pooftahs! Thus he laid the ghost 

Of brave Leonidas...
And later with our cigarettes concealed 

Behind cupped hands we peered into the night 
Across the darkened plain and it revealed 
First one and then another point of light, 
and then a hundred of them, moving down 
the distant backcloth, shining off and on 

like tiny jewels sparkling on a crown 
of moonlit mountains, a phenomenon 

caused by the winding path of their descent 
round hairpin bends cascading from the heights 

beyond Lamia, our first presentiment 
of evil genius – they were the lights 

of Hitler’s war machines!...
…“Time to pick the flowers, Blue, that bloom upon the steep 

hillside” I said “make daisy-chains and stick 
the buggers in our hair!” He was asleep.

From July 1943, the 51st Highland Division’s Italian campaign 
was a bloody affair, yet rumours were circulating that because 
they had missed the D-Day landings (6th June 1944, Operation 
Overlord) they had somehow managed to have an easy time of 
it. Here are just a few of the many verses written by soldiers and 
collected, collated, added to and, in 1944, published by Hamish. 
A great example of the folk process in action.
The Italian Campaign officially ended in August 1943. A few-
days later Hamish was travelling in a jeep through the badly 
bomb-blasted village of Linguaglossa when he heard the unmis-
takable sound of a massed pipe band, so told his driver to wait 
while he investigated the phenomenon. Making his way through 
a huge crowd of Sicilians in the piazza shouting ‘Viva la Scozia’ 
and ‘Viva gli Scozzesi’, he was confronted by the massed pipes 
and drums of the 153rd Highland Brigade, two Gordon Bat-
talions and one Battalion of the Black Watch - and they were 
playing the retreat air Magersfontein. He wrote:

"In the silence after the retreat air was finished I stood won-
dering what the Pipe Major was going to get the boys to play 
for a march, strathspey and reel. When they struck up again, 
the March turned out to be one of my favourite pipe tunes, 
Farewell to the Creeks written during the First World War by 
Pipe Major James Robertson of Banff. While I listened to the 
tune, words began to form in my head."

The words Hamish wrote in response to that moving moment & 
to the swaddies waiting to go home to Scotland after many years 
of bitter war & huge losses in Africa & Italy are wonderful.
Partisan activity was increased in Central Italy, and Hamish was 
seconded to stay and work with the Italian Resistance. Here, near 
the Adriatic Coast Hamish first heard the name of Antonio Gramsci.

Hamish Henderson: A Significant Life
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Gramsci era capo del nostro Partito. Era un grande pensatori 
(Gramsci was the leader of our party – he was a great thinker) 
Gramsci was a leader of the Italian Communist party who was 
arrested on the 8th of November 1926 and imprisoned until his 
trial two years later. There he was found guilty of conspiracy, 
agitation, provoking class war, insurrection and alteration of 
the Constitution and the form of the State through violence, and 
sentenced to twenty years, four months and five days, the pros-
ecutor reputedly echoing Mussolini’s words “We must prevent 
this brain from functioning for twenty years”. However, after 
some time in prison, in 1929 Gramsci was given permission to 
write, and began filling notebooks with his thoughts. They led 
in time to Hamish Henderson…
Hamish returned to Cambridge after WW2 to complete his stud-
ies, and there he found friends and mentors in the leftist scholars 
Raymond Williams and E.P Thompson. Shortly after the publi-
cation of his epic poem The Elegies for the Dead of Cyrenaica 
in 1948 Hamish received a letter from E.P. Thompson:
I greet you with humility compagno, for you are a rare man, A 
poet…and you must never let yourself…(or) be driven into the 
arms of the ‘culture boys’…They would kill your writing, be-
cause you, more than any other poet I know, are an instrument 
through which thousands of others can become articulate. And 
you must not forget that your songs and ballads are not triviali-
ties – they are quite as important as the Elegies. (10 Feb. 1949) 
 
In 1950 he went back to his beloved Italy to start working on a 
translation of Gramsci’s Prison Letters, the first ever translation 
of the notebooks into English. The more of them he read, the 
more he admired the man. Gramsci spoke often of Sardinian 
folksongs and folklore, poetry and its language. Through the 
letters and notebooks, Hamish began to realise the importance 
of his own Scottish language.
Gramsci had a profound effect on the thinking and collecting of 
Hamish Henderson. The writings of Gramsci, his war experi-
ences and his time with the resistenza, all came together at this 
time and he became an International Socialist. He focused on 
the popular art of folk song, creating “…a fusion of my two 
greatest loves: the anonymous song poetry of Scotland…and the 
comradely solidarity of the anti-fascist struggle which domi-
nated my early manhood”.
In 1950 he began collecting Scottish folksongs for the School 
of Scottish Studies, a task that would happily occupy him for 
the rest of his life and convinced him that there are at least three 
languages spoken in Scotland, Gaelic, English & Lallands. The 
language of the songs is often very different from the spoken 
language. Note the unusual homonymic use of place names, the 
almost alliterative, incremental language & a most hypnotic tune.
In 1951 through a fellow political activist, the actor and folk-
singer Ewan MacColl, he met Alan Lomax who was recording 
folk singers: “…He is not interested in trained singers or refined 
versions of the folksongs…This is important Hamish. It is vital 
that Scotland is well-represented in this collection.”
With the synchronicity of this meeting all of the elements that 
would gel into the modern Folksong Revival fell into place. 
Hamish guided Lomax around Scotland, particularly into the 
North East of Aberdeenshire and the coastal areas of the Moray 
Firth. On this trip he recorded for the first time Willie Mathie-
son, whose entire repertoire was recorded for the School of 
Scottish Studies. From Willie he got Bawbee Allen which un-
like the English version gives a reason for the young woman’s 
treatment of the dying lover.
He and Lomax recorded Jimmy MacBeath the King of the 
Cornkisters. Jimmy described the bothy men, the ‘fairm toon’ 

workers, as a very sad crushed people, very sair crushed doon. 
But his recordings would appear as part of the famous Caed-
mon Collection of traditional songs from around Britain. Soon 
Hamish was being financed for more trips by the School of 
Scottish Studies, which he called God’s own Job. On these trips 
he recorded Davey Stewart, a travelling singer. One of Davey’s 
songs was in praise of itinerants:
Hamish was a gifted person and dealt easily with people of all 
sorts but was most at home with ordinary, simple homespun 
folk. He had long believed that there would be tradition carri-
ers in Scotland, and he believed that they would be among the 
social outcasts, the travelling people. In 1953 he found the great 
Jeanie Robertson, the jewel in his collection. Jean had been a 
traveller, but had come to live in a small house just a short walk 
from Aberdeen University where Hamish was working on the 
Gavin Greig Collection. Jean was a repository of songs and bal-
lads and of folk tales, and she was a master at telling the tale.
Shortly after the first Edinburgh International Festival, ideas were 
canvassed about starting a ‘native’ popular festival based around 
Scottish working class traditional culture, and in 1951 a commit-
tee was formed which included the Edinburgh City Labour Party, 
the Trades Council and other groups on the left of politics which 
organised the First People’s Festival to bring the traditional 
music and culture of Scotland (the common muse) to the people, 
especially the young. Jimmy MacBeath, Isla Cameron, the farmer 
John Strachan and Ewan MacColl were among the performers.
In 1954 Hamish was given a full time position with the School 
of Scottish Studies at Edinburgh University where he continued 
to collect and study the folk traditions of his beloved Scotland, 
recording his friends, the travellers, when they met for events 
like the berry picking season at Blair.  He visited bothy workers, 
fisher folk and other working folk to gather and put their music, 
songs and tales before the young. He did not want the Angli-
cized Scotland of Sir Walter Scott or the white tie and tales ver-
sions of songs, sanitised and arranged by Mrs Kennedy-Fraser. 
Give him fairmer John Stachan’s version of (The Lothian 
Hairst) [lyrix.at/t/traditional-the-lothian-hairst-243]
Aged 83, Hamish Henderson died at Edinburgh on 8th March 
2002. A huge throng attended his funeral at St Mary’s Cathe-
dral, and it was, as might be expected, a blend of state ceremony 
and the common people. When Essie Stewart, a member of the 
travelling Stewarts of Blair, in her buttoned up ‘Mac’ stepped 
up, passing Hamish’s family and the First Minister in the front 
pews, to sing the great Scots drinking song Jock Stewart, there 
were few dry eyes. And those attending raised the roof singing 
the chorus to A man you’ll no meet every day.  So please join in 
now, and thanks for listening.

Jock Stewart 
O ma name is Jock Stewart aam a canny gaun man 
And a rakish young fellow I’ve been,

Chorus            
So be easy and free, when ye’r drinkin’ wi’ me 
I’m a man ye’ll no meet every day.

I hae acres o’ land, I hae men at command 
And I’ve alwaes a shilling tae pay.

Aa gaid oot wi’ ma dog and ma gun fae tae shoot 
All alang o’ the fine River Spey.

So come fill up your glasses wi brandy and wine 
And whatever the cost I maun pay.

(Repeat first verse)

(The Late) Danny Spooner



12  - The CORNSTALK Gazette  JUNE - JULY 2017 

VALE: Col McJannett 
Gabrielle Mackey (Board Pres, National Folk Festival Ltd)

It is with sadness that the National 
Folk Festival mourns Colin McJan-
nett, one of its own. Col passed away 
on 3 May 2017 at his home in Can-
berra after a long period of ill health
Col McJannett’s contribution to the 
National Folk Festival cannot be 
overstated. According to Phil Wil-
son, Festival Director for the first 
six years in Canberra (1993 – 99 
incl), “The National Folk Festival 
owes a huge debt of gratitude to 

Col. If it weren’t for him the National Folk Festival would not 
still exist. This is his legacy.”
Col McJannett was a long-term member of the Australian Folk 
Trust (AFT) the (then) peak body representing the Australian 
Folk community and its Chairman for several years, including 
at the time the decision was made in 1992 to base the Festival 
in Canberra following financial losses over successive years. 
Col chaired the small team that managed the transition, includ-
ing developing the model for a non-profit company to ‘own’ 
and run the Festival and after which the Trust was dissolved. 
When National Folk Festival Ltd was formed in 1993, Col was 
the first Board President with the other Board Members being 
Seamus Gill, Keith McKenry, Graham MacDonald and Phil 
Wilson. According to Keith McKenry, under his presidency the 
Festival not only survived but thrived. Phil Wilson recalls that 
Col “was a quiet, calming man; he very rarely lost his temper 
and was able to diplomatically solve problems while being 
assertive in his own understated way. He was a voice of reason 
and balance and had a very effective way of quietly giving 
advice and suggesting what he thought was the best course of 
action.  He was a real team player.”
After Col stepped down from the Presidency, he remained on the 
NFF Ltd Board until late 2003 NS even after that took a signifi-
cant role in mentoring new members.  As Keith McKenry notes, 
“At no point during all this time did Col seek payment of any kind 
for his efforts – it was all done on an entirely honorary basis.”
Col McJannett worked for the ACT Building & Construction 
Industry Training Fund Board for many years, lived in Dickson 
& was a regular at the Canberra Tradies Club.  It was through 
Col & Seamus Gill that the Festival developed strong links with 
the Construction, Forestry, Mining & Energy Union (CFMEU) 
which was a great ally of the Festival and provided sponsorship 
support for many years, particularly for the Union Concert. 
Col also made a major contribution as a field collector – he 
recorded among others the wonderful traditional singer Harry 
Cotter of Binalong – as a broadcaster, in particular through his 
radio series Life Under the Southern Cross, & as a performer.  
He was a foundation member of the Monaro Folk Music Soci-
ety Inc. (now the Monaro Folk Society Inc) & a major contrib-
utor to David Meyer’s A Score & a Half Years of Folk: Thirty 
Years of the Monaro Folk Society Inc [Sefton Pub., 2004]. 
“My earliest recollection of Col was him encouraging me on 
the banjo when I was still in my teens, & then over the years 
at various folk nights and events. I will always remember just 
sitting at the side of the stage at bushdances, watching him play 
& then finally plucking up the courage to ask him a few things 
- and he being incredibly open & generous with advice & 
playing tips.  He was also a crackerjack guitar player & always 
had time to talk banjos! [John Taylor, Company Member since 
1998, Board Member 1998 – 2014 & Board Pres. 2006-08).

Good bye Col.  Rest in peace.  You will be missed.
(Thanks to Keith McKenry, Phil Wilson, John Taylor for contributions)

Pictured are Col McJannet with Keith McKenry, 
Seamus Gill, Graham McDonald and Phil Wilson

Memories of Colin McJannett
R. Dale Dengate

The death of Colin McJannett, after  recent years of ill health, 
has brought back many memories which follow the Austral-
ian folk revival since the 1960s. Col always seemed to be at 
the centre of the traditional music in Canberra. He played 
the banjo, sang bushranger songs, played for bush dances, 
Scottish Country dancing, Colonial balls for the MFDS, 
concerts and started folk clubs as well as collecting tradition 
tunes. I will always be grateful that he took over from me the 
demanding role of steering the AFT through the early days of 
establishing the National folk festival in Canberra. 
Initially Col played in a Skiffle band, but was attracted to folk 
music in the sixties. Colin’s mother Molly recalled buying 
Colin his first banjo around fifteen years old and he learnt 
a lot of tunes from his grandfather who mostly played an 
accordion. He later collected many tunes from Harry Cotter.  
Through long hours of practice Col became an impressive 
banjo player and a fine singer of traditional Australian songs.  
He was an organiser for some local folk clubs and played in 
well respected dance bands such as Reel Tradition with Mike 
Heaney from 1982 and Fife and Clackmannanshire with Kate 
Scott 1991-1997. His family recalled how everyone looked 
forward to Colin’s arrival at gatherings as he would bring 
music, family stories and general merriment.
I didn’t really get to know Col until we were working togeth-
er on the Australian Folk Trust in the 90s, although he & John 
had spent long hours yarning over a beer about Australian 
songs, union activities, politics and even cricket. In fact, Col 
said he was inspired by John’s workshop on writing based on 
research into your own family as the real history of Australia.
After 2003, Colin had written some short stories based on his 
family’s anecdotes and life experience. He found his own fam-
ily history an incredibly rich source of history. From detailed 
research into the area in Scotland where his great-great grand-
father had grown up and to another village in Ireland where he 
was able to meet the relatives of his great grandmother who 
had left in the mid1880s, he sought the stories of his family. 
Col brought life to the stories based on a patchwork of sources, 
& introduced many amusing touches so that John & I loved 
getting his emails & sharing the latest McJannett saga.
My close association grew out of the challenges faced by 
the Australian Folk Trust, which I chaired after 1989. The 
AFT had the task of allocating the State that would conduct 
the next National Festival. However, from 1988 on the huge 
financial debts faced by each State after organizing a National 
meant that no State folk body wanted to run it. Although we 
had loved going to a different State for each National, it was 

31/1/1946 - 3/5/2017
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impossible to get sufficient funding unless the event was held 
in the one location.  Over those years I did a lot of investiga-
tion into ways of funding the arts, but all led to the necessity 
for change. This was not at all popular with any State folk 
body, although none could offer financial solutions. Having 
pushed the AFT to accept the change to holding the National, 
in the National capital, the only location with the potential to 
host a growing folk festival, I resigned to let a new execu-
tive of Canberra locals have a fresh start. Col was actually 
away, on a band commitment, when the AFT voted for its 

new Chairperson. Although Seamus assured the meeting he 
had Col’s consent, Col told me he wasn’t sure what he would 
have voted had he been present. Nevertheless, Colin took 
over the Trust and steered the team, of Seamus Gill, Graham 
McDonald and Keith McKenry and others, which worked 
hard to make sure the NFF in Canberra survived and grew.  
We had many long discussions and laughs in later years 
especially when he sent me ‘A Banjo Player’s Tour Of Hell’ 
that he wrote in 2003, with apologies to Francis MacNamara, 
‘Frank the Poet’. It seems fitting to share it now.

A Banjo Player's Tour of Hell
Come all you folk singers and banjo players from afar; 
Who frequent the National Folk Festival and its bars;

A yarn to you I will now tell concerning a banjo player’s tour of Hell.

It was in May of ninety-two the decision I will tell to you; 
The AFT Trustees decided to take control it’s true; 
And stop the event from years of roam and place it in a lasting permanent home.

The decision was met with some derision, scorned by those of judgement poor; 
The Trustees took it on the chin, and swore an oath that through they’d win; 
And set up a company to see for sure, that the festival’s future would be secure.                                                       

He whose valour had for years been tried on the festival board before he died; 
At length he fell to death a prey. It proved to him a happy day. 
Downwards he went his course I’m told was like one destined for Satan’s fold.

Charon took him ‘cross the River Styx and on the other side he was then fixed; 
Then leaving Charon at the ferry, Col hurried on to Purgatory; 
Where he rapped loudly at the gate of Limbo or the Middle State.

Peter Hollingworth then came down with vestments crucifix and frown; 
This place was made for priests and strayers, 

there’s no place here for banjo players.
Col then bade Peter farewell and scurried on to the place called Hell.

Where the Devil said now what’s your will? And Col said I’ve come here to dwell; 
Says Satan now that cannot be I say, poor fellow you seem to have gone astray;| 
For I’ve none here but Grandees and Priests and a place reserved for Peter Reith.

I think you have gone far astray for festival volunteers never come this way; 
But soar to Heaven in droves and legions, a place so called in the upper regions; 
Col stares at the Devil and says Sir pray tell, then who actually does here dwell?

Why laughs Satan, see those fiery seats and chairs and up above the set of stairs;
They are fitted up for scoffers and disbelievers and other highly practiced deceivers;
And recalcitrant stall holders, protesters, Morris Dancers and other eccentric pranc-
ers.

And that fiery lake afar, why that’s reserved for people who play electric guitars; 
The brimstone and sulphur is for pouring on people found at concerts snoring; 
And the hottest anvil its intent is for people playing non-acoustic instruments.

We also have a special molten fiery chair just in case some one would ever dare 
Consider putting up a case for anything other than the featured state; 
And finally as you can see, we daily flog people who steal in for free.

Col says I think it’s now time to retire, I can see you’ve stoked up all your fires. 
Then after travelling many days o’er fiery hills and stormy seas; 
At length he found that happy place where all the woes of mortals cease.

And rapping loudly at the wicket, cried Peter where’s your certificate 
Or if you have not one to show, pray who in Heaven do you know? 
I know Don Henderson, Mike Heaney, Gordon Mc Intyre and Declan Affley.

And many others who gave for the cause, the folk revival and applause; 
A soft voice says Peter let Col in for he is truly purged from sin. 
And although as a banjo player, dressed here he shall be a welcome guest.

St. Paul go to the flock straightway and kill the fatted calf today; 
And go tell Abraham and Abel in haste now to prepare the table; 
For we shall have a grand repast now Col the banjo player has come at last.
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Depression and musicians
The recent death by suicide of 
Soundgarden front man Chris 
Cornell, together with a number 
of facebook posts from fellow 
musicians & friends suffering 
from depression prompted me 
to write this companion to this 
month’s president’s report. In it I 
wrote about the stresses of being a 
musician and attempting to make a 
living out of a creative art. I didn’t 
initially intend to write this but 
hope that, in doing so, it may be of 
help to someone out there. I write 
this from my own experience & not as an expert in the field. I 
also write it in the hope that it may resonate with some of you.

Many of us know that, as performing artists, there have been 
times of great celebration for us but many have also experi-
enced those moments of despair which can be fleeting or can 
last for days or weeks. Sometimes, and in many instances, the 
‘residue’ of despair can stay with us permanently, ostensibly 
waiting for that moment to rear its ugly head and attempt to 
consume us. I write about this from personal experience of 
this phenomenon which has both ‘dogged’ & fascinated me for 
many years. Why is it, when we have so much, when we have 
achieved so much, & when we are capable of achieving so 
much that we continue to do battle with this invisible monster?

On their website helpmusicians.org.uk, which is a wonder-
ful resource for musicians, and one I didn’t know about 
until a Google search this morning, you can find the results 
of a study into musicians and depression. It is a fascinating 
expose of what it is that can cause despair for musicians. In 
this study the authors pointed out that, in a sample of over 
2,000 musicians they found that over 65% of respondents 
reported struggling with depression. That is three times more 
likely than members of the general population. For those who 
are reading online you can click on the link https://helpmusi-
cians.org.uk/news/latest-news/can-music-make-you-sick ( if 
clicking doesn’t get you there, copy and paste it) which will 
take you to the report. If you’re not reading online take the 
time to type this into your address bar in your browser and 
read the report. If you go to the Black Dog Institute website 
(Australia’s celebrated resource for people with depression 
blackdoginstitute.org.au ) you will read that 1 in 20 Austral-
ians report suffering from depression. Compare this to over 
65% of musicians and you start to see why this is a major 
cause for concern in the industry and for us individually as 
participants and friends of others who are.

This article isn’t the place to go in depth into the causes of 
depression. There have been mega volumes written about this 
over the years with many different & differing opinions. Suffice 
it to say that it is there in the general population. It also suf-
ficient to say that it is likely more common amongst musicians. 
Sometimes it expresses itself as curtness, anger, impatience 
& withdrawal. The darkness itself is not to be taken lightly 
regardless of whether it is relatively fleeting or long-lasting.

What can we do as musicians and performing artists to rec-
ognise when depression is hurting us or someone we consider 
to be friend? On a personal level, what I find to be the most 
useful thing to do is first and foremost recognise that I am 
in fact depressed. Nothing can be done unless I recognise 
that this is my state of mind. Secondly, the greatest intent of 

a depressed mind is to isolate us away from those who care 
most about us. It is the element of self-destruction that is a 
perverse consequence of feeling depressed. Instead of going 
into the warmth and company of those I value I tend to stay 
away. I know this isn’t going to work and I do it. 

I need also to resist pushing people away so hard that they 
feel hurt by my actions and this places another layer on 
‘things that I have to repair’. What is really difficult when I 
feel depressed is that the main curative factor, which is to be 
aware of what I am doing and to resist being self-destructive 
and destructive of my friendship with others, tends to be so 
hard to sustain. Yet it is essential to maintain it. 

It is also important to realise that there is no shame in admit-
ting to ourselves and to others that we are ‘down’. If we have 
to use the ‘black dog’ analogy so be it. At least people are 
becoming more familiar with the term. 

This all brings me to the final point I would like to make. 
Recognising that I am depressed and that when I am de-
pressed I tend to do things that work counter-productively, 
may in fact be helpful. The first step though MUST be the 
recognition that I am, in fact, depressed. I need strategies in 
place that genuinely help me once I have recognised the fact. 
For me, it is the ‘boot up the bum’ and connecting with peo-
ple I enjoy. I feel no shame in saying to them that I’m feeling 
low. In some circumstances they will be frightened by that 
and move away. That is their fear driving. In other circum-
stances they will offer you the embrace that in the short term 
will help. In other circumstances they will offer you the love 
that is very difficult to feel for yourself at that time. The most 
important thing is to recognise that WE ARE NOT ALONE. 
Not only are there many others who are there suffering as 
we are, but there are also many others willing to leap in and 
be our friend when we are most in need. They are also in the 
knowledge that we will then turn around and do the same for 
them, because we understand what they are going through.

There are also times when professional help is necessary and 
it is important to also recognise those times and to suggest 
this to a friend that you can see is suffering. It needs to be 
suggested with care and gentility and in a supportive but 
strong way. If you are one who experiences depression, as I 
do, you will know that you are out of its grip when you turn 
around and reach out to someone else to offer them your 
hand, when they are in need.

We know that many of our performing arts colleagues suffer 
in this way. Reach out to them, check with them to make sure 
they are OK. In the majority of cases the gloom will rise. Al-
ways keep a firm eye fixed on what you have achieved, what 
you have & what you are capable of achieving. Potential can-
not be defined with any limit & there is so much for us to do 
and experience in this country and amongst our many friends. 

I remember a few years ago going to a celebration of life for 
a musical colleague who had died. He died, I’m sure, not 
knowing that he was so appreciated by so many people. 

Hundreds turned up at his celebration but he wasn’t there to 
see it. Take the time to tell people that you care about them, 
appreciate them and value them. If they’re not there, you 
can’t do it. Depression is isolation. It cannot abide in close 
and warm contact.

A big hug to you all. 
Andy Busuttil
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The Roar of the Crowd
Chloë & Jason Roweth

On vocals, guitars, mandolin, bouzouki, banjo, concertina 
etc, Chloë & Jason are sensitively joined by Bill Brown (kit 
drums), Matt Nightingale (bass) & Roger Hargraves (fiddle). 

This CD is a grand collection of traditional and more 
contemporary Australian folk songs to end all doubt that 
there are real Australian folk songs, if there is any doubter 
still needing proof.  The words are sung with every syllable 
resonating clearly while the music provides a sensitive and 
varied accompaniment. The double CD comes artistically 
presented with photos of a storm looming over paddocks of 
waving yellow stalks. The front has a John Dengate pen and 
ink drawing of a rebel, probably the croppy boy himself, to 
which Chloë has added images, in ink wash, of rebels rising 
over the hills. The CD is dedicated to Denis Kevans, who 
wrote the ‘Roar of the Crowd’ while still a very young man; 
a foretaste of the strength of his poetry to follow. I know 
both Denis and John would have been thrilled and humbled 
by this production of words, music and sentiments on this 
CD, which is truly in the tradition of their 1970s record ‘I  
called him a worship, your bastard’.

The traditional ballads & stories of colnial Australia are beau-
tifully set with passion & understanding of the narratives. 

The CD starts with Chloë’s effortless singing of ‘ The Exile 
of Erin, on the plains of Emu’, the most moving, but difficult 
of early Australian songs. I recall practicing for months 
before singing this song in the 1970's and was fortunately 
accompanied by a talented harpist who managed the octave 
leaps and cadences when I hesitated.  However, Chloë never 
falters with this traditional setting of the words of Rev John 
McGarvie, first printed in 1829. The haunting imagery of 
Erin juxtaposed with chains of convicts imprisoned on the 
plains of Emu. Chloë evokes the emotions of longing and 
suffering while the accompaniment lends passion. 

The roar of the crowd starts to grow with Jason’s delivery 
of John Dengate’s verse’ Australian Made’, spoken above 
the strict dance tune rhythm of Harry Asford’s schottische 
on mandolin. In our complex world of global economies 
there is controversy, but workers need opportunities for their 
trades and development of their skills. There is a change of 
tune and pace with the ‘Song of the Sheet-Metal Worker’ 
dedicated to John’s father Norm Dengate. Although this 
is sung differently from John’s unadorned singing, Chloë 
brings new vitality and strength to the words as she and Ja-
son move to ‘The Roar of the Crowd’. Similarly with Duke 
Tritton’s ‘Sandy Hollow Line’ and Dorothy Hewittt’s ‘Wee-
vils in the Flour’ and Alistair Hulett’s ‘He Fades Away’, the 
power and sentiment of the words is captured in the revital-
izing of these songs with stirring music.  It is inspirational to 
listen to over 27 songs on these CDs.

There are too many to discuss here, but they are the classics 
of Australian folk traditions and of the voice of dissent, so 
you need the CD to listen. Then you can join me in congrat-
ulating all involved.
R. Dale Dengate

BAWLEY POINT FOLK CONCERT
SINGERS, MUSICIANS & POETS

Saturday 22nd July 2017
In the splendid 

Cockatoo Room - Bawley Point Cottages
Willinga Road, Bawley Point
Local and visiting performers

Some of the performers aiming to join us

Bring a picnic lunch, instrument and voice and 
join in the SINGABOUT from 10am until noon.

AFTERNOON CONCERT will begin at 1.00pm 
and finish at 4.30pm with an afternoon tea/coffee 

break (supplied ) from 2.30pm till 3.00pm
$5 donation to cover costs

For further information ring either 
Chris (44571614) or Mariah (4457 2929)

Bob Hart Southern Cross Chris McGinty

cd review
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$4.90 Issue 122

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

Now 80 Pages on full gloss paper 
in a new compact format!

Available from your local newsagent (distributed by Wrapaway)
See our extensive range of over 2000 Australian traditional and contemporary 

folk, blues, roots, alternative and world music CDs, DVDs and books at 
www.tradandnow.com and at 120c Erina St, Gosford 02 4325 7369

OUT NOW!
$4.90 Issue 119

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

Souvenir Program Guide
www.newsteadlive.com

January 26th-29th 2017

$2

Partnered with

Souvenir Program Guide
www.newsteadlive.com

PartPartnartneartnernereParPaPaP d with

This Month's Featured Festivals

See inside for complete programmes
LEONARD NORMAN COHEN

21 September 1934 to 
7 November 2016

$4.90 Issue 120

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

$4.90 Issue 121

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

VALE 
Danny 

Spooner

$4.90 Issue 116

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

14-16 October 2016

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
t lt ti bl d ld i d d i

This Month's Feature Festivals

See inside for full programme

and

11th Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival

11th Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival 14-16 Oct 2016 

Presented byby Shoalhaven n  
S oa a eFolk Club Incncnc kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.auu Souvenir Program $2 

$4.90 Issue 117

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM
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This Month's Feature Festival

See inside for complete programme

and

$4.90 Issue 118

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and
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Mal Webb

Cecily Cork 4384 3527, Jan McCudden 4329 5537
Greek Folk Dance. Pan Macedonian Assoc Building, 
Railway Pde, Sydenham from 7pm onwards. Adult 
classes from 7.15 pm, Vasilios Aligiannis, tel/fax 9708 
1875 greekdancer@excite.com
Irish Set Dance class, Irish Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire 
St, Surry Hills. 8-9.30pm. Alarna 0401 167 910.
Sutherland Shire Bush Dance Group. Gymea Anglican 
Church Hall, 131 Gymea Bay Rd (short walk from 
Gymea station, near President Ave). 7.30-10 pm. $6. 
Dances taught, walked through and called. Beginners, 
singles, partners, groups, all welcome. Feb. to mid-Dec. 
Mike 9520 2859, Leila 9545 1576. ssbdg.comyr.com
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International dancing, Como Guides Hall, cnr Warraba 
& Mulyan Sts, Como West  9.30a, - 11am  & 11.30am - 
12.30pm. Kaye 9528 4813, okaye@optusnet.com.au
Thursday
English Country Dancing for the over 55’s. Playford 
(old English dances) 11.30am-1pm. English Country, 
beginners 1-2pm, intermediate 2-4pm. Wesly School 
for Seniors, Level 3, 220 Pitt Street, Sydney. $55 for 
5 subjects per term. 9263 5416, schoolforseniors@
wesleymission.org.au
English Country Dancing. 1st & 3rd Thurs. Church 
by the Bridge hall (St John’s Anglican), Broughton St 
(cnr Bligh St), Kirribilli. Enter courtyard gate - hall is on 
right. 7.15-9.15pm. Donations (optional), for the church 
or expenses. Please email Margaret Swait, so that you 
can be advised of schedule changes: MargaretTalbot@
me.com
Blue Labyrinth International Folk Dance from 7pm, 
Baptist Church Hall, King St Glenbrook. Jo Barrett 4739 
6498
Greek Folk Dance
Mytelinean House. 225 Canterbury Rd, Canterbury.
Adult classes from 7.30pm - 9.00pm (Clio Group - 21 
years and up Greek dances). Cost involved. Vasilios 
Aligiannis, tel/fax 9708 1875 greekdancer@excite.com
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International dancing. Scout Hall, June Place, Gymea 
Bay. 10am. Kaye 9528 4813 okaye@optusnet.com.au
Sydney Irish Ceili Dancers 
Kingsgrove Uniting Church Hall, 289A Kingsgrove 
Rd (cnr Moreton Avenue, Kingsgrove. Beginners to 
intermediate step dancing 6pm, advanced step dancing 
7pm Set and ceili dancing 8-10.30pm. Margaret and Bill 
Winnett 9150 6765. email: wnntt@optusnet.com.au
Friday
Australian Colonial and Folk Dancers Every Friday, 
Scouts/Guides Hall, Plympton Road, Carlingford,  
(opposite Nth Carlingford shops). Anthony and Lisa 9873 
4805. 
Greek Dancing. St Therapon Greek Orthodox Parish 
(Church Hall) 323 Cumberland Highway, Thornleigh. 
Time: Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Callipe Group)
Pontian House. 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. Junior Class 
- 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Thalia junior group - 3yrs to 12 yrs. 
Class is free, Pontian only)
International Dancing.  Sedenka Folk Dancers, Rozelle 
Neighbourhood Centre, 665A Darling St Rozelle. 8-llpm, 
$3. Chris Wild 9560 2910.
Scottish Country Dancing
Adult classes, beginners welcome, children 6.30 
-7.30pm, adults 8-10.30pm, Beecroft Primary School, 
$2. Sheena Caswell 9868 2075, Heather Dryburgh 9980 
7978
Scottish Country Dancing
■Caringbah Seniors Hall, 386 Port Hacking Rd, Car-
ingbah (rear Library), 8pm. Beginners/other levels. G. 
Milton 9524 4943, Erica Nimmo 9520 4781
■

Monday
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop
Beginners, experienced, 7.30pm, Pennant Hills 
Community Centre, downstairs. Except Jan. and public 
holidays. Felicity 9456 2860
International Folk Dancing
School term, Earlwood Senior Citizens Centre, 362 
Homer St 10am-noon. Debbie 4294 1363. 0427 315 245
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners, with ‘Scots 
on the Rocks’, Fort St Public School, Observatory Hill, 
Sydney, 6.30-7.30pm. Nea 9994 7110, Lynn 9268 1246, 
SC Dancers@netspace.net.au, http://www.rscds.org.au
Belly Dance, basic/beginners 7pm, choreography 8pm, 
Girraween Hall, 17 Tungarra Rd. Vera Myronenko 9665 
9713
Tuesday
Blue Mountains Scottish Country Dancers 
Catholic Church Hall, 7-9pm, Wentworth St, $3 Verley 
Kelliher, 4787 5968, kelliher@lisp.com.au Carol 
Gardner 4751 6073/a.c.gardner@bigpond.com
Greek Folk Dance
Pontian House, 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. Adult class 
7.30pm - 9.00pm (Senior Diogenes Grooup - 15 yrs 
to adult. Cost involved.Vas Aligiannis, 0407 081 875, 
greekdancer@aapt.net.au. www.greekdancing.com.au
Hungarian Dance Class
St Peters Public School, 8-10pm. Gary Dawson 0425 
268 505. gazad49@hotmail.comScottish Country 
Dancing
St John’s Uniting Church Hall, Coonanbarra Rd, 
Wahroonga, 7.30-10.30pm. All welcome. Catherine 
Bonner 9489 5027
Scottish Country Dancing
Fort Street School, Observatory Hill, City. 6pm to 8pm 
Nea MacCulloch 9904 1358(a/h) or Lynn 8244 9618(w)
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International Dancing, Gymea Bay Scout Hall, June 
Place, 7.30-9pm. Kaye Laurendet 9528 4813
Sydney Playford Dance Group (English country 
dancing from 1650 onwards). 1st Tuesday (except 
January), Bush Music Club, Hut 4, Addison Rd Centre, 
142 Addison Road, Marrickville. 7.30pm - 9.30pm. $5, 
Julie 9524 0247.
Turkish Dance Class
Lidcombe Community Centre, 8-10pm. Yusuf Nidai 
9646 1166
Ukrainian (Cossack) Dancing Class 
for fit and energetic young people (16-23yrs), 7.30 
pm to 10.00 pm. Ukrainian Hall 59 Joseph Street, 
Lidcombe. Jaros Iwanec 9817 7991, jarosiwanec@
optusnet.com.au /www.veselka.com.au
International Folk Dance class - Open Door, Georges 
Hall Senior Citizens, Birdwood Rd, 11.30am-12.30pm. 
Gabrielle 9728 7466, gabybaby@optusnet.com.au
“The Dance Buffet”, wide variety taught, Liverpool 
City Pipe Band Hall, Woodward Park (next to Whitlam 
Centre), Memorial Ave, 7.30-9.30pm. $8 ($5 conc). 
Nicholai 9822 7524, mob 0407 178 228
International Folk Dance for older women. School 
terms only. 11.45am - 12.45. Bankstown Older 
Women's Wellness Centre, Police and Community 
Youth Club, cnr Meredith st and French Ave, Wendy 
Walsh 0432 399 056.
Wednesday
Albion Fair, North-West Morris Dancing
Lilyfield Community Centre, Cecily and O’Neill Sts, 
7.45pm. Angie Milce 9817 3529
Balmoral Scottish Country Dance Group
7.00-9.15pm, Seniors’ Centre, Mosman Square, 
Mosman. Nell Morgan 9981 4769.
Epping Scottish Country Dance Club
St Aidan’s Church Hall, Downing St, 7.30-10pm. All 
levels welcome. Clare Haack 9484 5947 clare_kirton@
hotmail.com
Gosford Scottish Country Dance Society
7-10pm, Church of Christ, Henry Parry Drive, Wyoming. 

folk contacts
C H O I R S
Monday
■AshCappella Ashfield, led by Mary-Jane Field, 9090 
2362
■Ecopella. Blue Mountains, contact Miguel Heatwole, 
9810 4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
■Glory Bound Groove Train. Petersham, led by Linda 
Calgaro, 9518 4135
■Inner West Chamber Choir, Leichhardt, led by 
Rachelle Elliott. 9797 1917. info@innerwestchoir.com.
■Intonations. Manly, led by Karen Smith, 0415 221 113, 
karensmith@artsconnect.com.au
■Martenitsa. Ultimo, led by Mara & Llew Kiek, 
47514910 
■People’s Chorus. Newcastle, led by Rod Noble, 49 
623432
■Unaccompanied Baggage. North Sydney, led by 
Stuart Davis, singup@optusnet.com.au
■Voiceworks, Katoomba, ledby Rachel Hore 4759 
2456, rachelhore@ozemail.com
Tuesday
■Ecopella. Illawarra area (alternate Tuesdays), led by 
Miguel Heatwole 9810 4601, mheatwole@bigpond.com 
■Roc Lawson, led by Rachel Hore, 47592456, 
rachelhore@ozemail.com
■The Honeybees. East Sydney, led by Dynes Austin. 
Contact Jenny Jackson, 9816 4577 lindsayandjenny@
hotmail.com 
■Sydney Trade Union Choir Sydney City, contact Nola 
Cooper 9587 1165 - Nola.Cooper3@three.com.au
■Songs Next Door, Seaview Street, Dulwich Hill, meets 
weekly at Sea View Hall, Seaview St, Dulwich Hill. 
12.30pm. (Seniors mostly) Contact Allan 9520 6180
Wednesday
■Choralation. Abbotsford (school terms), contact 
Margaret Grove mggrove@optusnet.com.au 
■Ecopella. Erskineville, led by Miguel Heatwole, 9810 
4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
■The Heathens. Blackheath, day time  2pm- 4pm. Led by 
Chris Wheeler 4787 5725 chriswheeler55@gmail.com
■The Spots. Christina Mimmocchi, Randwick 0410 
682 061
The Sydney Welsh Choir, men and women. Meet on 
Wednesday evenings at Concord Baptist Church hall. 
7pm - 9pm. 20 plus performances per year. Contact 
MD Viv 4739 0384, taffy@pnc.com.au. President Rob 
Horlin 9617 0401.
Thursday
■Bouddi Voice. Kincumber (school terms), led by C & 
C Sainsbury, contact 43 683270
■Chorella Community Choir. Richmond, contact Ellen 
4578 2975 
■Cleftomaniacs. Waterloo, led by Gary Smith, garys7@
optushome.com.au 
■Solidarity Choir. Erskineville, contact Cathy Rytmeister, 
0438 683 867, crytmeister@bigpond.com
■Friday
■The Sydney Street Choir. CBD, led by Peter Lehner 
0425 268 771
■Mudlarks, women’s a cappella choir. Woodford. Led 
by Alison Jones 4759 2880
■Pacopezants. - Balkan Choir.  Meets Fridays 
4pm, Katoomba. Enquiries: June (02) 4782 1554. 
junerose12@gmail.com
Sunday
■Blue Mountains Trade Union Choir. Upper Mts., 
contact Kate 47 82 5529 

DANCE
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MUSIC IN CONCERT
Tuesday
The Screw Soapers Guild - Writers Presenters & 
Listeners Group 4th Tues, 7.30pm, stories, poems, 
songs and conversation. Albert 9600 7153, website: 
www.folkclub.com/folkodyssey/
Wednesday
Wisefolk Club Last Wed in month, 11am-2.30pm, 
Toongabbie Bowling Club, 12 Station Rd, lunch at club 
bistro. Sonia 9621 2394 Allen 9639 7494, 
Thursday
Sutherland Folk Club
2nd  Thurs concert night. All ages. Members are 
welcome to join us at any of our concerts, do a floor 
spot. Enjoy a friendly , sociable night’s entertainment, 
support local talent. Contact Jenny 9576 2301.
Blackheath Folk At The Ivanhoe
1st Thurs, 7.30pm. Ivanhoe Hotel Blackheath. Free 
entry, all ages. Floor spots available on first come, first 
served basis. Enjoy a meal at the Ivanhoe and friendly, 
sociable entertainment. Christine davica@bigpond.net.
au 02 4787 7246
Friday
Hornsby Kuring-Gai Folk Club
■3rd Fri, 8pm, Each month Beatrice Taylor Hall, rear 
Willow Park Community Centre, Edgeworth David Ave, 
Guest artist and floor spots, light supper provided BYO 
grog.  Barry Parks 9807 9497 bpparks@tpg.com.au
lllawarra Folk Club
■Irregular Fridays, Wollongong City Diggers Club, 
cnr Burelli & Church Streets, 1300 887 034 www.
illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Springwood Acoustic Music Club, or SNC Acoustic 
Club. www.sncc.org.au/events/springwood-acoustic-
club. Phone 02 4751 3033
Toongabbie Music Club
2nd and 4th Fri 8pm, Northmead Scout Hall, 
Whitehaven Road, Northmead. A session always 
happens so bring instruments. Allen Davis 9639 7494 
allendavis@iprimus.com.au. or Ray Pulis 9899 2102.
Saturday
■Bluegrass & Traditional Country Music Society of Aust. 
1st Sat, March-December Sydney get-together. Annandale 
Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston St, Annandale. Band 
workshop 7pm, concert 8.15pm, jamming all night. All 
welcome: $5/7. (02) 9456 1090  www.bluegrass.org.au

lllawarra Folk Club, 
■Irregular Saturdays, Wollongong City Diggers Club, 
cnr Burelli & Church Streets, 1300 887 034 www.
illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Loaded Dog Folk Club
■4th Sat, Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 
Johnston St, 8pm. Sandra Nixon, 9358 4886, kxbears@
ozemail.com.au. www.theloadeddog.org.au
■ The Shack. 1st Sat, presents 21st century 
original,contemporary and traditional folk music at the 
Tramshed, 1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen at 7:30. 
BYO drinks and nibblies. Rhonda 0416 635 856 . www.
theshacknarraabeen.com
■Troubadour Folk Club
Central Coast, 4th Sat. in month 7pm CWA Hall, Woy 
Woy. (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf), The Boulevard, 
Woy Woy. Admission: $11/$9/$8. Floor spots available.. 
includes light supper. 4342 6716 www.troubadour.org.au
Fairlight Folk Acoustic Lounge
Held four times a year, Feb, May, Aug. Nov (usually 
1st Sat) 7.30pm. Comfortable, relaxed environment 
for  quality live acoustic music. After show - jam. BYO 
drinks and nibbles. Light refreshments available. 
William St Studios, Fairlight (The Baptist Church down 
from Sydney Rd. Contact Rosie 9948 7993. www.
fairlightfolk.com

Monday
Bush Music Club
Community Centre, 44/142 Addison Rd, Marrickville, 
7.30pm. Music workshop. All singers and musicians 
welcome. Allen 9639 7494
Tuesday
Irish Music Session: Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month from 7.30 – 10.30pm @ The Shamrock 
Inn, Asquith Leagues Club, Alexandra Pd. Waitara 
(short walk from station). It’s an open session and all 
musicians are welcome with focus on tunes rather than 
songs. Phone Norm 9489 5786/normanmerrigan@
optusnet.com.au
Irish music lessons, beginners and advanced, 
instruments including fiddle, flue, whistle, guitar, banjo. 
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St. Surry Hills, 9212 1587 
info@gaelicclub.com.au
Wednesday
Jolly Frog Hotel. Jam Night. Cnr Bridge & Macquarie 
Sts, Windsor. 7.30pm to late. Mark 0419 466 004
Gosford Bush Poets
Last Wednesday night of every month 7pm. The 
Gosford Hotel, cnr of Mann & Erina Sts Gosford. 
Everyone welcome to share in night of fun, friendship 
and great poetry. Contact Vic Jefferies, 02 96394911 or 
jeffries@tech2u.com.au
The Cronulla Music Club 1st Wednesday. Cronulla  
RSL   2pm -  5pm. Contact Brian Dunnett 02 9668 
9051/Jenny 02 9576 2301
Bush Bash. Weekly gathering celebrating Australian 
bush songs, ballads, city ditties, yarns, recitations, 
bush dance tunes. Imperial Hotel, 252 Oxford St, 
Paddington. 830pm-1030pm. (Lounge opens 7.30pm). 
Free. Warren Fahey wfahey@bigpond.net.au
Thursday
■Sutherland Acoustic
4th Thursday of each. month from 7.30pm Gymea 
Tradies Club, Kingsway, Gymea. Friendly jam. All 
welcome to sing, play an instrument, recite poetry or 
just listen. Enq. Jenny 95762301
■Gaelic Club.Irish music session, 8pm. Plus Irish music 
lessons, instruments including fiddle, flute, whistle, 
guitar, banjo. Gaelic Club, Surry Hills  9212 1587 info@
gaelicclub.com.au
Friday
■Duke's Place. 2nd Friday (Feb-Dec), 7.30-11.30pm. 
Addison Road Centre, 142 Addison Road, Marrickville. 
$10, bring a plate. Sandra 9358 4886.
Singing Session - formerly held at the Gaelic Club, 1st 
Fri, 7-11pm. Hut 44, Addison Road Centre 142 Addison 
Rd, Marrickville. Cost - gold coin, BYO, plus a contribu-
tion to supper if wanted. Glenys 4758 7851, geddy_by@
internode.on.net

Saturday 
Bush Music Club Bush Dances
Beecroft Dance, 1st Sat (except Jan), Beecroft 
Community Centre, Beecroft Road, 7.30 - 11.30pm. 
Sigrid 9980 7077, Wilma 9489 5594. Ermington Dance, 
June and Dec, Ermington Community Centre, 10  
River Road, 7-11pm. Don 9642 7949. $19, $17, 
members $14. bushmusic.org.au
■Central Coast Bush Dance2nd Sat, 7.30 - 11.30pm,  
East Gosford Progress Hall, Henry Parry Dr and Wells 
St, $15/$12.  Robyn 4344 6484.
Scottish and Old Time Dance
■2nd Sat, 8pm, Uniting Church, 9-11 Bay St, Rockdale. 
$3 incl. supper. Chris Thom 9587 9966
■Scottish and Old Time DancingOrkney and Shetland 
Assoc. 3rd Sat, 8-11 pm. St David’s Hall, Dalhousie St, 
Haberfield. $3 inc. supper. Visitors most welcome. Jean 
Cooney 9874 5570.
■Macedonian Dance Class Rockdale. 6.30-8.30pm, $5. 
Y Kaporis 0412 861 187
■Mortdale Scottish DancersLearners night (for learners 
and experienced), 7.30- 9.30pm. Pensioners Welfare 
Club Hall, 76 Pitt Street, Mortdale. Pam Jehan 9580 
8564.
■Linnéa Swedish FolkdancersEstonian House, 141 
Campbell St, Surry Hills. New members welcome. For 
times contact Graeme Traves 9874 4194, linneafolk@
hotmail.com
■Medieval Miscellany (Medieval Dancing). All Saints Parish 
House, cnr Oxford and Cromwell Sts, New Lambton. 
Saturdays, 3.30-5.30pm. $10. Dianne 4936 6220

■Eastern Suburbs Poetry Group
1st Friday, Church in the Market Place, Bondi Junction. 
6.30-8.30pm. Gina 9349 6958
Macquarie Towns Music Club. 3rd Friday every 
month, from 7.30pm. Bring along instruments, 
songs, poems etc, for fun, friendly night. Richmond 
Neighbourhood Centre, 20 West Market St, Richmond. 
$5, guests $7. Taia 4567 7990
Springwood Neighbourhood Centre Acoustic 
Club  4th Fri, (Feb - Nov) 8pm, $7/$5, Springwood 
Neighbourhood Centre, Macquarie Rd (next to library 
and Oriental Hotel.) Visitors and floor performers 
welcome, Theresa 47518157, Jeannette 4754 4893
Sunday
■Hotel Illawarra Wollongong, 3rd Sunday, 3pm, 
spoken word, 5pm acoustic music 
■Irish Music Session  ellys, King Street, Newtown, 
6pm. Enq. 9559 6300
■Irish Music Session. 3rd Sunday. Bennet Hotel, 
Hamilton, 4-7.30pm Roz and Shane Kerr 44967 3167
■Irish Music Sessions - Dicey Riley’s, Wollongong 
2pm.
■Music lessons for kids. 12 noon - 3pm. Focus on tin 
whistle. Gaelic Club. Surry Hills 9212 1587.
■Music Session Hero of Waterloo, cnr Lower Fort St 
and Windmill Street, The Rocks. 6-10pm. Brendan 
9818 4864
Traditional Irish Music 'Slow Session' for begin-
ners/ intermediate players of Irish Traditional Music 
(melody instruments only).  6 30pm. Tritton Hall, Hut 
44, Addison Rd Community Centre, 142 Addison Rd, 
Marrickville. $10, conc. $5, includes tea & bikkies. 
Brian 0414 565 805

BATEMANS BAY: Scottish Country Danc-
ing, Batemans Bay Caledonian Society -Tues-
day 7.30pm at Batemans Bay Bowling Club 
- visitors welcome. Warren 4457 2065.
BATHURST:
Irish Ceili. Mon. 7.30 - 8.30pm. Irish Step dancing, 6.30 
- 7.30pm. Bathurst CWA Hall, Russell Street.
BELLINGEN:  Celtic Australian Session. Saturday 
from about 1pm. Northern end of Church Street cafe 
strip. John 6655 5898 Carole 6655 1225
BLUE MOUNTAINS: Blue Mountains Heritage 
Dancers, Wednesday in term time, 730pm-930pm.  
Wentworth Falls SOA. 217 Great Westn Hwy. Caroline 
0439 314 948, dba23266@bigpond.net.au or Patrick 
0412 786 988
Blue Mountains Folk. Mid Mountains Commuinity 
Centre. Joy Anderson Room, 7 New St, Lawson. 3rd 
Sunday, 3.30pm - 6pm. $7, $5, under 12 free. Nick 
Szentkuti 4758 7953, szentkuti@exemail.com.au
Irish Session at the Carrington, Katoomba. 4th 
Sunday, 3pm.
BRAIDWOOD: 
Braidwood Folk Music Club meets every 3rd Thursday 
now at the Anglican Church Hall, BYO everything. Info 
Sue 4842 8142
Tallaganda Dance Troupe. Folk dance, Mon. 
9.30am (Noela 4842 8004) 35 Coronation Ave, Braidwood.
BROKEN HILL: Occasional acoustic jam nights at Bell’s 
Milk Bar. Contact Broken Hill Art Exchange, (08) 8008 83171
CANOWINDRA
Canowindra Folk Club. 4th Sun, 4pm. Feature act plus 
open mic. Taste Canowindra.
CENTRAL COAST, Troubadour 4th Sat. in month 
7pm CWA Hall, Woy Woy. (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf), 
The Boulevard, Woy Woy. Admission: $11/$9/$8. Floor 
spots available.. includes light supper. Marilyn or Frank 
4341 4060 or 0419 231 319
COBARGO: Yuin Folk Club, Occasional concerts. 
Enq. Richard Depledge  6493 6199. yuinfolkclub@
bigpond.com, website: www.cobargofolkfestival.com 

REGIONAL  EVENTS
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ACROSS  THE  BORDERKenning 4952 1327. Email: westwick@wix.com.au
The Beehive, as requested.  8 Lewis St, Is-
lington. Neville Cunningham 4969 4246. 
NOWRA:
Balkan and International Folk Dance, Mon, 7.30pm, 
Cambewarra Hall. Suzi Krawczyk 4446 0569, plotki@
shoal.net.au
International Folk Dance, Progress Hall, Boorawine 
Tce, Callala Bay. Tuesday (school term), 7.15-9pm. 
Maureen 446 6550, mep@pnc.com.au
Celtic Craic – 9 piece acoustic traditional band. 
Tuesday 7.30 John’s place. Chris Langdon 4446 1185, 
chrislangdon@optusnet.com.au or Mark Nangle 4454 
5028, nangle@shoalhaven.net.au.
Scottish Country Dance Group, Presbyterian Church 
Hall, Kinghome St (next to Woollies), Wed, 8pm, all 
welcome. Jill 4421 3570
Shoalhaven Bush and Folk Dancing Club, Friday 
(school term, 8-10pm, Cambewarra Hall. Margaret 
4421 0557.
Shoalhaven Acoustic Music Assoc, Bomaderry 
Bowling Club, formal concerts, not always folk, approx 
quarterly. George Royter 4421 3470.
ORANGE
Orange Dirt Music (new club) meets 3rd Saturday 
of the month from 3pm.  These are jam sessions of 
acoustic folk, jazz, blues etc. rotating around each oth-
ers’ houses and all are welcome.  For more information 
and registration contact Cilla Kinross ckinross@csu.
edu.au tel 02 6365 8221 (ah) or Nick King 6362 .
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
Bowral Folk Club. 3rd Thurs, 8-10.30pm. Fentons 
Cocktail Bar, upstairs at the Grand Bar, 295 Bong Bong 
St, Bowral. Traditional music from around the world. 
Brian Hayden 4861 6076.
Burrawang Folk, 4887 7271
Southern Highlands Recreational lnternational Folk 
Dance Group, Bowral Presb Church Hall, Bendooley 
St, Thurs (school term), 9-llam. Margaret 4861 2294 
Southern Highlands Scottish Country Dance Group, 
Moss Vale Uniting Church, Cnr Argyll and Spring 
Streets, Wednesday, 7.30pm. All welcome. Enq. 4861 
6471.
TAREE
Lazarka International Folk Dance Group, Manning River 
Steiner School Hall, Wed. 5.30-8.30pm, Thurs 9am - 
11am. Sandra 6552 5142.
WAGGA WAGGA
Downside Bush Dance & Open Mic, Tin Shed Rat-
tlers, 1st  Sat, Noel Raynes 6928 5541.
WAUCHOPE, 1st Saturday Concert with in-
vited artists 7.30 pm 3rd Saturday Open perfor-
mance session 7.30 at Café Blue Frog, High St. 
Enq,John 6585 1488 email Uniting@tsn.cc
WOLLONGONG
Bluegrass Jam Session, 3rd Sat each month. 7.30-
11pm. Thirroul Neighbouhood Centre next to post office.
lllawarra Folk Club, 1st Friday and 3rd Saturday, 
Wollongong City Diggers Club, cnr Burelli & Church 
Streets, 1300 887 034 www.illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Jamberoo: Session, Jamberoo Pub, Thurs, 7.30pm. 
claire@kissevents.com.au
Poet’s Breakfast, Wed. 7,.15am. Wollon-
gong Writers’ Centre, Town Hall, Corrimal St. 
Tony Stoddart, immune@exemail.com.au
UOW Folk Club, 12.30pm, Mondays, Fridays. 
Old timey, bluegrass, Celtic session. Duck Pond 
(in front of library), University of Wollongong. 
David Harman, dharman@uow.edu.au
Wollongong White Heather Scottish Country 
Dance Group, Mon, 7.30 -10pm, St Andrew’s 
Church Hall, Kembla St. All welcome. Arnold Thurl-
ing 4228 1986 or Grace Halliday 4229 3480
Wongawilli Colonial Dance Club, Bush Dance, 
Wed, 8pm, musos and dancers all welcome, Com-
munity Hall, West Dapto Rd, Wongawilli. David 0409 
57 1788. www.wongawillicolonialdance.org.au: 

ACT
Monaro Folk Society Inc, Post Office Box 482 Civic 
Square, ACT 2608. 0409 817 623 dance@mfs.org.au 
http://mfs.org.au/wiki/index.php/Calendar.
Jammalong at Up-Opping. 1st Sat, 10am-2pm. 
Church of Christ, 82-88 Limestone Ave, Ainslie. Free 
parking. Refreshments for sale.
Shape Note Singing. 1st & 3rd Weds, 7-9pm. The 
Friends Meeting House, cnr Bent & Condamine Sts, 
Turner. Books provided; a desire to sing is all you need.
Jammalong in Canberra. 2nd Sat, 12 noon till we 
have had enough. Under pergola beside Enid Lyons St, 
lake side of Questacon Building. Bring a song to share 
and a portable chair.
Murrumbateman Acoustic Music Club. Last Sun of 
month, 6-9.15pm. Blackboard concert: 3 songs or 15 
minutes per set. Country Inn, Barton Hwy. Eric 6254 4305

NORTHERN TERRITORY: 
Top End Folk Club, PO Box 41551, Casuarina, NT 
0811. :Di Howard, 08 8945 0436 (ah), www.members.
ozemail.com.au/
QUEENSLAND 
Brisbane Folk Club, Larrie Cook 07 3345 1718.
Cairns Folk Club, Ray Elias 07 4039 2493The Folk 
Rag (Mag), PO Box 517, Everton Park 4053, Tel. 0437 
736 799 or 07 3855 1091, nimda@FolkRag.org; www.
FolkRag.org
Qld Colonial and Heritage Dancers. PO Box 3011, 
Yeronga 4104. Jan Orloff ph/fax 07 3848 7706, 
colonialdance@optusnet.com.au
Woodford Folk Festival. PO Box 1134, Woodford 
4514. qff@woodfordfolkfestival.com; www.
woodfordfolkfestival.com.
TASMANIA
Celtic Southern Cross Folk Music Catalogue. Beth 
Sowter, music@celt.com.au; www.celt.com.au; PO Box 
100, Legana, as 7277.
Folk Federation of Tasmania Inc. PO Box 1638 Hobart 
7001. Peter Hicks 0409 216 752
VICTORIA
Ballarat Folk Club, John Ruyg 03 5332 7872
Boite World Music Cafe, Fitzroy, 03 9417 3550 (w), 
http:// www.boite.asn.au
Geelong Folk Club, 2nd. Fri - Coffee House Folk- 
singing and session - at Cafe Go! Bellerine St. Geelong, 
from 7.30pm. Last Fri - Upstairs at The Pancake 
Kitchen, Moorabool St. for songs and session. Contact: 
Marie Goldsworthy 03 5221 1813 or Jamie McKinnon 
03 5261 3443
Traditional Social Dance Assoc. of Victoria. 
Marion Stabb (03) 9439 7100
Victorian Folk Music Club Inc. GPO Box 2025S, 
Melbourne 3001. Brian Venten 03 9884 9476, gillespie.
jeanette.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
Bill Butler 03 9876 4366, billb@bigpond.net.au
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WA Folk Federation. PO Box 328, Inglewood, WA, 
6932. Rob Oats 08 9375 9958.www.wafolk.iinet.net.au 
Email: all@wafolk.iinet.net.au

COOMA, International Folk Dancing, Uniting Church 
Hall, Soho St, Thurs, 6pm. Fran 6453 3282 (h)
DUBBO FOLK CLUB, Usually 2nd Sunday, 2.30pm, 
Western Star Hotel All welcome. Di Clifford 6882 0498 0458 032 150
GOSFORD BUSH POETS - last Wednesday 
night of every month 7pm. The Gosford Hotel, cnr of 
Mann & Erina Sts Gosford. Everyone welcome to share 
in night of fun, friendship and great poetry. Contact Vic 
Jefferies, 02 96394911 or jeffries@tech2u.com.au
GOULBURN. 
Bush traditions sessions at the Old Goulburn Brewery. 
1st Fri (except Jan & April), 7.30pm. Bradley Grange, 
Bungonia Rd, Goulburn. David Johnson 4884 4214 
bushtraditions.org/sessions/goulburnsession.htm
Irish and Celtic music sessions at the Old Goulburn 
Brewery. 3rd Fri. Bradley Grange, Bungonia Rd. 4821 6071.
GULGONG 
Gulgong Folk Club, 3rd Friday, Waratah Hotel, 
Mudgee 5pm. PO Box 340, Gulgong NSW  2852, Bob 
Campbell 02 6373 4600, gulgongfolkfestival.com
Gulgong Music Session. 2nd & 4th Thurs, 
5-8pm. Centennial Hotel. 6374 1241
KIAMA “No Such Thing”. Yvonne O’Grady 
hosts an Australian tune session suitable for 
beginners every Monday in Kiama. Yvonne 
02 4233 1073, iffaj@shoal.net.au.
LITHGOW - Folk Club session. 1st Sun, 
from 3.30pm. Lithgow Workies. 6372 2068
MUDGEE
Music Session. 1st & 3rd Thurs, 5-8pm. 
Courthouse Hotel. 63722068
NEWCASTLE:
Acoustic Folk Lounge, 1st Wednesdays, 7-10pm. 
Downstairs, Grand Hotel, cnr Church and Bolton Sts, New-
castle. Circle session. All welcome. 4967 3146, catherine.
laudine@uon.edu.au, Tracy 0402 761 520
Bush and Colonial Dancing, 3rd Sund each month 
2-4pm. Beginners and visitors always welcome. All 
Saints Anglican Hall, New Lambton. Enq. Margaret Ken-
ning 02 4952 1327 email: westwick@wix.com.au or Bill 
Propert 02 4946 5602 email propert@netspace.net.au
Greek Folk Dance Lessons. Fridays, 6-8pm. Hip-
pocrates Hall, 30 Crebert St, Mayfield. Irini Kassas 
0411 795 766, hippocrates_trust@hotmail.com
Newcastle and Hunter Valley Folk Club, 1st Sat. 
7.30pm  (not Jan)  Wesley Centre, Beaumont St, Ham-
ilton. (Dances held 4 times a year, March, June, Sept, 
Nov) Lainey 4943 4552, 0421 412 358 laineyv@big-
pond.com. www.newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au
Traditional Irish/Folk Session, 1st Sunday, 
3-6pm. Lake Macquarie Hotel, opp. Morissett 
Railway Station. Gabriele 0418 146 555, Sharyn 
0418 146 554, gcalcagno2008@hotmail.com
Lakeside Folk Circle, 4th Sunday, every month. 
Teralba Community Hall, Anzac Pade, Lake Macquarie. 
4-7pm. $2.50. Paul 4959 6030. nager99@hotmail.com
People’s Chorus Practice, 6pm, Trades Hall 
Council Meeting Rooms (opp. Panthers’ Club, 
main entrance), Newcastle. Rod Noble 4962 
3432 email: Frances.Munt@newcastle.edu.au
Newcastle Irish Set Dancers, Tuesdays, 7.30-
9.00pm, Scots Kirk, Hamilton, Newcastle. Julia 
or Arthur, 4955 5701 juliasmith@tpg.com.au, or 
<http://users.tpg.com.au/juliasm/Irish-Dance/
Hunter Bush Poets, 2nd Tuesday 7pm, Tarro Hotel; 
Ron Brown 4951 6186. 
Hunter Folk Dancers, Enquiries: Julia or Arthur on 02 
4955 5701, 
Irish Music Session, Bennett Hotel, Hamilton, 3rd 
Sun, 4pm. Roz and Shane Kerr 4967 3167
Newcastle Poetry in the Pub, 3rd Monday, 7.30pm, 
Northern Star Hotel, Hamilton. Glenn 4967 1460.
Newcastle Strath Hunter Dancers, Mondays 
Adults 7.30pm, Wallsend Uniting Church. Thurs-
days Juniors 4.15pm, Youth  5.30pm, All Saints 
Hall, New Lambton. Elma: 4943 3436.
Welsh & Cornish Folk Dancing, Mon, 7.30-9.30pm, 
All Saints Anglican Hall, Cromwell St, New Lambton. 
Beginners and visitors always welcome. Enq. Margaret 


