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Advertising artwork required by 5th 
of each month.  Advertisements can 
be produced by Cornstalk if required. 
Please contact the editor for enquiries 
about advertising (02) 6493 6758
All cheques for advertisements and 
inserts to be made payable to the Folk 
Federation of NSW Inc
Cornstalk Editor - Coral Vorbach
PO Box 5195. Cobargo   NSW  2550 
6493 6758 cornstalk@folkfednsw.org.au
Cornstalk is the official publication of 
the Folk Federation of NSW. Contribu-
tions, news, reviews, poems, photos 
welcome!
Artwork Specifications. Cornstalk is 
produced using Adobe InDesign. Art-
work should be supplied in one of the 
following formats: JPEG, TIFF, EPS, 
PNG or PDF.  Fonts should be outlined.
Artwork MUST be high resolution (at 
least 300dpi).
No part of Cornstalk may be reproduced 
without permission of the publishers. 
All care but no responsibility taken for 
omissions or errors.
Wrap Co-ordinator James Baxter  
9810 4131 - baxjam@folkfednsw.org.au
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The Folk Federation of NSW Inc, 
formed in 1970, is a Statewide body 
which aims to present, support, encour-
age and collect folk music, folk dance, 
folklore and folk activities as they 
exist in Australia in all their forms. It 
provides a link for people interested 
in the folk arts through its affiliations 
with folk clubs throughout NSW and its 
counterparts in other States. It bridges 
all styles and interests to present the 
folk arts to the widest possible audience.
Committee
President: Andy Busuttil
Vice President: Max Gregory
Secretary: Pam Davis  9955 3677 
secretary@folkfednsw.org.au
Treasurer: Bruce Cameron  6331 1129 
treasurer@folkfednsw.org.au
General Members: Dallas and James Baxter, 
Terry Clinton, Sandra Nixon, Brian Gutkin, 
Malcolm Menzies, Kate Maclurcan,

Membership/Listserv/JAM:   
Wayne Richmond  9939 8802 
wayne@humphhall.org
Others
Events – Margaret Walters 
Cornstalk Editor – Coral Vorbach 
Folkmail – Julie Bishop
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Post Office Box A182
Sydney South NSW 1235
ISSN 0818 7339   ABN 94 115 759 221
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 The Folk Federation of NSW - Membership Application Form
Name/s: Eve phone: Day phone:

Mobile:

Email:
Address:

Membership Type (Tick one)

Please find enclosed $ ____  being my subscription for  ___  years.

Individual - $25
Family (more than one in same household) - $30  Other name/s: _________________________________
Affiliate (organisation) - $35  Contact Name: _____________________________________

I enclose my cheque/money order payable to: Folk Federation of NSW;    or

Card number:  ___  ___  ___  ___ / ___  ___  ___  ___ / ___  ___  ___  ___ / ___  ___  ___  ___

Name on card:  ________________________________________________________________

Signature:

The membership year runs from 1st May to 30th April or from 1st November to 31st October.  Allowances are 
made in your favour for people joining at other times.  Send to: PO Box A182, Sydney South NSW 1235.

Expiry Date:  ____  /  ____

Please charge my credit card: (Tick one)

If your event misses Cornstalk, Julie 
Bishop 02 9524 0247, julie@folkfedn-
sw.org.au can include it in Folkmail, 
the weekly email to members. And 
don’t forget that as a member you can 
put information on jam.org.au, where 
helpful tutorials will guide you. 
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Registered Charity p3
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Ann Vriend (Canada) p7
Edwina & Deko (Berlin) p7
Festival News p8
Folk News p10
Warren Fahey's Plea for the ABC p10
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Ewan MacColl, A Retrospective p12
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Deadline date for April/May edition: 
12th March 2017.

ADVERTISING SIZES
Size mm Members Not Mem

Full page 210 x 297 $80 $120
1/2 page 210 x 146 $40 $70
1/4 page 100 x 146 $25 $50
1/8 page 100 x 75    $15 $35

Apology: Last Issue, page 3, Mark 
Gregory was named as our new 
Vice-President. Please note that 
MAX Gregory holds that posi-
tion. Apologies to both Max and 
Mark! Also to Brian Gutkin, 
who appears as 'Brian Gutking' 
in the page 2 Committee List.
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Registered Charity
The Folk Federation can now accept tax deductible dona-
tions, provided they are made out to "Folk Federation Public 
Fund". (That wording is very important to the Australian Tax 
Office.) We are looking at developing a range of new initia-
tives in 2017. This will depend on available finances so, if 
you are able to support the work of the Folk Federation, your 
donation will be gratefully accepted. We will send you the 
appropriate receipt as soon as possible. You can confirm that 
your donation will be tax deductible by visiting abr.business.

gov.au/HelpDgr.aspx and 
entering "Folk Federation 
of New South Wales" in 
the search box.

Did you know the Folk 
Federation is also a 
registered charity? When 
you see an organisation 
displaying the Registered 
Charity Tick you can be 
assured they have been 
assessed by the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-

profits Commission. Visit acnc.gov.au/ACNC/FindCharity 
and search for "Folk Federation of New South Wales" and 
there we are on the ACNC Charity Register.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Another year passes and another one starts. Our years march 
on and one feature of 2016 has been the number of musicians 
in the public eye who have left this mortal coil and moved on 
to a different plane. There have also been, undoubtedly, many 
for whom music was a blessing in their life, weren’t so promi-
nent and did the same. One thing they did have in common 
was the blessing of music.

Music is an interesting phenomenon. It binds many of us. 
Separates many of us. Inspires unification around causes and 
generates a great deal of division and anger. However, one 
thing remains true and that is that music carries with it an 
awesome emotional power. It can move revolutions, create a 
sense of joy and euphoria, and stir the flames of anger when 
focused on injustice and sorrow when dealing with themes of 
loss and tragedy. It has the capacity to generate a sympathetic 
response when it touches something deeply personal in us. 

The consequence of a performance of music is in itself a 
demonstration of its own structure. Harmony on stage and 
relationship between members of a band resonate with audi-
ences who experience the resonance of the band in their own 
responses and reactions. 

The life of a musician is also a complex set of structures. The 
desire to create something of beauty carries with it a conun-
drum of demands. How to promote what we do and create a 
living for ourselves. How to generate a project that has true 
meaning and demonstrates integrity in what we perform and 
how we do it. How to link up with others so that the commu-
nity of musicians becomes stronger and more vibrant. How to 
find others of like mind with whom we can form collabora-
tions and create yet another set of new sounds and experienc-
es for the listener and the musician alike. A way to share with 
others the joy we experience as musicians and performers. 

These features are also true of those 
for whom dance and other folk arts 
are an expression. These are all 
skills that we want to share 
because we deeply believe 
that the folk arts are there 
to describe our existence 
and cultural leanings and 
we want to be able to share 
them.

This brings me to the focal 
point of this editions’ ‘presi-
dent’s report’. We need a place 
where we can gather and share. Our 
lives tend to put us in widely distance 
places where it is hard for us to get together as easily as we 
may like. The tyranny of distance is a hallmark of a land as 
huge as this one. The virtual world provides us with both a 
distraction and medium through which we have discovered 
we can talk to each other far more readily. 

The NSW Folk Federation committee made a decision last 
year on the basis of a strategic planning workshop that a web-
site would be potentially a useful asset to achieve the support-
ive things that our members require. We are close to realising 
our ambition. It has proven to be a complex and difficult task, 
far more so than I would have ever guessed but that is the na-
ture of trying to coalesce a Federation that has been going for 
many years into one place. Once the website is generated and 
available to the membership and to others who could find it a 
useful place for them to co-exist let us hope that it is used and 
sustained and in turn sustains those for whom it is a benefit.

Welcome to 2017 folks. I know I speak on behalf of the com-
mittee when I say we wish you every success in the coming 
year with many fruitful and engaging performances and com-
munion between yourselves and with your audiences.

Andy Busuttil

Focus on Folk
6-7pm 1st Saturday

4 February Kate Delaney (from her collection)
4 March Carole Garland (UK biased selection)
Anyone with a CD they would like to add to the library 
collection for consideration for airplay please forward to: 

Focus on Folk, Post Office Box A182, Sydney South 1235

N.B. Focus on Folk is also streamed on FineMusicFM.com
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Dates for your diary                                 February  - March 2017
Metropolitan 

February 
Friday 3rd February
Humph Hall. ANNA SALLEH AND 
GUY STRAZZ, with 'A Taste of Bra-
zil'. Anna, with her vocal artistry, and 
Guy, maestro guitarist, share a love 
for Brazilian music, which captivated 
Anna as a child and took her to Rio in 
2010, where she explored the roots of 
bossa nova, and learned about samba 
and choro (originally an instrumental 
form of music that preceded samba). 
Guy has also loved and played this 
music since childhood. ABC Radio 
National made a documentary 'Brazil 
Calling' about Anna's musical journey 
of discovery in Brazil. sallehand-
strazz.com. 85 Allambie Rd, Allam-
bie Heights. 7pm. Limited seating. 
Concert fully booked.  Contact to 
be put on the waiting list: Wayne
9939 8802, wayne@humphhall.org

Saturday 4th February
Beecroft Bush Dance, with 
CURRAWONG BUSH BAND. 
Dances taught and called. 
Beecroft Community Centre, Beecroft 
Rd (opp. Fire Stn). 7.30-11.30pm. 
$19, $17, Bush Music Club 
members $14. Sigrid 9980 
7077, Wilma 9489 5594

The Shack. BEN NOIR. Presents a 
French Cabaret' (recently released at 
Django Bar) - a little journey to Paris 
through the eyes of a singer looking 
to make his mark in that city. Hu-
mour, pathos, stories, fine musicians 
(piano accordions/ keys, guitar, 
double bass, percussion, backing 
vocals, spectacular vocal acrobatics).  
+ JEREMY SMITH, local singer 
songwriter, influenced by early 1970s 
US writers, traditional and contempo-
rary Irish music, reinterprets for 
songs old and new. Has performed 
widely. + LINES OF FLIGHT 
- Brent Keogh and Katie Anderson. 

World, folk, classical, pop influences, 
unique, earthy sound. Guitar, oud, 
mandolin, Irish whistle, flute, vocals, 
refreshing arrangements of traditional 
and original songs. Music Lounge, 
upstairs from Mimmo's Pizza, 642 
Pittwater Rd, Brookvale. 7.30-late. 
$25. No BYO. Bar and food avail-
able. Book via shackfolk.com or 
phone Rhonda, 0413 635 856
Sunday 5th February
Banjo Paterson Park. Picking 
in the Park (first one for 2017): 
bluegrass. Picnic shelters, shade 
trees, electric BBQs, toilets, park-
ing. BYO instrument, food, drink, 
chair. All welcome. A very pleas-
ant relaxing afternoon with plenty 
of music thrown in! Punt Rd, 
Gladesville. 12 midday till dusk.

Thursday 9th February

Sutherland Acoustic. AMI 
WILLIAMSON. Classically trained, 
Ami is also a very fine songwriter 
and multi instrumentalist. Her 
performances are eclectic, different, 
quirky and exceptional, quite 
exquisite. A true one woman show. 
Gymea Tradies, cnr Manchester Rd 
and Kingsway. 7.30pm. $10. 
Jenny 9576 2301

Brass Monkey. ANN VRIEND 
(Canada). Award winning singer, 
songwriter, pianist, acclaimed song-
stress - singing "with the heart stop-
ping intensity of Aretha Franklin". 
Ann’s songs have a delicate balance 
between retro, soul, blues and jazz. 
With her band The Rooster Davis 
Group. 115a Cronulla St, Cronulla. 
Opens 7pm. $23.50 (standing room) 
- bookings, brassmonkey.com.au. For 
seated dinner and show, 9544 3844

Friday 10th February
Duke's Place. Australian Songs 
in concert and session, with singer 
songwriters SUE GEE and BRIAN 
JONATHON. Sue has long amused 
with her acerbic lyrics on politics, 
society and women's 'herstory'. Eco-
pella choir and ukekele-playing have 
spawned new environmental ditties 
and political parodies. Brian has been 
creative, with two albums in two
years: the latest, Is This Australia 
Fair, laments recent injustices. 
His way with words is not surpris-
ing - he attended poet WB Yeats' 
Dublin high school, and at age 8 
met playwright Brendan Behan, 
one of his grandad's drinking bud-
dies! Bush Music Club, Tritton Hall 
(Hut 44), Community Centre, 142 
Addison Rd, Marrickville. 8pm 
(doors 7.30), followed by sing-
ing session 10-11.30pm (gates 
close midnight). $10, bring songs, 
drinks, nibblies. Sandra 9358 4886

Brass Monkey. MAL EASTICK 
BAND. Australian blues guitar 
legend. 115a Cronulla St, Cronulla. 
8pm. $22 booked, brassmonkey.oztix.
com.au, $25 at door. 9544 3844

Sth Turramura Uniting Church. 
LOOSELY  WOVEN 'ON THE 
ROAD'. 21 instrumentalists & singers 
present a free, eclectic, folky show 
including The Beggar's Opera in 
'alf an 'our - excerpts from John 
Gay's bady, satirical portrait of 
life in 18th century London. 7pm. 
Free Chisholm & Vernon Streets, 
South Turramurra. 9939 8802

Saturday 11th February
Humph Hall. LOOSELY  WOVEN 
'ON THE ROAD'. 21 instrumen-
talists & singers present a free, 
eclectic, folky show including The 
Beggar's Opera in 'alf an 'our 
- excerpts from John Gay's bady, 
satirical portrait of life in 18th cen-
tury London. 2pm. Free 85 Allam-
bie Rd, Allambie Hts. 9939 8802
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Dates for your diary                                 February  - March 2017
Sunday 12th February
Brass Monkey. THE MORRI-
SONS. Winners of Australian Song 
Writers Assocation Song of the Year 
(folk/ acoustic, 2014), they fuse 
Australian stories with the spirit and 
intensity of Americana, bluegrass, 
country, folk. Aching harmonies, 
driving rhythms, virtuosic playing, 
a show of raw energy and emo-
tion. 115a Cronulla St, Cronulla. 
Opens 7pm. $17.85 (standing room). 
Bookings, brassmonkey.com.au. For 
seated dinner and show, 9544 3844

Petersham Bowlo. MAL EASTICK 
BAND. 77 Brighton St. 7pm. $26 in 
advance, trybooking.com/251969, 
or at the door. 9569 4639

Friday 17th February

Camelot Lounge. MIC CONWAY'S 
NATIONAL JUNK BAND and 
Guests, with 'Vaudevillia' (new 2017 
edition). Delicious food available. 
Fully licensed – NO BYO. Under-18s 
must be with an adult. 19 Marrick-
ville Rd, Marrickville. 9pm (doors 
7.30). $27.90, $22.90. Bookings, 
stickytickets.com.au/35525.

St Davids Uniting Church, DY. 
LOOSELY  WOVEN 'ON THE 
ROAD'. 21 instrumentalists & singers 
present a free, eclectic, folky show 
including The Beggar's Opera in 
'alf an 'our - excerpts from John 
Gay's bady, satirical portrait of life in 
18th century London. 7pm. Free St 
David Ave (next to police) 9939 8802

Saturday 18th February
The Loaded Dog. Margaret Walters 
- Margaret has been a regular face at 
the Dog since its inception in 1990. 
She loves singing unaccompanied 
chorus songs and the harmonies that 
are a specialty of the Dog audi-
ence. Redfern Shanty Club - Born 
in Berlin and moved to Redfern and 
Marrickville spreading the  love of 
shanties to a whole new generation. 

These two will get you singing along 
happily in no time!. Back Hall, An-
nandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 
Johnston St. 8pm (doors 7.40). $20, 
$18. BYO, supper available. Sandra 
9358 4886, theloadeddog.org.au

Friday 24th February
Heritage Hotel. ANN 
VRIEND (Canada). 240 Princ-
es Hwy, Bulli. 7pm. $20. 
Bookings 4284 5884, heri-
tagehotel.com.au.

Saturday 25th February
Venue 505. ANN VRIEND (Canada). 
280 Cleveland St, Surry Hills. 
venue505.com, 0419 294 755

March 
Friday 3rd March
Humph Hall. EDWINA AND DEKO. 
They met in a German class in Berlin; 
discovered a shared passion for the 
sound of the '60s, and began tour-
ing and songwriting. Deko (Enrico 
Decolle), songwriter, musician, pro-
ducer, is from Trieste; Edwina from 
Newport on Sydney’s northern beach-
es. Their songs tell of their journey 
from their roots in Australia and 
Italy to their adopted home in Berlin. 
Warm harmonies, raw emotions, a 
pure acoustic sound typical of '60s 
folk music, with the slightest touch of 
bluegrass and country-western. Songs 
from first album 'Berlin Seasons' 
(2014) and their latest album 
'Easy Road', just released. 
edwinadeko.blogspot.com.au. 85 Al-
lambie Rd, Allambie Heights. 7pm. 
Limited seating. Bookings 
strongly advised: Wayne 9939 
8802, wayne@humphhall.org

Saturday 4th March
Beecroft Bush Dance, with 
RYEBUCK BUSH BAND. 
Dances taught and called. 
Beecroft Community Centre, Beecroft 
Rd (opp. Fire Stn). 7.30-11.30pm. 
$19, $17, BMC members $14. Sigrid 
9980 7077, Wilma 9489 5594

The Shack. EDWINA AND 
DEKO. They met in a German class 
in Berlin; & found a shared passion 
for the '60s sound. Deko (Enrico De-
colle), songwriter, musician, producer, 
is from Trieste; Edwina from Syd-
ney’s Newport. Stories of their jour-

neys to their adopted home in Berlin. 
Warm harmonies, raw emotions, '60s 
folk sound, a bit of bluegrass & coun-
try-western. + Supports TBA. Music 
Lounge, upstairs from Mimmo's 
Pizza, 642 Pittwater Rd, Brookvale. 
7.30-late. $25. No BYO. A bar & food 
avail. Book via shackfolk.com or call
0413 635 856

Gaelic Club. SEAMUS 
BEGLEY TRIO: Seamus Begley 
(accordion, vocals), Dezi Donnelly 
(fiddle), Matt Griffin (guitar). 
The Bold Kerryman Tour: 
youtube.com/watch?v=VJPnoltE1wA. 
1st Floor, 64 Devonshire 
St, Surry Hills. 8pm. $30, 
trybooking.com/NRKV. Enq, 
Seamusfinneran@bigpond.com.

Thursday 9th March
Sutherland Acoustic. GEORGE 
MANN. Hailing from upstate 
New York, George is a frequent 
and cherished visitor to our club. 
This time he has a new CD to pro-
mote. Master songwriter and union 
song singer, also an outstanding 
yarn spinner. Gymea Tradies, cnr 
Manchester Rd and Kingsway. 
7.30pm. $10. Jenny 9576 2301

Friday 10th March
DUKE'S PLACE. Australian Songs 
in concert and session. WARREN 
FAHEY started performing in mid 
1960s and has never stopped. As a 
cultural historian he uses songs and 
storytelling to bring history to life. 
He has a unique repertoire of bush 
songs, early ballads, city ditties and 
associated folklore including po-
etry, drinking toasts and parodies. 
As a young lad he regularly at-
tended the BMC Singabout nights. 
His group, The Larrikins, founded 
in 1969, helped redefine Austra-
lian folk music. Bush Music Club, 
Tritton Hall (Hut 44), Community 
Centre, 142 Addison Rd, Marrick-
ville. 8pm (doors 7.30), followed by 
singing session 10-11.30pm (gates 
close midnight). $10, bring songs, 
drinks, nibblies. Sandra 9358 4886
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Saturday 11th March

Humph Hall. SCOTT COOK 
(CANADA). A roots balladeer with a 
rare personal warmth, Canada's Scott 
Cook has distilled the stories col-
lected over a decade of near-incessant 
touring across Canada, the USA, 
Europe, Asia, and Australia into 
straight-talking, keenly observant 
verse. Scott will be appearing with 
Bramwell Park (banjo, mandolin, 
guitar and harmonies) and Melissa 
Walker (bass & harmonies). 85 
Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights. 7pm. 
Limited seating. Bookings 
strongly advised: Wayne 9939 
8802, wayne@humphhall.org

Thursday 23rd March

Camelot Lounge. THE EAST 
POINTERS (Canada). Ontario singer 
guitarist Jake Charron & 7th generation 
Prince Edward Island musicians Tim 
(fiddle, percussion, vocals) and Koady 
Chaisson (banjo, step dance,vocals) 
make traditional music ridiculously 
hip. Beautiful original & trad. songs, 
adrenalised instrumental jigs, stomps & 
reels, heart-breaking harmonies. All 
grew up step-dancing before they could 
walk, grasping fiddles before they 
could talk. Delicious food avail. Fully 
licensed – NO BYO. <18s must be with 
adult. 19 Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 
8pm. $22.90 booked, stickytickets.com.
au/46873, $25 at door.

Friday 24th March
Foundry 616. MARA! "The Dom 
Perignon of our world music bands" 
return to this intimate venue, for a 
great night featuring old favourites 
and new works by band members 
Llew Kiek, Mara Kiek, Lloyd 
Swanton, Sandy Evans & Paul Cutlan. 
Mara!'s last Foundry show in 2016 
drew a 4.5 star review from SMH: 
"Ultimately it is the collective 
imaginative responses to its influences 
that makes Mara! such a bright jewel 
in Australia's world-music crown." 
Dinner & show packages avail. 
616-620 Harris St, Ultimo. 8.30pm. 
Tks, foundry616.com.au.

Saturday 25th March
The Loaded Dog. EQUAL 
BILLING. Helen & Tony Romeo 
have been Bush Music Club members 
since the late '70s and have a strong 
passion and affinity for Australian 
bush songs, music, dance and poetry. 
Tonight gives them the opportunity to 
present some of the favourite material 
they have gathered over their years in 
bush bands. + Christina Mimmocchi 
- Christina has been a community 
choir leader for close to 20 years and 
is a composer, sound artist and 
performer. She performs as a soloist 
and with has sung with various vocal 
ensembles including Blindman’s 
Holiday. Back Hall, Annandale 
Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston 
St. 8pm (doors 7.40). $20, $18. BYO, 
supper available. Sandra 9358 4886, 
theloadeddog.org.au

Regional and ACT
February 

Sunday 12th February
Smith's Alternative. ANN VRIEND 
(Canada); with her band The Rooster 
Davis Group. 76 Alinga St, Canberra. 
7pm. $20, $15. Bookings, smithsal-
ternative.com.
Saturday 18th February
Canberra Baptist Church Hall. 
VERSAILLES BALL. Dress mod 
formal, or magnificently Baroque. 
Social dance from the court of the 
Sun King. Currie St, Kingston.7-
11pm. $25 at door; disc earth-
lydelights.com.au. 6281 1098

North Arm Cove Com. Centre. 
LOOSELY  WOVEN 'ON THE 
ROAD'. 21 instrumentalists & sing-
ers present a free, eclectic, folky 
show including The Beggar's 
Opera in 'alf an 'our - excerpts 
from John Gay's bawdy, satiri-
cal portrait of life in 18th century 
London. 4pm. Free. 9939 8802

Sunday 19th February
Wallarobba Memorial Hall. 
LOOSELY  WOVEN 'ON THE 
ROAD'. 21 instrumentalists & sing-
ers present a free, eclectic, folky 
show including The Beggar's 
Opera in 'alf an 'our - excerpts 
from John Gay's bawdy, satiri-
cal portrait of life in 18th century 
London. 1pm. Free. 9939 8802

Saturday 25th February
Millthorpe School Hall. LOOSELY  
WOVEN 'ON THE ROAD'. 21 
instrumentalists & singers present a 
free, eclectic, folky show including 
The Beggar's Opera in 'alf an 'our 
- excerpts from John Gay's bawdy, 
satirical portrait of life in 18th cen-
tury London. 4pm. Free. 9939 8802

Sunday 26th February
Leura Uniting Church. LOOSELY  
WOVEN 'ON THE ROAD'. 21 
instrumentalists & singers present a 
free, eclectic, folky show including 
The Beggar's Opera in 'alf an 'our 
- excerpts from John Gay's bawdy, 
satirical portrait of life in 18th cen-
tury London. 1pm. Free. 9939 8802

March 
Thursday 2nd March
Lizotte's Newcastle. ANN VRIEND 
(Canada). 31 Morehead St Lambton. 
4956 2066, lizottes.com.au

Friday 3rd March
Flow Bar. ANN VRIEND (Canada). 
31 David St, Old Bar (near Taree). 
6557 4224, flowbar.com.au

Saturday 4th March
Mother's Milk, Sawtell. ANN 
VRIEND (Canada). 63 First Ave. 
0481 167 555

Sunday 12th March
The Rails. ANN VRIEND (Canada). 
86 Jonson St, Byron Bay. 6685 7662, 
therailsbyronbay.com
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Ann Vriend (Canada)
Edmonton-based Ann 
Vriend (pronounced 
“Vreend”) was born 
in Vancouver, BC.  
When her parents 
discovered their 
3-year-old could 
play nursery songs 
on a Fisher Price 
xylophone, they 
encouraged her musi-
cal development by 
enrolling her in violin 
lessons.  At age nine, 
when Vriend sought 
to accompany herself 
as a songwriter, she 
took piano lessons 
from an elderly 
woman down the 
street who charged 

$5 per visit.  In high school, in order to be able to do submit 
her home-made recordings for a school project, Vriend was 
coerced into performing 3 of her compositions at the school 
talent show.  Accolades from her fellow students translated 
into projects with older students in bands, scholarships at 
music college, 1st place in a songwriting contest which paid 
for her debut album, and praise from critics and loyal fans 
around the world.

Her song “The People In The Mean Time” was nominated 
for Pop Album of the Year at the Toronto Independent Music 
Awards (despite Vriend's residence in  Edmonton), garnering 
4/5 Stars in Beat Magazine (Australia), as well as 4/5 Stars in 
the Star Phoenix (Saskatoon, Canada).  

In addition to her strong album Vriend is also a powerful live 
performer: to date, and despite being an independent artist 
Vriend has sold more than 16,000 albums off the stage. As a 
balance between her intensely performed songs, “Vriend is 
fantastic in concert – a very, very, funny woman that tends to 
belt out her songs in between her most entertaining comedic 
intervals” (A n E Vibe Magazine).  In 2013 Vriend won the 
Canadian nation-wide “She's the One” contest at the Ottawa 
Bluesfest in the solo category, and last year her live show 
with her band garnered 4/4 stars in Die Rheinpfalz, Germany.  
“A delightful stage presence—she has an engaging, down-
to-earth manner, and the audience loved her.... do yourself a 
favour; go and see her!” -- writes Scenestr Magazine (Aus-
tralia).

Vriend's guest performance on CBC Radio's beloved “Vinyl 
Cafe with Stuart McLean” has aired 4 times in Canada and 
the USA since its original broadcast January 2014, while 
“For The People In The Mean Time” placed in many “Top 
100 Of The Year” radio lists in 2014, including on CKUA 
Radio.  Vriend was recently interviewed for ABC Radio's 
“The Inside Sleeve” (Australia), and has appeared on their 
beloved 'Spicks and Specks” comedic music trivia show.  A 
tune from an earlier release, “Feelin' Fine.” reached Gold 
Rotation on Edmonton's Magic 99 station, and according to 
station program director Kurt Leavins was the “most request-
ed song we had by any local artist in the station's history.” 
Writes !Earshot Radio: "Soaked in heady rhythm and blues 
harkening back to the 70s.... her intensity is unapologetic, 
energetic and vividly engaging.”

The sound of the 60s with  
Edwina & Deko (Berlin)

Edwina & Deko crossed paths in a German class in Berlin, 
far from their seaside homes of Australia and Italy. There 
they discovered a shared passion for the sound of the 60s and 
began their duo project touring and songwriting. Deko (En-
rico Decolle), is a songwriter, musician and producer from 
Trieste. Edwina is originally from Newport on Sydney’s own 
northern beaches.

Their original songs tell the story of their journey from their 
roots in Australia and Italy to their adopted home in Berlin, 
Germany, featuring warm harmonies, raw emotions and a 
pure acoustic sound typical of 60s folk music with the slight-
est touch of bluegrass and country-western around the edges. 
The concert will feature songs from their first album “Berlin 

Seasons” released in 2014 and from their latest album “Easy 
Road” just released. Edwina & Deko are an on-the-road 
project. They have taken their music to Germany, Italy and 
France and now for the first time as a duo, home to Australia.

Edwina & Deko's Sydney performances:
7pm, Friday 3rd March - Humph Hall

7.30pm, Saturday 4th March - The Shack
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festivals and events
2017

24th - 26th February, 2017
Cobargo Folk Festival
www.cobargofolkfestival.com
3rd - 6th March, 2017
Nannup Music Festival (WA)
www.nannupmusicfestival.org

10th - 13th March, 2017
Port Fairy Folk Festival
www.portfairyfolkfestival.com

10th - 13th March, 2017
WOMADelaide 
www.womadelaide.com.au

17th - 19th March, 2017
 Blue Mountains Music Festival
www.bmff.org.au

24th - 26th March, 2017
Yackendandah Folk Festival
www.folkfestival.yackendandah.com

13th - 17th April, 2017
National Folk Festival 
folkfestival.org.au

21st - 23rd April, 2017
Candelo Village Festival
www.candelovillagefestival.com

Blue Mountains Music Festival 
Katoomba’s annual Blue Mountains Music 
Festival (BMMF) returns for its 22nd year, 
17th -19th March, with Paul Kelly and Charlie 
Owen headlining, playing songs from their 
first album together, ‘Death’s Dateless Night’; 
and with The Waifs, Eddi Reader, Folk Uke 
and many more! 

En route to the funeral of a friend, Paul Kelly 
and Charlie Owen got to talking about all the 
songs they had played together and separately 
at such occasions over the years and decided 
to make an album which features The Beatles’ 
Let It Be, Leonard Cohen’s Bird on a Wire and Townes Van Zandt’s To Live Is to 
Fly, along with standards Pallet on the Floor, Stephen Foster’s Hard Times Come 
Again No More and Cole Porter’s Don’t Fence Me In. 

The Waifs return to the Festival as part of their 25th anniversary tour - marking 
25 years of performing and touring as an independent band in Australia. They 
will be heading back to their roots and playing songs from across their huge 
catalogue, including hidden gems and fan favourites. The Waifs’ seventh studio 
album ‘Beautiful You’ is being released to commemorate this achievement. The 
solo albums by Scotland’s Eddi Reader show her unique ability to move between 
different musical styles as both singer and songwriter, and follow her time with 
Fairground Attraction whose single ‘Perfect’ from the debut album ‘First of a 
Million Kisses’ topped the British charts. The album ‘The Best of Eddi Reader’ 
was released earlier this year. Folk Uke is Amy Nelson (daughter of Willie) and 
Cathy Guthrie (daughter of Arlo), and as such they are folk royalty. In the words 
of one of BMMF’s favourite performers, Steve Poltz, “Folk Uke makes my heart 
happy. They’re always entertaining and never fail to deliver scrumptious live sets 
that make my eardrums happy. I would walk 200 miles BAREFOOT across the 
scorching hot Arizona desert full of hissing rattlesnakes and hungry coyotes just 
to see them play. I’m a believer. ” 

The international contingent will feature an amazing variety of acts from Ireland, 
Scotland, Canada, The Netherlands, The US, India, Japan and Ethiopia. (Full 
performer list on website.) 

There will be three days of great music on seven stages, with over a hundred 
concerts, as well as the usual songwriters’ and instrumental circles, Heartland 
Conversations and roaming performers. 

Weekend tickets are on sale, bmff.org.au. For further information please contact 
Valerie MacIver, 9415 1424, valerie. maciver@vmpr.com.au

Colleen Burke's Festival Memories
The first Port Phillip Folk Festival held on the weekend of 11th and 12th 
February 1967, at the Melbourne Institute of Education, Carlton featured 
concerts, dances & workshops. The organising committee included singer 
songwriter Glen Tomasetti, Wendy Lowenstein, Norm O’Connor, Peter 
Dickie, Mike Counihan, Merle Lamb, Jane Durst and folk dancer Shirley 
Andrews. Shirley had been involved in the lead up to the 1967 Federal Ref-
erendum on the rights of Aboriginal Australians & Torres Strait Islanders.

I’d enjoyed Alan Marshall’s autobiography, I Can Jump Puddles, so at-
tended his festival presentation.

Declan was a performer at Saturday night’s ‘Australian Tradition concert’, which 
included Bill Berry, Pat & Norm O’Connor, Dave de Hugard, Glen Tomasetti, Gordon McIntyre, Danny Spooner & Shayna Carlin.

There were serious panel discussions and an eclectic range of performers for concerts and workshops covering traditional Brit-
ish Isles, Irish, Australian, blues and bluegrass, as well as contemporary music, with plenty of time to socialise.

Song writing in Australia was flourishing and a special songwriters’ concert was organised where we met Scotsman and 
singer-songwriter Harry Robertson.

Of course my memoir includes stuff on the early folk music scene as well as other Nationals and folk festivals.
[The Waves Turn: A Memoir, by Colleen Burke.]
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The 2017 Cobargo Folk Festival
It’s rare for a small festival to host a world premiere event 
but this year The Cobargo Folk Festival will present t two, 
though the first one is not strictly a part of the festival. Those 
inveterate larrikins, Warren Fahey and Max Cullen, are 
back on stage again following their successful show, Dead 
Men Talking – an hilarious dialogue between Banjo Patterson 
and Henry Lawson. Their show, Dead Men Laughing, is 
a side splitting conversation at the Pearly Gates between to 
Australian comic geniuses of a by-gone era, Roy “Mo” Rene 
and Lenny Lower. 

Dead Men Laughing is a fringe event to be held at the his-
toric Cobargo School of Arts Hall on Thursday 23rd Febru-
ary. Warren and Max will be appearing in other guises at the 
festival proper.

The second world premiere comes courtesy of that marvel-
lous Canberra duo, John Shortis and Moya Simpson, who 
wowed audiences at the last festival with their History of 
the Eurovision Song Contest. They’re back with a stunning 
show of music and comedy commemorating the release of 
the seminal 1967 Beatles’ Album Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band. Dig into your wardrobes, hit the op shops and 
dress for the occasions.

Sing like everyone's listening
Were you ever told at school that you can’t sing? Well, 
you can – everyone can because the voice is an instrument 
that can be educated and trained. This year you have many 
chances to exercise your vocal chords and learn some songs 
in one of our best singing festivals ever.

Here are the choices, the details of which will be available in 
our program, which be online before the festival itself.

• Festival Choir (2 rehearsals) directed by Corrine Gibbons

• Join the “Lonely Hearts Club” Choir (two rehearsals) and 
learn some quirky choral arrangements of some Beatles 
songs and then participate in Shortis and Simpson’s tribute 
concert “50 Years Ago Today” mentioned above.

• Vocal workshop with Miriam Liebermann

• “Engage your 
inner Celtic 
voice” a 
Gaelic sing-
ing workshop 
with Saoirse

• Appalachian 
Harmony 
Singing with 
the John 
Flannigan 
Trio

• sing along 
with the 
songs of the 
famous Cop-
per Family in 
a workshop 
by Danny 
Spooner

• the always popular singing session, this year hosted by 
Judy Pinder and friends
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folk news
Poetry Competition
Closing 8th February! A signature event of the Banjo Pater-
son Australian Poetry Festival (16th-26th February) in Or-
ange NSW is a competition for poets to recite their own origi-
nal poems. There is some great prize money, and competition 
categories cater for beginners as well as the experienced, for 
school students and adults. Entries close on 8th Feb, ahead of 
the recital competition on Sat 18th Feb. brandorange.co 

Shape Note Singing
An 8 week intensive season of Shape Note singing in Can-
berra starts on Wed 1st Feb, at the Friends Meeting House, 
Bent & Condamine St, Turner, 7-9pm, donation to cover cost. 
More details at sacredharpaustralia.com/canberra.

Activities at BMC Hut
Poetry in the Hut. Enjoy reciting a poem? Sharing a poem 
with others? Perhaps writing your own poems? Brushing up 
on performing some bush poetry? If so, you are very wel-
come to come along. A contribution to go with afternoon tea 
would be appreciated. It is on the 2nd Sat of each month, 
2-4pm, for $5 or gold coin donation. Karen 9716 9660.

For the Love of Folk Singing Session (formerly at the Gael-
ic Club, Shannon Irish Pub, Glengarry Hotel) is on the first 
Fri of each month, 7pm. Gold coin don. Glenys 4758 7851.

Traditional Irish Music Slow Session is a place where musi-
cians can learn a new Irish folk tune each week at a pace that 
suits beginners & intermediate players. Every Sun, 6:30pm. 
$10 (conc $5), incl. tea & bikkies. Brian 0414 565 805.

For Shanty Lovers

It is proving difficult to find suitable dates for the monthly 
shanty sessions on board the James Craig for the foreseeable 
future, so we are going to have a recess until next year when 
hopefully we can return all energised and enthusiastic.
I would like to thank the Sydney Heritage Fleet for making 
the James Craig available for our sessions and to the many 
admin people and volunteers who made the nights possible.
If anyone has a mind to take over the organising of shanty 
sessions on the James Craig, please get in touch, margaret-
walters2@gmail.com, or Leisa at fleetevents@shf.org.au.
For the Shanty-holics out there there's the weekly shanty 
nights at the Dock in Redfern, Mondays, 9-11pm, & there's a 
proposal for alternate Tuesdays at the Blacksheep in Newtown.
Meanwhile, the Roaring Forties are available for anyone 
organising events where some nautical songs would go down 
a treat. We will be attending some maritime festivals in the 
USA in the middle of the year and so we'll be eager to share 
lots of newsongs on our return.
Margaret Walters

ABC Cuts
A passionate plea for the ABC. I am getting old and I am get-
ting cranky. I am particularly angry about the proposed cuts 
to music programming on ABC Radio National. I probably 
have more reasons to speak out than most artists but I suspect 
I am speaking on behalf of a lot if not all music creators in 
Australia.

As a kid I grew 
up before tel-
evision. Radio 
was my best 
friend. I was 
fascinated by its power to reach out to people. I was extreme-
ly fortunate to have commenced my relationship with the 
ABC in 1969 when I was a precocious twenty-three year old 
fascinated by folk music and folklore. Allan Ashbolt, head 
of Talks and Current Affairs at Radio National's predecessor, 
2FC, along with his 'lefty' producers Stephen Rapley, Robyn 
Ratledge and Stan Corry, gave me the thumbs up to present 
a few vignettes on folk music and folklore. These led to an 
introduction to John Hopkins and, later, Harold Hort, the 
bosses of the music department. 

My first series, which I researched, wrote and presented, 
was Australia's first series on international folk music. I did 
countless series and specials over the years and, when AB-
CFM was launched, I became a regular on Sunday Folk. The 
ABC also became my book publisher and record label. They 
also released the RebelFilms doco 'Larrikin Lad' as a DVD. 
I doubt if anything I have ever done with the ABC has been 
particularly profitable for them but it certainly helped me in 
my wild and often weird career. I also hope it helped Austral-
ians understand and appreciate their traditions and musical 
heritage. 

It was also the ABC that helped my record label, Larrikin, 
stay afloat. Commercial radio, obsessed with the 'latest and 
greatest' or, worse still, 'golden oldies', was never going to 
play the recordings of Eric Bogle, Redgum, The Bushwack-
ers, Jeannie Lewis, Bernard Bolan or countless others in the 
Larrikin fold. Over the years the ABC changed, presumably 
responding to focus groups and whatever, but change isn't 
necessarily good. It is also not necessarily good for culture. 
We must always remind ourselves that we are a relatively 
small population living in a global world. There is an ava-
lanche of cultural product hurled at us daily. We simply can-
not afford to compete so we must be resourceful. 

The ABC is our frontline defence against the tsunami of cul-
tural crap that lands here. We must protect it tooth and nail so 
it sticks to its charter which, at the end of the day, must reflect 
our national identity. Change saw ABC-FM 'remove' folk 
music from its programming. I saw the move as an affront 
by the cultural elitists who viewed folk music as a necessary 
evil. Some still do. The city and regional ABC stations which 
used to program quite a lot of 'interesting' music changed to 
talking heads radio....babble babble babble. Radio National 
changed too. It became slimmer to reflect how the govern-
ment was intent on starving it. Programs were repeated and 
programs were cut. I have seen this all before but never so 
blatant and never so offensive. 

I am not going to mention the particular music programs 
being slashed. There's no need because the music community 
knows them all and, frankly, depends on them all. I use the 
term 'folk music' lightly but it is useful in its representation of 
so many musical forms including blues, world music, fusion, 
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Versailles Ball
For this Ball in Canberra on Saturday 18th February, you 
are asked to dress modern formal, or magnificently Baroque. 
"Revel in social dance from the court of the Sun King," at 
Canberra Baptist Church Hall, Currie 

St, Kingston, 7-11pm. Entry is $25 at the door; but there are 
discounts online, at earthlydelights.com.au. Enq, John or 
Aylwen 6281 1098. There will also be various dance displays 
at the National Gallery’s Versailles Exhibition: Saturday 11th 
February, in the Foyer, 11.30am-2pm; Sunday 26th February, 
participatory show in the Sculpture Garden, for Family Day, 
11am-1pm; Sunday 5th March, in the Fairfax Theatre, a 

‘Participatory Journey through the social dance of Versailles’ 
-100 years of French courtly dance, 2-4.30pm.

Jane Austen Dance Classes
From John Garden: For dancers of all levels (beginners 
onward), enrolments are open for our new Jane Austen Era 
Dancing starting Mon 6th Feb, 7-9pm in the LakeNiteLearn-
ing program, Lake Ginninderra College – an 8-wk course, 
$155, bookings lakenitelearning.com.au.

dancenews
Sydney Playford Dance Group
With live music, and various callers, Sydney Playfordteaches 
English dances from 1651 through to the 1700s, and some 
more recent dances 'in the English style'. It is on the first 
Tuesday of each month except January, 7.30-9.30pm, $5. 
Julie 9524 0247. These regular events are all held at the Bush 
Music Club's Tritton Hall (Hut 44), Addison Rd. Centre, 142 
Addison Rd, Marrickville. 428 bus stops right outside gates.

Dance Competition
TSDAV Dance Competition Entries are invited for the Trad. 
Social Dance Ass. of  VIC's annual competition for dance 
composers, for contemporary folk dances written in the 
style of traditional dances. They will be judged at the 2017 
National Folk Festival.

There are two awards in the competition:

General Social Dance (including Children’s Dances). 
The winner of  dances judged to be in this category will be 
awarded the Beat Klippel Memorial trophy;

Dance for More Experienced Dancers. The winner of 
dances judged to be in this category will be awarded the 
VFMC Perpetual Trophy.

Entries are to be received by 1st March 2017, and sent to the 
TSDAV c/- George Ansell, 62 Wellman St, Box Hill South, 
Victoria 3128 or email george.ansell@bigpond.com.

We encourage entries with a connection to this year's 'fea-
tured states' of the National Folk Festival - South Australia 
and the Northern  Territory - be it inspired by, a name associ-
ated with, or otherwise linked!

It is really important for all entrants to obtain a copy of the 
Rules and Conditions of the competition, from either the 
website,  tsdav.asn.au, the above email address or by phoning 
George Ansell on 039890 5650.

Thanks are due to the Victorian Folk Music Club (VFMC) for 
their continued support in providing the Beat Klippel Memo-
rial Plaque for the  best dance in the General Social Dance 
category, and the VFMC Perpetual 

Trophy for the winner of the dance in the More Experienced 
Dance category. TSDAV provide medallions which are pre-
sented to each of the winners.

indigenous music and so on. These are the musical expres-
sions that would be homeless if programs like the Planet 
disappeared. I have received many gongs in my life, includ-
ing Australia's highest award for lifetime contribution to mu-
sic - the Australian government's Don Banks Music Award. 
2017 will mark my 47th year of association with the ABC. 
I believe I am entitled to be angry at these recent moves to 
destroy musical programming. 

I implore the Board of the ABC to dismiss these changes. 
Australia's musical creators and audience deserve more, not 
less. Please show your concern. Write to your local member. 
Scream blue murder from the rooftops and push your social 
media buttons before it is too late.Warren Fahey AM
[Posted on Facebook by Warren Fahey, 1/12/16]

Simply gaining a "conservative voice" for RN... ? We know 
creeping fascism when we see it, and we feel deeply the loss 
of real music programs. If you have not heard 'The Daily 
Planet', 'The Rhythm Divine', 'The Inside Sleeve', and 'The 
Live Set' - then you may not be aware of the great gaping 
whole that is being ripped in our cultural fabric. But this is 
a sad sad day for our country! We are angry... And will con-
tinue to fight for the "artist's voice"! All you fascists bound to 
lose!
Jason Roweth

Keep objecting folks!
Editor
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One of the most poignant songs MacColl ever wrote ap-
peared in this program. It tells of the days when a child 
followed his father into the mines. There was no question 
about it, born into a mining community, you expected to 
work and die there. During the early years of industriali-
sation it was not unusual for children, boys AND girls, to 
be working in the pits by the time they were eight or nine 
years old. The Royal Commission into Child Labour 1844 
improved this slightly, insisting that only ten year old 
children could work underground in the mines and then 
only for ten hours a day. 

It was a long time before that situation was improved.

School Day’s End
Down in the dark of the Peacock Seam, 
Through the Red Vein, through the Welsh Band Seam, 
Down through the Four Foot, the Cornish, the Nine Foot, 
Mordlin and Lower Vein. 
School day’s over, come on then John,
Time to be getting your pit-boots on, 
On with your sark and your moleskin trousers, 
Time you were on your way, 
Time you was learning a pitman’s job 
And earning a pitman’s pay.
Come on then Jim, it’s time to go, 
Time you was working down below, 
Learning to handle a pick and a shovel 
You start at the pit today, 
Time you was learning a collier’s job 
And earning a collier’s pay.
Come on then Dai, it’s almost light, 
Time you was off to the anthracite, 
The morning mist is on the valley 
It’s time you were on your way. 
Time you was learning a miner’s job 
And earning a miner’s pay.
Down in the dark of the Peacock Seam, 
Through the Black Band, through the Welsh Band Seam, 
Down through the Four Foot, the Mordlin, the Nine Foot, 
Trigloyn and Lower Vein. School day’s over.

Their next project in 1961 was the piece on polio called Body 
Blow, and that was followed in 1962 by one on teenag-
ers entitled On the Edge. From that comes this song which 
means a lot to me as my early working days were on the 
River Thames in London. This shows how MacColl and 
Seeger made a point of trying to ensure that their work was 
accurate. All the reaches, wharves and landmarks mentioned 
in the song were real, and though some poetic licence was 
used it doesn’t spoil the song for me. My mother was born at 
Silvertown.

Sweet Thames Flow Softly
I met my love at Woolwich Pier beneath a big crane standing 
And oh, the love I felt for her it passed all understanding. 
Took her sailing on the river, flow sweet river flow, 
London Town was mine to give her, sweet Thames flow softly. 
Made the Thames into a crown, flow sweet river flow, 
Made a brooch of Silvertown, sweet Thames flow softly.
At London Yard I held her hand, at Blackwall Point I faced her, 
At the Isle-of-Dogs I kissed her mouth and tenderly embraced her; 
Heard the bells of Greenwich ringing, flow sweet river flow, 
All the time my heart was singing, sweet Thames flow softly. 
Limehouse Reach I gave her there, flow sweet river flow, 
As a ribbon for her hair, sweet Thames flow softly.

From Shadwell Dock to Nine Elms Reach we cheek to cheek were dancing 
Her necklace made of London Bridge, her beauty was enhancing. 
Kissed her once again at Wapping, flow sweet river flow, 
After that there was no stopping, sweet Thames flow softly. 
Richmond Park it was her ring, flow sweet river flow, 
I’d have given her anything, sweet Thames flow softly.
From Rotherhithe to Putney Bridge, my love I was declaring, 
And she from Kew to Isleworth, her love for me was swearing. 
Love had set my heart a-burning, flow sweet river flow, 
Never saw the tide a-turning, sweet Thames flow softly. 
Gave her Hampton Court to twist, flow sweet river flow, 
Into a bracelet for her wrist, sweet Thames flow softly.
But now alas, the tide has turned, my love she has gone from me, 
And winter frost is on my heart and has put a blight upon me. 
Creeping fog is on the river, flow sweet river flow, 
Sun and Moon and stars gone with her, sweet Thames flow softly. 
Swift the Thames runs to the sea, flow sweet river flow, 
Bearing ships and part of me, sweet Thames flow softly.

By 1963, when they made The Fight Game, it was apparent 
that the cost of making the Radio Ballads was becoming pro-
hibitive. By now actors, musicians, bands, as well as the field 
recordings and studio time were becoming very costly. So, in 
1964 they began work on the final Radio Ballad, The Travel-
ling People. This told the story of a once-proud community 
which spanned the whole of Europe and dated their ancestry 
back to the time of the Vedas. From India, through Eastern 
Europe and many other parts of the world, these multi-skilled 
people with their long established culture and folklore, 
roamed with their families picking up work as they needed 
it. They added to the lore of the places they visited and in 
many cases - the tinker clans spring to mind - kept alive the 
traditions of folksongs, tunes, dances and story telling as it 

Ewan MacColl, A Retrospective - by Danny Spooner (Pt. 4)
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became swamped by more modern music from media outlets 
like radio, TV and recordings. Since Hitler’s attempts to wipe 
them out during World War Two, the gypsies have found it 
more difficult to live their traditional lifestyle. Forced from 
the roads by by-laws, traffic, and modern living, what remains 
of the travelling people are often found in squalid camps near 
rubbish dumps, well out of the sight of ‘decent people’. Mac-
Coll reflected such attitudes in his Moving on Song.

The Moving on Song
Born in the middle of the afternoon, in a horse-drawn wagon on the old A5, 
The big twelve wheelers shook my bed, “You can’t stop here” the police-
man said, 
“You’d better get born in some-place else. 
Move along! Get along! Move along! Get along, Go! Move! Shift!”
Born in the tattie-lifting time in an auld bow-tent by a tattie field, 
The farmer said, “Your work's all done, it’s time that you was moving on, 
You’d better get born in some-place else. 
Move along! Get along! Move along! Get along! Go! Move! Shift!”
Born on a common by a building site where the ground is rutted by the 
trailers' wheels, 
The local people said to me “You’ll lower the price of property. 
You’d better get born in some-place else, 
Move along! Get along! Move along! Get along! Go! Move! Shift!”
Born at the back of a blackthorn hedge where white hoar-frost lay all around. 
No eastern kings came bearing gifts, instead the order came to shift! 
“You’d better get born in some-place else, 
Move along! Get along! Move along! Get along! Go! Move! Shift!”
The winter sky was hung with stars but one shone brighter than the rest, 
The wise men came so firm and strict, they brought the order to evict; 
“You’d better get born in some-place else, 
Move along! Get along! Move along! Get along! Go! Move! Shift!”
Wagon, tent or trailer-born, last month, last year or in bygone days, 
Born here or a thousand miles away, there’s always someone near to say, 
“You’d better get born in some-place else, 
Move along! Get along! Move along! Get along! Go! Move! Shift!”

The hard life of the travellers was not helped by this sort of 
attitude. They were regarded as thieves, vandals, beggars 
and vagrants. People forgot how important they had been to 
communities in the past. Outdoor living means confronting 
all weathers. There was often plenty of work at the preparing 
times or harvest times, and the spring and summer weather 
often made for a pleasant life. Winter, however, posed a 
whole different set of problems, and was known to the travel-
lers as “The Terror Time”.

The Winter Song or The Terror Time
Heather will fade and the bracken will die, 
Streams will run cold and clear, 
And the small birds will be going, 
And it’s then you will be knowing, 
That the terror time is near.
Whaur will ye turn noo? Whaur will ye bide? 
Noo that the warks a’ done. 
For the fairmer doesna need ye, 
And the cooncil winna heed ye, 
And the terror time has come.
The woods give nae shelter, the trees they are bare, 
Sna falling all aroon 
And the children they are crying 
And the bed on which they’re lying 
Is frozen tae the groon.
The sna’ winna lift and the stove winna draw, 
There’s ice in the water churn; 
In the mud and sna' you’re slushing, 
Try tae dee a bit o’ washing, 

And the kindling winna burn.
Needing the warmth of your own human kind 
You move near a town, but then, 
Well, the sight of you is offending, 
For the police soon they’re sending, 
And you’re on the road again.

The travelling folk had to adapt, many wanted to modernise. 
MacColl posed their old lifestyle by the new in,

Goodbye to the Thirty-Foot Trailer
The old ways are changing you cannot deny, 
The day of the traveller’s over; 
There’s nowhere to go and there’s nowhere to bide, 
So farewell to the life of the rover.
Chorus 
Farewell to the tent and the old caravan 
To the tinker, the gypsy, the travelling man 
And farewell to the thirty-foot trailer.
Farewell to the cant and the travelling tongue, 
Farewell to the Romany talking; 
The buying, the selling, the old fortune telling, 
The knock on the door and the hawking.
You’ve got to move fast to keep up with the times 
For these days a man cannot daunder, 
There’s a bye-law to say you must be on your way 
And another to say you can’t wander.
Farewell to the besoms of heather and broom, 
Farewell to the creels and the basket, 
For the folk of today they would far sooner pay 
For a thing that’s been made out of plastic.
Farewell to the pony the cob and the mare, 
The reins and the harness are idle, 
Cos you don’t need a strap when you’re breaking up scrap, 
So farewell to the bit and the bridle.
Farewell to the fields where we’ve sweated and toiled, 
At pulling and shawing and lifting, 
They’ll soon have machines and those travelling quaens (women) 
And their menfolk had better be shifting.

Farmers, industry and governments want the same thing, 
a malleable workforce, which does what it’s told. So it is 
important to understand what’s going on, to watch out, to 
protest and to be prepared to fight for what we believe is fair. 
Ewan MacColl did that until the day he died. In an interview 
with The Listener, which appeared after his death, he was 
asked how he felt about his life of struggle especially as the 
miner’s strike, which he had supported with his usual com-
mitment, had just been put down so violently by the Thatcher 
Government. He replied:

"Well the struggle itself has been good, the struggle has been 
marvellous. But if you worried about backing a loser, you 
wouldn’t be in politics. Anyone who is going to get involved 
with working class struggles must accept the fact that, for 
most of their life they are going to be on the losing side…. 
One goes on fighting because not to go on fighting is to prove 
that you are no longer alive."

MacColl particularly despised the way the media had been 
used by the Thatcher government to denigrate the miners 
union whom she had never forgiven for bringing down the 
Conservative government of Edward Heath. He hated the 
way people so often believed everything they were told by 
the radio or TV. He made these attitudes known in one of the 
last songs he wrote during the appalling period of Marga-
ret Thatcher where her media allies were determined to get 
revenge on the miners in the strike of 1984.
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The Media
Every second of every minute, every hour of every day, 
The babblers work at building Babel. Listen to what they say –
Reading the news & feeding the views to the minds of a captive nation, 
Blending fact and fantasy, the official interpretation.
Every night in a million rooms a million minds are fed, 
A diet of pre-digested pap, prepared by talking heads. 
Opinion makers, phonies and fakers talking to earn their pay, 
Gazing out of their plastic world and talking our lives away.
Every time a working man or woman demands their rights, 
The talking machine works overtime to prove that black is white: 
Strikers are traitors, paid agitators, miners are surly brutes - 
But don’t let the viewers see the coppers, learning them with their boots.
Every day the smooth-faced pundits forecast on the box. 
“The miners strike is lost,” they say, “Scargill’s on the rocks.” 
Lies, defamation, mis-information. This is a testing time. 
He kept faith with the men who elected him and that is a major crime.
Every time there’s a striking poll, the lads at the BBC 
And the Thatcher mob cry crocodile tears, hoorah for democracy,
The Sun and the Mail both joyfully hail the false solidarity, 
Let British workers go on strike, they sing in a different key. 
For solidarity’s just for polls, it’s not for you and me.

Ewan MacColl died on the 22nd of October 1988. With his 
passing humanity lost one of its most important champions. 
His legacy to us is great and it is important that we keep it 
alive by singing his songs. As a matter of interest the Radio 
Ballads have been re-released on CD and are as good as when 
I first heard them and they have inspired a completely new 
set of Radio Ballads recorded a couple of years ago, keeping 
alive the tradition.

As we come to the end of this our small tribute to Ewan 
MacColl, we will do a song written in 1966 about itiner-
ant construction workers from Ireland who did the donkey 
work required to build the Dartford Tunnel under the River 
Thames.

The Tunnel Tigers
Hares run free on the Wicklow Mountains, 
Wild geese fly and foxes play, 
Sporting Wicklow boys are working, 
They’re driving a tunnel through the London clay.
Chorus 
  Up with your shields and Jack it! Ram it! 
  Driving a tunnel through the London clay.
Lough Derg trout grow fat and lazy, 
Salmon sport on Cushla Bay, 
Fishermen of Connemarra 
Are driving a tunnel through the London clay.
Below Armagh the wild ducks breeding, 
Wild fowl gather on Loch Rae, 
Sporting boys of the Longford County 
Are driving a tunnel through the London clay.
The curragh rots on Achill Island, 
Tourists walk on the Newport Quay, 
Mayo boys have all gone roving 
They’re driving a tunnel through the London Clay.
Carlow girls are fine and handsome, 
All decked out so neat and gay, 
Carlow boys don’t come to court them, 
They’re driving a tunnel through the London clay.
Down in the dark are the Tunnel Tigers, 
Far from the sun and the light of day; 
Down in the land that the sea once buried, 

They’re driving a tunnel through the London clay

For MacColl, as for all of us, there will be a time of reckon-
ing and his 'Ballad of Accounting' (1972) should cause us all 
to ponder.

The Ballad of Accounting
In the morning we built the city, 
In the afternoon walked through its streets, 
Evening saw us leaving,
We wandered through our days as if they would never end, 
All of us imagined we had endless time to spend, 
We hardly saw the crossroads and small attention gave, 
To landmarks on the journey, from the cradle to the grave, 
Cradle to the grave, cradle to the grave.
Did you learn to dream in the morning? 
Abandon dreams in the afternoon? 
Wait without hope in the evening?
Did you stand there in the traces and let them feed you lies? 
Did you trail along behind them wearing blinkers on your eyes? 
Did you kiss the foot that kicked you did you thank them for their scorn? 
Did you ask for their forgiveness for the act of being born? 
Act of being born, act of being born
Did you alter the face of the city? 
Make any change in the world you found?  
Or did you observe all the warnings? 
 
Did you read the trespass notices, did you keep off the grass? 
Did you shuffle off the pavement just to let your betters pass? 
Did you learn to keep your mouth shut, were you seen but never heard? 
Did you learn to be obedient and to jump to at a word? 
Jump to every word, jump to every word.
Did you demand any answers? 
The who, the what and the reason why? 
Did you ever question the set-up?
Did you stand aside and let them choose while you took second best? 
Did you let ‘em skim the cream off and give to you the rest? 
Did you settle for the shoddy and did you think it right, 
To let 'em rob you right and left and never make a fight? 
Never make a fight, never make a fight.
What did you learn in the morning? 
How much did you know in the afternoon? 
Were you content in the evening?
Did they teach you how to question, when you were at the school? 
Did the factory help you, were you the maker or the tool? 
Did the place where you were living enrich your life and then, 
Did you reach some understanding of all your fellow men? 
All your fellow men, all your fellow men.

Ewan MacColl certainly made his mark on the folk song 
world, he might be loved, he might be hated, but he could not 
be ignored as one critic said to him, When I see you walk on 
water MacColl, I’ll think you’re significant. MacColl worked 
hard for what he believed in and he enjoyed life to the full 
as will be seen in one of the last songs he wrote, 'The Joy of 
Living'.
Danny Spooner 2015
Thank you Danny Spooner for this really interesting tribute to 
Ewan MacColl. 

The Editor
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Mal Webb

Cecily Cork 4384 3527, Jan McCudden 4329 5537
Greek Folk Dance. Pan Macedonian Assoc Building, 
Railway Pde, Sydenham from 7pm onwards. Adult 
classes from 7.15 pm, Vasilios Aligiannis, tel/fax 9708 
1875 greekdancer@excite.com
Irish Set Dance class, Irish Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire 
St, Surry Hills. 8-9.30pm. Alarna 0401 167 910.
Sutherland Shire Bush Dance Group. Gymea Anglican 
Church Hall, 131 Gymea Bay Rd (short walk from 
Gymea station, near President Ave). 7.30-10 pm. $6. 
Dances taught, walked through and called. Beginners, 
singles, partners, groups, all welcome. Feb. to mid-Dec. 
Mike 9520 2859, Leila 9545 1576. ssbdg.comyr.com
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International dancing, Como Guides Hall, cnr Warraba 
& Mulyan Sts, Como West  9.30a, - 11am  & 11.30am - 
12.30pm. Kaye 9528 4813, okaye@optusnet.com.au
Thursday
English Country Dancing for the over 55’s. Playford 
(old English dances) 11.30am-1pm. English Country, 
beginners 1-2pm, intermediate 2-4pm. Wesly School 
for Seniors, Level 3, 220 Pitt Street, Sydney. $55 for 
5 subjects per term. 9263 5416, schoolforseniors@
wesleymission.org.au
English Country Dancing. 1st & 3rd Thurs. Church 
by the Bridge hall (St John’s Anglican), Broughton St 
(cnr Bligh St), Kirribilli. Enter courtyard gate - hall is on 
right. 7.15-9.15pm. Donations (optional), for the church 
or expenses. Please email Margaret Swait, so that you 
can be advised of schedule changes: MargaretTalbot@
me.com
Blue Labyrinth International Folk Dance from 7pm, 
Baptist Church Hall, King St Glenbrook. Jo Barrett 4739 
6498
Greek Folk Dance
Mytelinean House. 225 Canterbury Rd, Canterbury.
Adult classes from 7.30pm - 9.00pm (Clio Group - 21 
years and up Greek dances). Cost involved. Vasilios 
Aligiannis, tel/fax 9708 1875 greekdancer@excite.com
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International dancing. Scout Hall, June Place, Gymea 
Bay. 10am. Kaye 9528 4813 okaye@optusnet.com.au
Sydney Irish Ceili Dancers 
Kingsgrove Uniting Church Hall, 289A Kingsgrove 
Rd (cnr Moreton Avenue, Kingsgrove. Beginners to 
intermediate step dancing 6pm, advanced step dancing 
7pm Set and ceili dancing 8-10.30pm. Margaret and Bill 
Winnett 9150 6765. email: wnntt@optusnet.com.au
Friday
Australian Colonial and Folk Dancers Every Friday, 
Scouts/Guides Hall, Plympton Road, Carlingford,  
(opposite Nth Carlingford shops). Anthony and Lisa 9873 
4805. 
Greek Dancing. St Therapon Greek Orthodox Parish 
(Church Hall) 323 Cumberland Highway, Thornleigh. 
Time: Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Callipe Group)
Pontian House. 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. Junior Class 
- 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Thalia junior group - 3yrs to 12 yrs. 
Class is free, Pontian only)
International Dancing.  Sedenka Folk Dancers, Rozelle 
Neighbourhood Centre, 665A Darling St Rozelle. 8-llpm, 
$3. Chris Wild 9560 2910.
Scottish Country Dancing
Adult classes, beginners welcome, children 6.30 
-7.30pm, adults 8-10.30pm, Beecroft Primary School, 
$2. Sheena Caswell 9868 2075, Heather Dryburgh 9980 
7978
Scottish Country Dancing
■Caringbah Seniors Hall, 386 Port Hacking Rd, Car-
ingbah (rear Library), 8pm. Beginners/other levels. G. 
Milton 9524 4943, Erica Nimmo 9520 4781
■

Monday
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop
Beginners, experienced, 7.30pm, Pennant Hills 
Community Centre, downstairs. Except Jan. and public 
holidays. Felicity 9456 2860
International Folk Dancing
School term, Earlwood Senior Citizens Centre, 362 
Homer St 10am-noon. Debbie 4294 1363. 0427 315 245
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners, with ‘Scots 
on the Rocks’, Fort St Public School, Observatory Hill, 
Sydney, 6.30-7.30pm. Nea 9994 7110, Lynn 9268 1246, 
SC Dancers@netspace.net.au, http://www.rscds.org.au
Belly Dance, basic/beginners 7pm, choreography 8pm, 
Girraween Hall, 17 Tungarra Rd. Vera Myronenko 9665 
9713
Tuesday
Blue Mountains Scottish Country Dancers 
Catholic Church Hall, 7-9pm, Wentworth St, $3 Verley 
Kelliher, 4787 5968, kelliher@lisp.com.au Carol 
Gardner 4751 6073/a.c.gardner@bigpond.com
Greek Folk Dance
Pontian House, 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. Adult class 
7.30pm - 9.00pm (Senior Diogenes Grooup - 15 yrs 
to adult. Cost involved.Vas Aligiannis, 0407 081 875, 
greekdancer@aapt.net.au. www.greekdancing.com.au
Hungarian Dance Class
St Peters Public School, 8-10pm. Gary Dawson 0425 
268 505. gazad49@hotmail.comScottish Country 
Dancing
St John’s Uniting Church Hall, Coonanbarra Rd, 
Wahroonga, 7.30-10.30pm. All welcome. Catherine 
Bonner 9489 5027
Scottish Country Dancing
Fort Street School, Observatory Hill, City. 6pm to 8pm 
Nea MacCulloch 9904 1358(a/h) or Lynn 8244 9618(w)
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International Dancing, Gymea Bay Scout Hall, June 
Place, 7.30-9pm. Kaye Laurendet 9528 4813
Sydney Playford Dance Group (English country 
dancing from 1650 onwards). 1st Tuesday (except 
January), Bush Music Club, Hut 4, Addison Rd Centre, 
142 Addison Road, Marrickville. 7.30pm - 9.30pm. $5, 
Julie 9524 0247.
Turkish Dance Class
Lidcombe Community Centre, 8-10pm. Yusuf Nidai 
9646 1166
Ukrainian (Cossack) Dancing Class 
for fit and energetic young people (16-23yrs), 7.30 
pm to 10.00 pm. Ukrainian Hall 59 Joseph Street, 
Lidcombe. Jaros Iwanec 9817 7991, jarosiwanec@
optusnet.com.au /www.veselka.com.au
International Folk Dance class - Open Door, Georges 
Hall Senior Citizens, Birdwood Rd, 11.30am-12.30pm. 
Gabrielle 9728 7466, gabybaby@optusnet.com.au
“The Dance Buffet”, wide variety taught, Liverpool 
City Pipe Band Hall, Woodward Park (next to Whitlam 
Centre), Memorial Ave, 7.30-9.30pm. $8 ($5 conc). 
Nicholai 9822 7524, mob 0407 178 228
International Folk Dance for older women. School 
terms only. 11.45am - 12.45. Bankstown Older 
Women's Wellness Centre, Police and Community 
Youth Club, cnr Meredith st and French Ave, Wendy 
Walsh 0432 399 056.
Wednesday
Albion Fair, North-West Morris Dancing
Lilyfield Community Centre, Cecily and O’Neill Sts, 
7.45pm. Angie Milce 9817 3529
Balmoral Scottish Country Dance Group
7.00-9.15pm, Seniors’ Centre, Mosman Square, 
Mosman. Nell Morgan 9981 4769.
Epping Scottish Country Dance Club
St Aidan’s Church Hall, Downing St, 7.30-10pm. All 
levels welcome. Clare Haack 9484 5947 clare_kirton@
hotmail.com
Gosford Scottish Country Dance Society
7-10pm, Church of Christ, Henry Parry Drive, Wyoming. 

folk contacts
C H O I R S
Monday
■AshCappella Ashfield, led by Mary-Jane Field, 9090 
2362
■Ecopella. Blue Mountains, contact Miguel Heatwole, 
9810 4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
■Glory Bound Groove Train. Petersham, led by Linda 
Calgaro, 9518 4135
■Inner West Chamber Choir, Leichhardt, led by 
Rachelle Elliott. 9797 1917. info@innerwestchoir.com.
■Intonations. Manly, led by Karen Smith, 0415 221 113, 
karensmith@artsconnect.com.au
■Martenitsa. Ultimo, led by Mara & Llew Kiek, 
47514910 
■People’s Chorus. Newcastle, led by Rod Noble, 49 
623432
■Unaccompanied Baggage. North Sydney, led by 
Stuart Davis, singup@optusnet.com.au
■Voiceworks, Katoomba, ledby Rachel Hore 4759 
2456, rachelhore@ozemail.com
Tuesday
■Ecopella. Illawarra area (alternate Tuesdays), led by 
Miguel Heatwole 9810 4601, mheatwole@bigpond.com 
■Roc Lawson, led by Rachel Hore, 47592456, 
rachelhore@ozemail.com
■The Honeybees. East Sydney, led by Dynes Austin. 
Contact Jenny Jackson, 9816 4577 lindsayandjenny@
hotmail.com 
■Sydney Trade Union Choir Sydney City, contact Nola 
Cooper 9587 1165 - Nola.Cooper3@three.com.au
■Songs Next Door, Seaview Street, Dulwich Hill, meets 
weekly at Sea View Hall, Seaview St, Dulwich Hill. 
12.30pm. (Seniors mostly) Contact Allan 9520 6180
Wednesday
■Choralation. Abbotsford (school terms), contact 
Margaret Grove mggrove@optusnet.com.au 
■Ecopella. Erskineville, led by Miguel Heatwole, 9810 
4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
■The Heathens. Blackheath, day time  2pm- 4pm. Led by 
Chris Wheeler 4787 5725 chriswheeler55@gmail.com
■The Spots. Christina Mimmocchi, Randwick 0410 
682 061
The Sydney Welsh Choir, men and women. Meet on 
Wednesday evenings at Concord Baptist Church hall. 
7pm - 9pm. 20 plus performances per year. Contact 
MD Viv 4739 0384, taffy@pnc.com.au. President Rob 
Horlin 9617 0401.
Thursday
■Bouddi Voice. Kincumber (school terms), led by C & 
C Sainsbury, contact 43 683270
■Chorella Community Choir. Richmond, contact Ellen 
4578 2975 
■Cleftomaniacs. Waterloo, led by Gary Smith, garys7@
optushome.com.au 
■Solidarity Choir. Erskineville, contact Cathy Rytmeister, 
0438 683 867, crytmeister@bigpond.com
■Friday
■The Sydney Street Choir. CBD, led by Peter Lehner 
0425 268 771
■Mudlarks, women’s a cappella choir. Woodford. Led 
by Alison Jones 4759 2880
■Pacopezants. - Balkan Choir.  Meets Fridays 
4pm, Katoomba. Enquiries: June (02) 4782 1554. 
junerose12@gmail.com
Sunday
■Blue Mountains Trade Union Choir. Upper Mts., 
contact Kate 47 82 5529 

DANCE
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If you change your details PLEASE advise 
the editor on 02 6493 6758 or email corn-
stalk@folkfednsw.org.au. You may also 
wish to have your details online (free) - 
jam.org.au

ACROSS  THE  BORDERKenning 4952 1327. Email: westwick@wix.com.au
The Beehive, as requested.  8 Lewis St, Is-
lington. Neville Cunningham 4969 4246. 
NOWRA:
Balkan and International Folk Dance, Mon, 7.30pm, 
Cambewarra Hall. Suzi Krawczyk 4446 0569, plotki@
shoal.net.au
International Folk Dance, Progress Hall, Boorawine 
Tce, Callala Bay. Tuesday (school term), 7.15-9pm. 
Maureen 446 6550, mep@pnc.com.au
Celtic Craic – 9 piece acoustic traditional band. 
Tuesday 7.30 John’s place. Chris Langdon 4446 1185, 
chrislangdon@optusnet.com.au or Mark Nangle 4454 
5028, nangle@shoalhaven.net.au.
Scottish Country Dance Group, Presbyterian Church 
Hall, Kinghome St (next to Woollies), Wed, 8pm, all 
welcome. Jill 4421 3570
Shoalhaven Bush and Folk Dancing Club, Friday 
(school term, 8-10pm, Cambewarra Hall. Margaret 
4421 0557.
Shoalhaven Acoustic Music Assoc, Bomaderry 
Bowling Club, formal concerts, not always folk, approx 
quarterly. George Royter 4421 3470.
ORANGE
Orange Dirt Music (new club) meets 3rd Saturday 
of the month from 3pm.  These are jam sessions of 
acoustic folk, jazz, blues etc. rotating around each oth-
ers’ houses and all are welcome.  For more information 
and registration contact Cilla Kinross ckinross@csu.
edu.au tel 02 6365 8221 (ah) or Nick King 6362 .
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
Bowral Folk Club. 3rd Thurs, 8-10.30pm. Fentons 
Cocktail Bar, upstairs at the Grand Bar, 295 Bong Bong 
St, Bowral. Traditional music from around the world. 
Brian Hayden 4861 6076.
Burrawang Folk, 4887 7271
Southern Highlands Recreational lnternational Folk 
Dance Group, Bowral Presb Church Hall, Bendooley 
St, Thurs (school term), 9-llam. Margaret 4861 2294 
Southern Highlands Scottish Country Dance Group, 
Moss Vale Uniting Church, Cnr Argyll and Spring 
Streets, Wednesday, 7.30pm. All welcome. Enq. 4861 
6471.
TAREE
Lazarka International Folk Dance Group, Manning River 
Steiner School Hall, Wed. 5.30-8.30pm, Thurs 9am - 
11am. Sandra 6552 5142.
WAGGA WAGGA
Downside Bush Dance & Open Mic, Tin Shed Rat-
tlers, 1st  Sat, Noel Raynes 6928 5541.
WAUCHOPE, 1st Saturday Concert with in-
vited artists 7.30 pm 3rd Saturday Open perfor-
mance session 7.30 at Café Blue Frog, High St. 
Enq,John 6585 1488 email Uniting@tsn.cc
WOLLONGONG
Bluegrass Jam Session, 3rd Sat each month. 7.30-
11pm. Thirroul Neighbouhood Centre next to post office.
lllawarra Folk Club, 1st Friday and 3rd Saturday, 
Wollongong City Diggers Club, cnr Burelli & Church 
Streets, 1300 887 034 www.illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Jamberoo: Session, Jamberoo Pub, Thurs, 7.30pm. 
claire@kissevents.com.au
Poet’s Breakfast, Wed. 7,.15am. Wollon-
gong Writers’ Centre, Town Hall, Corrimal St. 
Tony Stoddart, immune@exemail.com.au
UOW Folk Club, 12.30pm, Mondays, Fridays. 
Old timey, bluegrass, Celtic session. Duck Pond 
(in front of library), University of Wollongong. 
David Harman, dharman@uow.edu.au
Wollongong White Heather Scottish Country 
Dance Group, Mon, 7.30 -10pm, St Andrew’s 
Church Hall, Kembla St. All welcome. Arnold Thurl-
ing 4228 1986 or Grace Halliday 4229 3480
Wongawilli Colonial Dance Club, Bush Dance, 
Wed, 8pm, musos and dancers all welcome, Com-
munity Hall, West Dapto Rd, Wongawilli. David 0409 
57 1788. www.wongawillicolonialdance.org.au: 

ACT
Monaro Folk Society Inc, Post Office Box 482 Civic 
Square, ACT 2608. 0409 817 623 dance@mfs.org.au 
http://mfs.org.au/wiki/index.php/Calendar.
Jammalong at Up-Opping. 1st Sat, 10am-2pm. 
Church of Christ, 82-88 Limestone Ave, Ainslie. Free 
parking. Refreshments for sale.
Shape Note Singing. 1st & 3rd Weds, 7-9pm. The 
Friends Meeting House, cnr Bent & Condamine Sts, 
Turner. Books provided; a desire to sing is all you need.
Jammalong in Canberra. 2nd Sat, 12 noon till we 
have had enough. Under pergola beside Enid Lyons St, 
lake side of Questacon Building. Bring a song to share 
and a portable chair.
Murrumbateman Acoustic Music Club. Last Sun of 
month, 6-9.15pm. Blackboard concert: 3 songs or 15 
minutes per set. Country Inn, Barton Hwy. Eric 6254 4305

NORTHERN TERRITORY: 
Top End Folk Club, PO Box 41551, Casuarina, NT 
0811. :Di Howard, 08 8945 0436 (ah), www.members.
ozemail.com.au/
QUEENSLAND 
Brisbane Folk Club, Larrie Cook 07 3345 1718.
Cairns Folk Club, Ray Elias 07 4039 2493The Folk 
Rag (Mag), PO Box 517, Everton Park 4053, Tel. 0437 
736 799 or 07 3855 1091, nimda@FolkRag.org; www.
FolkRag.org
Qld Colonial and Heritage Dancers. PO Box 3011, 
Yeronga 4104. Jan Orloff ph/fax 07 3848 7706, 
colonialdance@optusnet.com.au
Woodford Folk Festival. PO Box 1134, Woodford 
4514. qff@woodfordfolkfestival.com; www.
woodfordfolkfestival.com.
TASMANIA
Celtic Southern Cross Folk Music Catalogue. Beth 
Sowter, music@celt.com.au; www.celt.com.au; PO Box 
100, Legana, as 7277.
Folk Federation of Tasmania Inc. PO Box 1638 Hobart 
7001. Peter Hicks 0409 216 752
VICTORIA
Ballarat Folk Club, John Ruyg 03 5332 7872
Boite World Music Cafe, Fitzroy, 03 9417 3550 (w), 
http:// www.boite.asn.au
Geelong Folk Club, 2nd. Fri - Coffee House Folk- 
singing and session - at Cafe Go! Bellerine St. Geelong, 
from 7.30pm. Last Fri - Upstairs at The Pancake 
Kitchen, Moorabool St. for songs and session. Contact: 
Marie Goldsworthy 03 5221 1813 or Jamie McKinnon 
03 5261 3443
Traditional Social Dance Assoc. of Victoria. 
Marion Stabb (03) 9439 7100
Victorian Folk Music Club Inc. GPO Box 2025S, 
Melbourne 3001. Brian Venten 03 9884 9476, gillespie.
jeanette.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
Bill Butler 03 9876 4366, billb@bigpond.net.au
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WA Folk Federation. PO Box 328, Inglewood, WA, 
6932. Rob Oats 08 9375 9958.www.wafolk.iinet.net.au 
Email: all@wafolk.iinet.net.au

COOMA, International Folk Dancing, Uniting Church 
Hall, Soho St, Thurs, 6pm. Fran 6453 3282 (h)
DUBBO FOLK CLUB, Usually 2nd Sunday, 2.30pm, 
Western Star Hotel All welcome. Di Clifford 6882 0498 0458 032 150
GOSFORD BUSH POETS - last Wednesday 
night of every month 7pm. The Gosford Hotel, cnr of 
Mann & Erina Sts Gosford. Everyone welcome to share 
in night of fun, friendship and great poetry. Contact Vic 
Jefferies, 02 96394911 or jeffries@tech2u.com.au
GOULBURN. 
Bush traditions sessions at the Old Goulburn Brewery. 
1st Fri (except Jan & April), 7.30pm. Bradley Grange, 
Bungonia Rd, Goulburn. David Johnson 4884 4214 
bushtraditions.org/sessions/goulburnsession.htm
Irish and Celtic music sessions at the Old Goulburn 
Brewery. 3rd Fri. Bradley Grange, Bungonia Rd. 4821 6071.
GULGONG 
Gulgong Folk Club, 3rd Friday, Waratah Hotel, 
Mudgee 5pm. PO Box 340, Gulgong NSW  2852, Bob 
Campbell 02 6373 4600, gulgongfolkfestival.com
Gulgong Music Session. 2nd & 4th Thurs, 
5-8pm. Centennial Hotel. 6374 1241
KIAMA “No Such Thing”. Yvonne O’Grady 
hosts an Australian tune session suitable for 
beginners every Monday in Kiama. Yvonne 
02 4233 1073, iffaj@shoal.net.au.
LITHGOW - Folk Club session. 1st Sun, 
from 3.30pm. Lithgow Workies. 6372 2068
MUDGEE
Music Session. 1st & 3rd Thurs, 5-8pm. 
Courthouse Hotel. 63722068
NEWCASTLE:
Acoustic Folk Lounge, 1st Wednesdays, 7-10pm. 
Downstairs, Grand Hotel, cnr Church and Bolton Sts, New-
castle. Circle session. All welcome. 4967 3146, catherine.
laudine@uon.edu.au, Tracy 0402 761 520
Bush and Colonial Dancing, 3rd Sund each month 
2-4pm. Beginners and visitors always welcome. All 
Saints Anglican Hall, New Lambton. Enq. Margaret Ken-
ning 02 4952 1327 email: westwick@wix.com.au or Bill 
Propert 02 4946 5602 email propert@netspace.net.au
Greek Folk Dance Lessons. Fridays, 6-8pm. Hip-
pocrates Hall, 30 Crebert St, Mayfield. Irini Kassas 
0411 795 766, hippocrates_trust@hotmail.com
Newcastle and Hunter Valley Folk Club, 1st Sat. 
7.30pm  (not Jan)  Wesley Centre, Beaumont St, Ham-
ilton. (Dances held 4 times a year, March, June, Sept, 
Nov) Lainey 4943 4552, 0421 412 358 laineyv@big-
pond.com. www.newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au
Traditional Irish/Folk Session, 1st Sunday, 
3-6pm. Lake Macquarie Hotel, opp. Morissett 
Railway Station. Gabriele 0418 146 555, Sharyn 
0418 146 554, gcalcagno2008@hotmail.com
Lakeside Folk Circle, 4th Sunday, every month. 
Teralba Community Hall, Anzac Pade, Lake Macquarie. 
4-7pm. $2.50. Paul 4959 6030. nager99@hotmail.com
People’s Chorus Practice, 6pm, Trades Hall 
Council Meeting Rooms (opp. Panthers’ Club, 
main entrance), Newcastle. Rod Noble 4962 
3432 email: Frances.Munt@newcastle.edu.au
Newcastle Irish Set Dancers, Tuesdays, 7.30-
9.00pm, Scots Kirk, Hamilton, Newcastle. Julia 
or Arthur, 4955 5701 juliasmith@tpg.com.au, or 
<http://users.tpg.com.au/juliasm/Irish-Dance/
Hunter Bush Poets, 2nd Tuesday 7pm, Tarro Hotel; 
Ron Brown 4951 6186. 
Hunter Folk Dancers, Enquiries: Julia or Arthur on 02 
4955 5701, 
Irish Music Session, Bennett Hotel, Hamilton, 3rd 
Sun, 4pm. Roz and Shane Kerr 4967 3167
Newcastle Poetry in the Pub, 3rd Monday, 7.30pm, 
Northern Star Hotel, Hamilton. Glenn 4967 1460.
Newcastle Strath Hunter Dancers, Mondays 
Adults 7.30pm, Wallsend Uniting Church. Thurs-
days Juniors 4.15pm, Youth  5.30pm, All Saints 
Hall, New Lambton. Elma: 4943 3436.
Welsh & Cornish Folk Dancing, Mon, 7.30-9.30pm, 
All Saints Anglican Hall, Cromwell St, New Lambton. 
Beginners and visitors always welcome. Enq. Margaret 
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MUSIC IN CONCERT
Tuesday
The Screw Soapers Guild - Writers Presenters & 
Listeners Group 4th Tues, 7.30pm, stories, poems, 
songs and conversation. Albert 9600 7153, website: 
www.folkclub.com/folkodyssey/
Wednesday
Wisefolk Club Last Wed in month, 11am-2.30pm, 
Toongabbie Bowling Club, 12 Station Rd, lunch at club 
bistro. Sonia 9621 2394 Allen 9639 7494, 
Thursday
Sutherland Folk Club
2nd  Thurs concert night. All ages. Members are 
welcome to join us at any of our concerts, do a floor 
spot. Enjoy a friendly , sociable night’s entertainment, 
support local talent. Contact Jenny 9576 2301.
Blackheath Folk At The Ivanhoe
1st Thurs, 7.30pm. Ivanhoe Hotel Blackheath. Free 
entry, all ages. Floor spots available on first come, first 
served basis. Enjoy a meal at the Ivanhoe and friendly, 
sociable entertainment. Christine davica@bigpond.net.
au 02 4787 7246
Friday
Hornsby Kuring-Gai Folk Club
■3rd Fri, 8pm, Each month Beatrice Taylor Hall, rear 
Willow Park Community Centre, Edgeworth David Ave, 
Guest artist and floor spots, light supper provided BYO 
grog.  Barry Parks 9807 9497 bpparks@tpg.com.au
lllawarra Folk Club
■Irregular Fridays, Wollongong City Diggers Club, 
cnr Burelli & Church Streets, 1300 887 034 www.
illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Springwood Acoustic Music Club, or SNC Acoustic 
Club. www.sncc.org.au/events/springwood-acoustic-
club. Phone 02 4751 3033
Toongabbie Music Club
2nd and 4th Fri 8pm, Northmead Scout Hall, 
Whitehaven Road, Northmead. A session always 
happens so bring instruments. Allen Davis 9639 7494 
allendavis@iprimus.com.au. or Ray Pulis 9899 2102.
Saturday
■Bluegrass & Traditional Country Music Society of Aust. 
1st Sat, March-December Sydney get-together. Annandale 
Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston St, Annandale. Band 
workshop 7pm, concert 8.15pm, jamming all night. All 
welcome: $5/7. (02) 9456 1090  www.bluegrass.org.au

lllawarra Folk Club, 
■Irregular Saturdays, Wollongong City Diggers Club, 
cnr Burelli & Church Streets, 1300 887 034 www.
illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Loaded Dog Folk Club
■4th Sat, Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 
Johnston St, 8pm. Sandra Nixon, 9358 4886, kxbears@
ozemail.com.au. www.theloadeddog.org.au
■ The Shack. 1st Sat, presents 21st century 
original,contemporary and traditional folk music at the 
Tramshed, 1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen at 7:30. 
BYO drinks and nibblies. Rhonda 0416 635 856 . www.
theshacknarraabeen.com
■Troubadour Folk Club
Central Coast, 4th Sat. in month 7pm CWA Hall, Woy 
Woy. (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf), The Boulevard, 
Woy Woy. Admission: $11/$9/$8. Floor spots available.. 
includes light supper. 4342 6716 www.troubadour.org.au
Fairlight Folk Acoustic Lounge
Held four times a year, Feb, May, Aug. Nov (usually 
1st Sat) 7.30pm. Comfortable, relaxed environment 
for  quality live acoustic music. After show - jam. BYO 
drinks and nibbles. Light refreshments available. 
William St Studios, Fairlight (The Baptist Church down 
from Sydney Rd. Contact Rosie 9948 7993. www.
fairlightfolk.com

Monday
Bush Music Club
Community Centre, 44/142 Addison Rd, Marrickville, 
7.30pm. Music workshop. All singers and musicians 
welcome. Allen 9639 7494
Tuesday
Irish Music Session: Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month from 7.30 – 10.30pm @ The Shamrock 
Inn, Asquith Leagues Club, Alexandra Pd. Waitara 
(short walk from station). It’s an open session and all 
musicians are welcome with focus on tunes rather than 
songs. Phone Norm 9489 5786/normanmerrigan@
optusnet.com.au
Irish music lessons, beginners and advanced, 
instruments including fiddle, flue, whistle, guitar, banjo. 
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St. Surry Hills, 9212 1587 
info@gaelicclub.com.au
Wednesday
Jolly Frog Hotel. Jam Night. Cnr Bridge & Macquarie 
Sts, Windsor. 7.30pm to late. Mark 0419 466 004
Gosford Bush Poets
Last Wednesday night of every month 7pm. The 
Gosford Hotel, cnr of Mann & Erina Sts Gosford. 
Everyone welcome to share in night of fun, friendship 
and great poetry. Contact Vic Jefferies, 02 96394911 or 
jeffries@tech2u.com.au
The Cronulla Music Club 1st Wednesday. Cronulla  
RSL   2pm -  5pm. Contact Brian Dunnett 02 9668 
9051/Jenny 02 9576 2301
Bush Bash. Weekly gathering celebrating Australian 
bush songs, ballads, city ditties, yarns, recitations, 
bush dance tunes. Imperial Hotel, 252 Oxford St, 
Paddington. 830pm-1030pm. (Lounge opens 7.30pm). 
Free. Warren Fahey wfahey@bigpond.net.au
Thursday
■Sutherland Acoustic
4th Thursday of each. month from 7.30pm Gymea 
Tradies Club, Kingsway, Gymea. Friendly jam. All 
welcome to sing, play an instrument, recite poetry or 
just listen. Enq. Jenny 95762301
■Gaelic Club.Irish music session, 8pm. Plus Irish music 
lessons, instruments including fiddle, flute, whistle, 
guitar, banjo. Gaelic Club, Surry Hills  9212 1587 info@
gaelicclub.com.au
Friday
■Duke's Place. 2nd Friday (Feb-Dec), 7.30-11.30pm. 
Addison Road Centre, 142 Addison Road, Marrickville. 
$10, bring a plate. Sandra 9358 4886.
Singing Session - formerly held at the Gaelic Club, 1st 
Fri, 7-11pm. Hut 44, Addison Road Centre 142 Addison 
Rd, Marrickville. Cost - gold coin, BYO, plus a contribu-
tion to supper if wanted. Glenys 4758 7851, geddy_by@
internode.on.net

Saturday 
Bush Music Club Bush Dances
Beecroft Dance, 1st Sat (except Jan), Beecroft 
Community Centre, Beecroft Road, 7.30 - 11.30pm. 
Sigrid 9980 7077, Wilma 9489 5594. Ermington Dance, 
June and Dec, Ermington Community Centre, 10  
River Road, 7-11pm. Don 9642 7949. $19, $17, 
members $14. bushmusic.org.au
■Central Coast Bush Dance2nd Sat, 7.30 - 11.30pm,  
East Gosford Progress Hall, Henry Parry Dr and Wells 
St, $15/$12.  Robyn 4344 6484.
Scottish and Old Time Dance
■2nd Sat, 8pm, Uniting Church, 9-11 Bay St, Rockdale. 
$3 incl. supper. Chris Thom 9587 9966
■Scottish and Old Time DancingOrkney and Shetland 
Assoc. 3rd Sat, 8-11 pm. St David’s Hall, Dalhousie St, 
Haberfield. $3 inc. supper. Visitors most welcome. Jean 
Cooney 9874 5570.
■Macedonian Dance Class Rockdale. 6.30-8.30pm, $5. 
Y Kaporis 0412 861 187
■Mortdale Scottish DancersLearners night (for learners 
and experienced), 7.30- 9.30pm. Pensioners Welfare 
Club Hall, 76 Pitt Street, Mortdale. Pam Jehan 9580 
8564.
■Linnéa Swedish FolkdancersEstonian House, 141 
Campbell St, Surry Hills. New members welcome. For 
times contact Graeme Traves 9874 4194, linneafolk@
hotmail.com
■Medieval Miscellany (Medieval Dancing). All Saints Parish 
House, cnr Oxford and Cromwell Sts, New Lambton. 
Saturdays, 3.30-5.30pm. $10. Dianne 4936 6220

■Eastern Suburbs Poetry Group
1st Friday, Church in the Market Place, Bondi Junction. 
6.30-8.30pm. Gina 9349 6958
Macquarie Towns Music Club. 3rd Friday every 
month, from 7.30pm. Bring along instruments, 
songs, poems etc, for fun, friendly night. Richmond 
Neighbourhood Centre, 20 West Market St, Richmond. 
$5, guests $7. Taia 4567 7990
Springwood Neighbourhood Centre Acoustic 
Club  4th Fri, (Feb - Nov) 8pm, $7/$5, Springwood 
Neighbourhood Centre, Macquarie Rd (next to library 
and Oriental Hotel.) Visitors and floor performers 
welcome, Theresa 47518157, Jeannette 4754 4893
Sunday
■Hotel Illawarra Wollongong, 3rd Sunday, 3pm, 
spoken word, 5pm acoustic music 
■Irish Music Session  ellys, King Street, Newtown, 
6pm. Enq. 9559 6300
■Irish Music Session. 3rd Sunday. Bennet Hotel, 
Hamilton, 4-7.30pm Roz and Shane Kerr 44967 3167
■Irish Music Sessions - Dicey Riley’s, Wollongong 
2pm.
■Music lessons for kids. 12 noon - 3pm. Focus on tin 
whistle. Gaelic Club. Surry Hills 9212 1587.
■Music Session Hero of Waterloo, cnr Lower Fort St 
and Windmill Street, The Rocks. 6-10pm. Brendan 
9818 4864
Traditional Irish Music 'Slow Session' for begin-
ners/ intermediate players of Irish Traditional Music 
(melody instruments only).  6 30pm. Tritton Hall, Hut 
44, Addison Rd Community Centre, 142 Addison Rd, 
Marrickville. $10, conc. $5, includes tea & bikkies. 
Brian 0414 565 805

BATEMANS BAY: Scottish Country Danc-
ing, Batemans Bay Caledonian Society -Tues-
day 7.30pm at Batemans Bay Bowling Club 
- visitors welcome. Warren 4457 2065.
BATHURST:
Irish Ceili. Mon. 7.30 - 8.30pm. Irish Step dancing, 6.30 
- 7.30pm. Bathurst CWA Hall, Russell Street.
BELLINGEN:  Celtic Australian Session. Saturday 
from about 1pm. Northern end of Church Street cafe 
strip. John 6655 5898 Carole 6655 1225
BLUE MOUNTAINS: Blue Mountains Heritage 
Dancers, Wednesday in term time, 730pm-930pm.  
Wentworth Falls SOA. 217 Great Westn Hwy. Caroline 
0439 314 948, dba23266@bigpond.net.au or Patrick 
0412 786 988
Blue Mountains Folk. Mid Mountains Commuinity 
Centre. Joy Anderson Room, 7 New St, Lawson. 3rd 
Sunday, 3.30pm - 6pm. $7, $5, under 12 free. Nick 
Szentkuti 4758 7953, szentkuti@exemail.com.au
Irish Session at the Carrington, Katoomba. 4th 
Sunday, 3pm.
BRAIDWOOD: 
Braidwood Folk Music Club meets every 3rd Thursday 
now at the Anglican Church Hall, BYO everything. Info 
Sue 4842 8142
Tallaganda Dance Troupe. Folk dance, Mon. 
9.30am (Noela 4842 8004) 35 Coronation Ave, Braidwood.
BROKEN HILL: Occasional acoustic jam nights at Bell’s 
Milk Bar. Contact Broken Hill Art Exchange, (08) 8008 83171
CANOWINDRA
Canowindra Folk Club. 4th Sun, 4pm. Feature act plus 
open mic. Taste Canowindra.
CENTRAL COAST, Troubadour 4th Sat. in month 
7pm CWA Hall, Woy Woy. (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf), 
The Boulevard, Woy Woy. Admission: $11/$9/$8. Floor 
spots available.. includes light supper. Marilyn or Frank 
4341 4060 or 0419 231 319
COBARGO: Yuin Folk Club, Occasional concerts. 
Enq. Richard Depledge  6493 6199. yuinfolkclub@
bigpond.com, website: www.cobargofolkfestival.com 

REGIONAL  EVENTS



85 Allambie Road, Allambie Heights

‘On the Road’ (Loosely Woven) - 2pm, Saturday 11th February 
Edwina & Deko (Berlin) - 7pm, Friday 3rd March
Lady in Waiting - 2pm, Saturday 4th March
Scott Cook (Canada) - 7pm, Saturday 11th March
Dawn Barrington (WA) + Swimming to Florida - 7pm, Sat 8th Apr
Oi Dipnoi (Sicily) - 7pm, Friday 21st April 
The Beez (Berlin) - 7pm, Saturday 29th April
Kirsty Bromley (UK) & Liz Frencham - 4pm, Saturday 13th May
Sentimental Journey (Vov Dylan & Glenn Amer) - 2pm, Sun 25th Jun
String Theories - 7pm, Saturday 8th July

Formerly the Allambie Heights Uniting Church, Humph Hall is now the private home 
of Gial & Wayne.  Bookings call 9939 8802 or wayne@humphhall.org - humphhall.org

Humph Hall

Coming up in 2017:  (details on the web site - humphhall.org)
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