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Max Cullen plays 
Henry Lawson 
opposite Warren 
Fahey's Banjo Pa-
terson in their play 
'Dead Men Talking' 
at Hornsby, 19th 
June & Humph Hall 
5th July.
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Dear Folk Fed Members,
In attempting to convene a meeting of our sister Folk Feds at the National, we were 
saddened to learn that the Folk Federation of South Australia has recently closed down.  
This from their website: 
In some ways, the decision taken was a sad one – but things have a natural life cycle.  
The Folk Federation of South Australia has done a lot of impressive things over its 44 
years, and we should remember that, and celebrate it.  South Australia’s folk scene is 
active and healthy.  There’s a lot going on, at professional and community level, in all 
facets of folk, in all generations.  The music keeps going, & new things evolve.
While we join with South Australians in mourning the loss of this fine organisation, we 
should also take a moment to reflect on the future of our own Folk Federation.  We need 
to ensure that we are meeting the needs of the folk community, not just for today but for the 
years to come.  If you have enthusiasm, ideas and the will to contribute, the Folk Fed of NSW 
would welcome your active involvement.  Watch for the notice of our forthcoming AGM, and in 
the meantime please contact me or another member of the Committee if you would like to lend a hand.
On a more positive note, I am pleased to report that the NSW Featured State concert at the National was a triumph!  Were you 
there?  It was an excellent showcase of New South Welsh talent and a damn fine night was had by all.  Our heartfelt thanks 
are due to the many artists who took part and to Christina Mimmocchi and her team for putting it all together.  Also worthy of 
mention is the MoFo concert, featuring our young folk musicians.  MoFo is an initiative of which the Folk Fed is particularly 
proud and we will follow the progress of these newcomers to the folk scene with great interest.  
I’m writing this column on 24th May, which is Queen Victoria’s birthday.  Some of you will be aware of my strange predilec-
tion for the late, unamused QV, so it seemed appropriate that I mark the event with a folk song.  But I couldn’t find one!  The 
closest I could come was from the eponymous episode of “Horrible Histories”, which includes the following immortal verse :

Oh V and A
Oh A and V
Each way it spells L O V E 
Oh A and V
Oh V and A
They'll name a building after us one day

Does anyone have a folk song about Queen Victoria?  The more scurrilous and irreverent, the better.  All contributions grate-
fully received.  The winning song will be selected by that good old Australian tradition of Captain’s Pick, and will be suitably 
rewarded, possibly with a knighthood.
Pam Davis (President) - May 2015

 

SNEZ - 7pm Friday 5th June
Krzysztof Malek (concert pianist) - 2pm Sunday 21st June
'Dead Men Talking' (Warren Fahey & Max Cullen) - 3pm Sunday 5th July
Formerly the Allambie Heights Uniting Church, Humph Hall is now the private home of Gial & Wayne.   
85 Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights.  Bookings call 9939 8802 or wayne@humphhall.org - humphhall.org

Humph Hall Events in June/July
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 Dates for your diary June - July 2015
Metropolitan 

June
Tuesday 2nd June
The Vanguard. Brian Kennedy 
(briankennedy.co.uk), one of Ireland’s 
finest voices, with his latest album, a 
tribute to Joni Mitchell, entitled ‘A Love 
Letter To Joni’. Belfast legend, Van 
Morrison, invited Brian to a rehearsal 
one day that resulted in featuring him 
as guest lead singer on unforgettable 
‘Blues & Soul Revue’. With Van’s con-
tinuing mentoring and generosity, Brian 
shared vocal duties on stages across the 
globe over a 6-year period with Morri-
son and some of the greatest artists, incl. 
Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan, Ray Charles, 
John Lee Hooker. + Mick McHugh. 42 
King St, Newtown. 8pm. $43.80. Book-
ings: 9557 9409, thevanguard.com.au.

Friday 5th June
Humph Hall. SneZ. This enchanting 
songstress has a forte for describing 
experiences of everyday life in a way 
that resonates with people everywhere, 
articulating moments of deep pain and 
pure joy. Coming from a Macedonian 
working-class family, where stories 
about hardship, romance, black magic, 
mysticism and work ethic have been 
passed down through generations, Snez 
subtly weaves these influences into her 
own songs, producing tantalizingly 
personal, intimate performances. Twice 
in recent years SNEZ has unfortu-
nately had her scheduled return visits to 
Humph Hall cancelled due to the dispute 
with Warringah Council. Finally, she is 
coming back! 85 Allambie Rd, Allambie 
Heights. 7pm. Seating limited, bookings 
strongly advised. Wayne 9939 8802, 
wayne@humphhall.org. humphhall.org.

Saturday 6th June
Beecroft Bush Dance, with Bad Wal-
laBy. All dances taught and called. 
Supper provided. Beecroft Community 
Centre, Beecroft Rd (opp. Fire Station). 

7.30-11.30pm. $19, $17, $14 BMC 
members, $39 family. Sigrid 9980 7077. 
Special Offer: Become a member of the 
Bush Music Club for the first time by 
joining at one of our dances in May or 
June and get in to that dance for free! 
Enq, 0412 145 262, 9642 7950

The Shack. daddy longlegS & 
the SWamp donKeyS + ra-
chel colliS + the charlie 
gadon trio. Tramshed Com. Arts 
Ctr, 1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen 
(betw. car park & Ambulance Station). 
7-11pm. $25, $20 Shack members. 0413 
635 856. shackfolk.com.

Troubadour Folk Club. Kerrie 
garSide (kerriegarside.com.au). 
Kerrie is a Central Coast singer who 
performs original tunes with a strong 
acoustic groove, a touch of country/ 
jazz/ blues. Currently on tour in the 
USA, having recently appeared at the 
Tamworth festival, she is a musician in 
demand. Over the past year, a number of 
Troubadour members have asked for her 
to perform at the club. If you’ve heard 
her, you’ll know why. If not, this is your 
chance to hear what all the excitement is 
about.CWA Hall, The Boulevarde (opp. 
Fisherman’s Wharf), Woy Woy, 7pm. 
$12, $10, incl. light supper. Michael 
Fine (02) 4342 6716. troubadour.org.au.

Friday 12th June
Duke's Place. Australian songs in 
concert and session, with margaret 
Bradford. Bush Music Club, Tritton 
Hall (Hut 44), Addison Road Centre, 
142 Addison Rd, Marrickville. 7.30 for 
8pm. $10, bring contribution for supper. 
Sandra 9358 4886. bushmusic.org.au.

Fusion Boutique (facebook.com/Fu-
sionBoutiquePresents) presents concert 
and dinner with RAPT (raptmusic.com) 
at the Paragon Cafe, Katoomba.

Saturday 13th June
Central Coast Ozzie Bush Dance 
with Southern croSS Band. All 
dances taught and called and no experi-
ence is needed. East Gosford Progress 
Hall, cnr Henry Parry Drive and Wells 
St. 7.30-11.30pm. $15, incl supper, mak-
ing us the most affordable bush dance 
around. So come along and enjoy it. 
Students 13-16 $8; under-12s $5. Robyn 
4344 6484. ccbdma.org.

Sunday 14th June
Lewisham Hotel. BeSt of BlueS: 
ray Beadle Band (7.30-8.30) + 

Foreday Riders with Shane Pacey (6-7) 
+ Sally King and Sametribe (4.30-5.30) 
+ All-Star Jam (8.45-9.45). 'Best of 
Blues' shows were highlights of the 
Sydney Blues scene in the late '80s and 
early '90s, at venues such as the Three 
Weeds (Rozelle), Birkenhead Tavern, 
Harbourside Brasserie, and The Base-
ment, 794 Parramatta Rd. 4-10pm. $25. 
Bookings: trybooking.com/134093 or 
tickets at the door. 9560 8755

Tuesday 16th June
Garry Owen Hotel. BloomSday 
(sydneybloomsday.com) event. Read-
ings and song from epic novel 'Ulysses'. 
Guaranteed to entertain both novice and 
seasoned Joycean alike. 778 Darling St, 
Rozelle. 7pm. Free. Julian Neylan 0422 
005 006, Greg Stewart 0438 216 822, 
Maureen Robinson 0414 634 208

Friday 19th June
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Folk Club. 
dead men talKing: Henry Lawson 
and Banjo Paterson. A 90 minute show 
celebrating Australia’s two greatest 
storytellers; a lively banter between 
our two best-loved dreamers and poets. 
Henry and Banjo are seated at the 
Leviticus Bar and Grill, Heaven’s Gate, 
yarning about old times, their legacies 
and their famed ‘war of words’ in The 
Bulletin magazine. Between friendly 
leg-pulling they revisit their youth and 
some of their greatest work, particularly 
their songs and poems that tell of a dif-
ferent Australia. Max Cullen is Henry 
Lawson and Warren Fahey is ‘Banjo’ 
Paterson. Together they are Dead Men 
Talking. Beatrice Taylor Hall, Willow 
Park Community Centre, Edgeworth 
David Ave, Hornsby. Candle lit coffee 
house setting. Tea, coffee provided, 
BYO drinks, nibbles. 8pm (doors 7.30). 
$15. Tables can be booked: Barry Parks 
9807 9497, bpparks@tpg.com.au

Saturday 20th June
Bush Music Club. Ermington Bush 
Dance, with the Concert Party. All 
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dances called. Ermington Community 
Centre, 10 River Rd. 7-11pm. $19, $17, 
$14 BMC members. 0412 145 262

Django Bar. michael fix (Bris-
bane). Entertaining, amazing fretboard 
wizardry. Passionate and evocative 
guitar music that illuminates a whole 
range of emotions, plus interpretations 
of popular covers with a fresh individu-
ality. Joined by his son Adrian Fix on 
percussion. Stories, songs, plenty of 
good-natured humour - and sensational 
picking! Below Camelot Lounge, 19 
Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 7.30pm. 
$14.70. Tickets: stickytickets.com.
au/25918.

Sunday 21st June
Illawarra Folk Club. michael fix 
- Guitarist Extraordinaire. A leading 
exponent of contemporary acoustic 
guitar and consummate performer. "If 
awards were handed out for consistency 
and excellence, Michael Fix's trophy 
room would be overflowing with ARIA 
gongs for best instrumental albums" - 
Tony Hillier (Rhythms). City Diggers 
Wollongong, 50 Burelli St. 2.30-5.30pm 
(doors 2pm). Mystery act, 2.30. $15, 
$10. 1300 887 034

Contra Dances, with Keith Wood. 
Pennant Hills Com. Centre, 70 Yarrara 
Rd. 2-5pm. $5. Keith 0420 913 934

Humph Hall. KrZySZtof-maleK 
(krzysztofmalek.com), a Polish pianist 
currently residing in Sydney. Prizewin-
ner at several national and international 
competitions; has studied with 3 legend-
ary piano teachers in Europe, Australia, 
North America. Since his early success-
es in piano competitions, he continues 
to travel and perform around the world: 
so far, to nearly 20 countries. Krzysztof 
has also received prestigious govern-
ment awards for his contribution to the 
music industry, has made a number of 
archive recordings and recently was 
awarded Distinguished Talent Perma-
nent Residency of Australia. 85 Allam-
bie Rd, Allambie Heights. 2pm. Seating 
limited, bookings strongly advised. 
Wayne Richmond 9939 8802, wayne@
humphhall.org. humphhall.org.

Saturday 27th June
Loaded Dog. SeamuS gill (ACT) 
+ friends and relatives (incl. Corner-
brook - Bridie Burke, Cory Clarke, Ben 
Stephenson) of Declan Affley who died 
on 27th June 1985. Seamus, with a song 
for all occasions, has been perform-

ing at folk clubs and festivals for more 
years than he cares to remember. He 
sings Irish, English, Scottish, Austra-
lian, South American songs; has even 
been known to sing Beatles' songs in 
Irish. He shared a house with Declan 
Affley in Sydney (1970s) and Declan's 
enthusiasm for Australian political 
songs, sometimes performing with 
him. Co-writer, with Denis Kevans, of 
Across the Western Suburbs in 1973. 
Upstairs, Annandale Neighbourhood 
Centre, 79 Johnston St, 7.40 for 8pm. 
$20, $18. BYO, supper available. San-
dra 9358 4886. theloadeddog.org.au.

Troubadour Folk Club Kerrie 
garSide (kerriegarside.com.au). 
Kerrie is a Central Coast singer who 
performs original tunes with a strong 
acoustic groove, a touch of country/ 
jazz/ blues. Currently on tour in the 
USA, having recently appeared at the 
Tamworth festival, she is a musician in 
demand. Over the past year, a number 
of Troubadour members have asked for 
her to perform at the club. If you’ve 
heard her, you’ll know why. If not, 
this is your chance to hear what all the 
excitement is about.CWA Hall, The 
Boulevarde (opp. Fisherman’s Wharf), 
Woy Woy, 7pm. $12, $10, incl. light 
supper. Michael Fine (02) 4342 6716. 
troubadour.org.au.

July
Friday 3rd July
Camelot Lounge. 'captain 
matchBox and Beyond - The 
Music and Mayhem of Mic and Jim 
Conway.' Book Launch - a new publica-
tion from Melbourne Books; a ripper 
tale of the life and times of the Conway 
brothers, by Catherine Fleming and 
John Tait. Mic has created a new stage 
show to mark the occasion. Some of 
their favourite songs from careers with 
Captain Matchbox Whoopee Band, The 
Conway Brothers, Mic Conway's Na-
tional Junk Band, The Backsliders and 
Jim Conway's Big Wheel, performed by 
Mic, accompanied by irrepressible Don 
Hopkins (keyboard, vocals); with pro-
jected images and tales, tall and true. 19 
Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 7.30pm. 
$27.70, $22.70, show + book $58.50. 
Bookings: stickytickets.com.au/25711.

Saturday 4th July
The Shack. WheeZe & SucK 
Band + Beautiful chaoS. 
Tramshed Community Arts Centre, 

1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen (betw. 
car park & Ambulance Station). 
7-11pm. $25, $20 Shack members. 0413 
635 856. shackfolk.com. 

Sunday 5th July
Humph Hall. Dead Men Talking. 
Veterans max cullen and War-
ren fahey have co-written a new 
play which finds Australia’s two literary 
bards, Henry Lawson (Max) and Banjo 
Paterson (Warren), seated in the Leviti-
cus Bar & Grill, Heaven’s Gate, where 
they are discussing their legacies, their 
famed War of Words in The Bulletin - 
and generally bantering about life. They 
sing, recite and take their audience on 
a wild and rollicking ride. Max Cullen 
has an illustrious career as an actor - 
everything from ‘The Flying Doctor’ 
to the recent ‘Gatsby’. He is the ideal 
Lawson to Warren’s Banjo. 85 Allambie 
Rd, Allambie Heights. 3pm. Seating 
limited, bookings strongly advised. 
Wayne Richmond 9939 8802, wayne@
humphhall.org. humphhall.org.

Friday 10th July
Duke's Place - Australian songs in 
concert and session, with Chris Maltby. 
Bush Music Club, Tritton Hall, Hut 44, 
Addison Road Centre, 142 Addison Rd, 
Marrickville. 7.30 for 8pm. $10, bring 
contribution for supper. Sandra 9358 
4886. bushmusic.org.au.

Saturday 11th July
Petersham Bowling Club. raglan 
road (raglanroadreunion.com) - 
one-off 28-Year Reunion concert. They 
formed in 1974 and last played in 1987. 
By the early '80s Raglan Road was one 
of Australia’s leading folk/acoustic 
bands. They toured with the Dubliners, 
Christy Moore, The Fureys, Stockton’s 
Wing, Mary Black, Paddy Reilly and 
many other international performers. At 
their own long Sydney residencies they 
hosted Ralph McTell, Eric Bogle, Doug 
Ashdown, Bernard Bolan, and many 
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festivals and events
5th - 8th June 2015
SessionFest  
newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au
Enq, Bilbo 0410 584 533, sessionfest@
gmail.com.

5th - 8th June 2015
Perisher Peak Music Festival 
peakfestival.com.au

4th - 8th June 2015
Henry Lawson Festival 
henrylawsonfestival.com.au

5th - 8th June 2015
Bundanoon DanceFest 
bushtraditions.org 

The Spooky Men's Chorale

aspiring young performers. Sydney folk 
music was at its peak 30 years ago, and 
Raglan Road was at the top. 77 Brigh-
ton St. 8pm. $25. Bookings: trybook-
ing.com/115570. 9569 4639.

Central Coast Bush Dance with 
the old empire Band. All dances 
taught and called, no experience 
needed. East Gosford Progress Hall, cnr 
Henry Parry Drive and Wells St. 7.30-
11.30pm. $15, incl supper; Students 
13-16 $8; under-12s $5. Robyn 4344 
6484. ccbdma.org.

Friday 17th July
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Folk Club. 
Chronology: traditional Celtic folk; 
unique arrangements of traditional 
songs and tunes from Scotland, Wales, 
England, Ireland and Europe. Plus 
original music by Alex Cronin (ex-
Pastance) drawing on Celtic traditions. 
Beatrice Taylor Hall, Willow Park 
Community Centre, Edgeworth David 
Ave, Hornsby. Candle lit coffee house 
setting. Tea, coffee provided, BYO 
drinks, nibbles. 8pm (doors 7.30). $15. 
Tables can be booked: David Spira 
dspira1@bigpond.com.

Saturday 25th July
Loaded Dog. folKlore (facebook.
com/folkloresydney) - fine vocalists 
and musicians, roSie mcdonald, 
fiona mcVicar, cliona mo-
linS, anthony Woolcott, Ken 
o'neill. Murder ballads and songs 
of revenge, to sea shanties and songs of 
the seasons; Bard song to beautiful love 
songs, joy of lovers re-united, symbol-
ism of flowers and trees, skirt swirl-
ing fiddle tunes , evocative harp airs. 
+ mad adam (dallasdebrabander.
wix.com/mad-adam) - voices put-
ting instruments in their place. With a 
lifetime of harmony singing, miguel 
heatWole and dallaS de 
BraBander combine for an exciting 
collection of original and contemporary 
folk harmony duets and solo pieces 
infused with humour, drama, politics 
and passion. Upstairs, Annandale 
Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston St, 
7.40 for 8pm. $20, $18. BYO, sup-
per available. Sandra (02) 9358 4886. 
theloadeddog.org.au.

 

Regional and ACT
June-July

Friday 12th June
Tradewinds Folk. gleny rae, gle-
nyrae.com. The Dungeon, Adamstown 
Arts, Uniting Church, 228 Brunker Rd, 
Adamstown. 7.30pm. ticketebo.com.au/
tradewinds-folk, or $20, $18 at door. Car-
ole (02) 4929 3912. tradewindsfolk.com.

Saturday 20th June
earthly delightS. Workshops 
for all levels on all types of Renais-
sance dance, 9am-5pm. + Late Renais-
sance Ball, 7-11pm. Dress how you 
like, but for costume, think of Shake-
speare's time. All welcome, dances led. 
All Saints Church Hall, cnr Booney 
& Cowper St, Ainslie, ACT. Ball $25, 
$20 in advance, earthlydelights.com.au. 
Morning & afternoon workshops, $25 
each (incl. refreshments). Full day + 
ball, $50 in advance. Aylwen 0409 817 
623, aylwengg@gmail.com.

Saturday 27th June
Newcastle Hunter Valley Folk Club. 
Bush Dance, with Fiddle Tunes Tunes 
band, and a Celtic-flavour program. 
Wesley Fellowship Hall, 150 Beaumont 
St, Hamilton. 7.30pm. $15, $12, $10. 
Margaret 4952 1327, Lainie 4954 3455, 
0421 412 358. newcastlehuntervalley-
folkclub.org.au.

Saturday 4th July
Newcastle Hunter Valley Folk Club. 
the roaring fortieS (don 
Brian, roBin connaughton, 
tom hanSon, chriS maltBy, 
MargareT WalTerS, John 
Warner), renowned since 1988 
for unaccompanied traditional songs. 
Sea shanties and other robust songs of 
maritime and industrial history, union 
songs, that tell of real people, their lives 
and work. Wesley Fellowship Hall, 150 
Beaumont St, Hamilton (opp. Exchange 
Hotel). 7.30-10.30pm. $15, $12, $10, 
under-17 free. Ron 4926 1313, Bilbo 
4958 4033

Join the Winter Welcome Party
The Perisher Peak Music Festival ig-
nites the energy that a new snow season 
brings and we invite you to celebrate 
with us this June long weekend.

The festival delivers a strong program 
of live music with over 120 performanc-
es in 10 unique mountain venues along 
with workshops, sessions & kids events 
over four fun filled days in Perisher.

New for 2015:

• FREE night skiing Saturday

• UNLIMITED foot passenger scenic 
chairlift rides with every wknd fest pass 

Expect friendly scenes in mountain 
bars. Be surprised by the artists! Enjoy 
an up close and personal live music 
experience. Soak in the fresh alpine air 
as you move between venues.

Cobargo Folk Festival 2016
Please note that applications will close 
on 31st July, 2015 not in August as 
previously notified.

Wednesday 8th July
Wongawilli Contra Dance, with Ju-
lie BiShop. Wongawilli Community 
Hall (wongawillicolonialdance.org.au), 
Lot 422 Wongawilli Road. 8-9.30pm. 
$3, incl. light supper; children free. 
David De Santi 0409 57 1788, info@
wongawillicolonialdance.org.au.

Friday 10th July
Tradewinds Folk. Cap in Hand 
(capinhandduo.com). The Dungeon, 
Adamstown Arts, Uniting Church, 228 
Brunker Rd, Adamstown. 7.30pm. tick-
etebo.com.au/tradewinds-folk, or $20, 
$18 at door. Carole (02) 4929 3912
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Five days of music, stuffed potatoes and memories.  The 
baked stuffed potatoes were cheap, delicious and the queues 
were shorter. I missed the two previous National Folk Fes-
tivals and this one was a reminder of what I love so much 
about the folk scene. A huge collection of talented and funny 
people (ha ha and peculiar), opportunities to hear new emerg-
ing singers and to sing in the stairwells with some of the best 
voices in Australia.  

Being a fan of harmonies, tradition and check shirts, I can’t 
get enough of Jason and Chloe Roweth and their growing 
mastery of traditional Australian music. Rob Willis keeps 
feeding them with tasty songs from our past, still relevant, 
new but old. Never too many songs about sheep.  Their 
voices are our musical history. Christine Wheeler’s beauti-
ful voice swirls and layers with her accomplished musical 
friends to inflate a venue with exquisite ripples of sound. This 
music is compassionate, powerful, and joyful. 

So many fantastic performers, and so many catch-ups with 
friends growing a bit more wrinkly, some a bit more beery ☺ 
as the festival progressed. Luckily the elastic-sided boots, all 
faded and comfy, never had to stomp through mud, and the 
well-patched festival skirt has survived another autumn.

I blundered into the Tantric Turtle to find the Newcastle’s 

brainy bard, and master of whimsy, Clark Gormley perform-
ing accompanied only by his harmonica and a hat. One half 
of The Nerds, Gormsley’s dada approach to music includes 
explorations into mowing the lawn, mumbling and much 
more. How loudly can I say it? This man is too understated 
for his own good. He is a talent worth pickling and redistrib-
uting on mass. Hidden away in Newcastle poetry forums and 
small folk dives, he deserves more than blackboard gigs.  A 
sort of Mic Conway of the mind – he tap dances with words 
and notes. I hope to see him on as a main act at the National 
Folk Festival in 2016. 

And speaking of national treasures, one of the best concerts 
I’ve ever attended was one a few years ago where singers 
from around the country performed songs by John Warner.  
John is a muscular maestro, his big strong arms and foghorn 
voice conceal a poet and songwriter whose work is under-
stood and lauded internationally.  John was a big absence 
this year, a prophet in his own time, not on the menu.   I hope 
we hear John Warner’s work performed at all National Folk 
Festivals in the future, so his songs keep flowing like the 
beautiful Murrumbidgee River that he venerates in his song, 
“Murrumbidgee Fair”.
Amalina Wallace

2015 National Folk Festival Review

Jack Sorenson Workshop - Dingo's Breakfast & friends

folk  news
Improvisation, Italy
The School of Improvisation (arparla.it/en/activities/teach-
ing/7), 22-25 June, Pavia, Italy, is a seminar/ conference/ 
course with a multidisciplinary approach to musical improvi-
sation. It gives everybody the possibility to express them-
selves, employing the expressive arts of Rhetoric, Fencing, 
Theatre, Painting, and Psychology. Presenters: Davide Monti, 
Luigi Rovighi, Emilia Fadini, Alessandro Bressanello, 
Giovanni Lodetti, Kristine Kolrud, Raffaella Lisi, Michael 
Schötensack, Raffaella Pellegrini, Maria Christina Cleary, 
Ugo Nastrucci.

Assorted Singing
Sydney Shape Note Singers have a Monthly Sing on Sun-
days. They will be meeting on Sunday 14th June and Sunday 
12th July, from 3 to 6pm, at Dickson St Space, 35-39 
Dickson St, Newtown. You are welcome to join them, to 
sing some raucous fugues and haunting harmonies from the 

American hymnal ‘The Sacred Harp’. No experience is nec-
essary, just a desire to sing. Look us up on Facebook.

Then the Sydney Shape Note Singers' Saturday Sing, at the 
same venue. The next one will be on Saturday 25th July, 
starting at 9.30am, for a day of singing, again from ‘The 
Sacred Harp” (Denson edition). This is an American four part 
acapella folk singing tradition. No experience is necessary, 
all are welcome to come and join in. We’ll have a pot luck 
lunch on the grounds so please bring along a plate of food. A 
donation of around $20 or whatever you can afford would be 
much appreciated to help cover costs.

The Songlines Singing Session will resume on Sunday 5th 
July, 7-10pm, upstairs at The Old Fitzroy Hotel, 129 Dowling 
St, Woolloomooloo. Come along and share a song or a story 
or come to listen. Usually held first Sunday of the month, 
Songlines is cancelled for June. Check us out on Facebook.

For enquiries about any of these sessions, contact Ruby, ruby.
foster@hotmail.com.
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the Bush Music Club had a very 
successful National!
The BMC held 4 Saplings workshops for young musicians 
and would-be musicians aged 8-16 years, plus a few younger 
siblings. Many of our Saplings were able to be part of the 
very well received 30 minute concert on Easter Monday. 

The Saplings workshops started with the tutors playing and 
the young musicians joining in as they arrived. Everyone 
played several tunes, then the younger musicians were sorted 
into groups & left the tent with their tutors to work at their 
own level. They returned for the last 10 minutes and played 
and sang together. 

Our singing workshop on The Songs of Stan Wakefield, 
presented the songs written by one of our earliest songwriters 
and was well received, as was our Tunes workshop which 
presented the next batch in an ongoing series of Waltzes, the 
famous Waltz-a-thon. Each Waltz-a-thon presents a different 
group of waltzes, and we have enough left for a number of 
workshops! Perhaps they were the most popular type of tunes 
collected?

Our Heritage Ensemble under the direction of Dave Johnson 
provided the program for the Colonial Ball.  

Members were also well represented in the lunchtime 
Australian songs session and the morning tunes sessions, and 
naturally we were well-represented in the late night singing 
& tunes sessions. 

BMC members also presented concerts, workshops, dances 
and singing and tunes sessions. 

Plans are afoot to apply for the 2016 National! 
Sandra Nixon
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2015 National Folk Festival

Alasdair Fraser with the 
Melbourne Scottish Fiddlers

Sonia Bennett 
(Blue goose Band)

David Bridie  
(My Friend the Chocolate Cake)

greg Wilson & Jo Cresswell at  
the Concertina Convergence

Daniel Ho

Festival Bush Orchestra

gina Williams & guy ghouse

the Heritage Ball
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Folk Festivals - Measure to Improve!   
Frank Wilson, Principal, Aptitude & Insight
Research shows that during 2015 seventy five (1) folk 
festivals will be played across Australia.   That’s around 6 fes-
tivals per month.   Peak months are November (11), January 
(10), June (9) and September (6).  February and December 
are the ’quietest’ months (3 each month).  NSW/ACT (33%), 
Victoria (29%) and Queensland (20%) account for most activ-
ity.   WA (8%), SA (5%), Tasmania (3) and NT (1%) account 
for the remainder.  
That sounds like a lot of festivals!  However, research by the 
University of Wollongong (2) in 2009 identified 1340 rural 
‘festivals’ (‘festival’ contained in the name) were run in NSW 
alone.  Among these, 288 (10%) were music festivals. 
 Although these figures are not directly comparable they do 
help put folk festivals into a broader market perspective.  
‘Festivals’ are significant generators of local revenue and 
increasingly competitive. Folk festivals are participants in a 
very cluttered festival market.  
Although each festival has its own particular market niche, & 
often tap a catchment based on location, the need for financial 
support through funding grants & sponsorship is common to all.  
The reality of organizations providing sponsorship and grants 
to folk and other festivals is that, in many instances, their 
funding pool is limited and they need to prioritize.  No matter 
what festival organizers would like to hope, not every submis-
sion is going to be successful.   
Affiliation, loyalty, audience feedback & networking all play 
an important part in the decision & evaluation process. Aside 
from philanthropic supporters, with a strong personal belief in 
the community good festivals create, other funders are more 
pragmatic and increasingly require proof their involvement 
delivers on a range factors.   These elements can include:  
• Characteristics of the festival audience. 
• Audience fit and overlap their products’ markets.
• Where audiences come from and where do they stay?
• What do they spend?
• What do they experience? Will it be memorable and gen-

erate associated product loyalty?
With these factors in mind the benefits of an appropriately 
scaled market research program is evident.  Market research 
focused on how to improve your festival can not only allow 
you to monitor and communicate success but also identify the 
factors needed to sustainably grow ticket sales.  At the same 
time it can create a valuable base of information providing 
feedback to sponsorship stakeholders and funders alike.
A well-conceived research program will not only return value 
by monitoring audience and festival visitor opinions but 
also provide invaluable insight on how well volunteers are 
engaged (for example will they volunteer again? Why/ Why 
not?) and how have performers found their festival experi-
ence.  For example, billeting, audience reactions, venues. 
However, two questions inevitably arise.  Who has the skills 
to do this reliably and isn’t research expensive?   
The truth is that a program of market research doesn’t need to 
be expensive.  It is possible and available to cost constrained 
folk organizations.  Most folk festivals organizers have the 
data resources they need to implement a research program, 
they just don’t realize it!   Guidance is needed.
By implementing a well-constructed market research program 
before the festival it is very feasible to deliver benefits such as:
• Understanding how your festival is positioned in the mind 

of your audience.
• Identifying what aspects of your festival need improvement.

• Quantifying the demographics (e.g. age, interests, location 
etc.) of your audiences.

• Providing customer input to drive your strategy and plan-
ning processes.

• Collecting feedback to share with stakeholders such as 
local government, grants organizations, local business 
communities and of course sponsors.

The benefits of market research are many and these are just a 
few.  It depends on your festival’s needs (gaps in knowledge) 
and, in the end, a customer driven commitment to the task.   
The idea of research often sounds great but is then put on the 
backburner.  However, the results can be substantial.  
Measuring to improve your festival through market research 
is not just sensible it’s also, with the right advice, economi-
cally very possible.   
References
1. Folk Alliance - folkalliance.org.au/festivals-calendar
2. Gibson C. & Stewart A. Reinventing Rural Places. The 

extent & impact of festivals in rural Australia.  Uni of 
Wollongong.  2009

About the Author:  Frank Wilson is a 25 year experienced 
Market Researcher.  He is a member of the Australian Market 
and Social Research Society and a registered Psycholo-
gist. Over the last five years he has worked closely with the 
organizing committee of the Cobargo Folk Festival develop-
ing their market research program focusing on audiences, 
volunteers and performers.  A case study of the Cobargo Folk 
Festival can be viewed at aptitudeandinsight.com.    
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Peter ellis tribute
The world of Australian concertina 
dance music has lost a friend and 
legend, with the death of Peter Ellis.  
Those of you who got to our Con-
certina Convergence Concert at the 
National Folk Festival were lucky to 
catch Peter doing a wonderful act of 
demonstrating, in his inimitable way, 
the use of the concertina as a one-
instrument, old-time dance band.  As 
well as pumping out those lovely 
old tunes, he showed the technique 
of forcefully ‘swinging’ the con-

certina vertically or horizontally to accentuate parts of a tune 
and make the sound travel in interesting ways.  As well as his 
involvement in our concert, Peter contributed enormously to 
this year’s National in his usual busy schedule of workshops, 
concerts, dances, and sessions, but sadly, just weeks after the 
festival, he was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

Not only was Peter a legend in playing dance music on 
concertina, but also in inspiring and encouraging others, by 
generously sharing music and dance in so many ways.  He 

vale: Peter Nicolaus ellis OAM (1946-2015)
The committee of the Victorian Folk Music Club are shocked 
and saddened by the sudden passing of Peter Ellis just three 
weeks after his diagnosis of pancreatic cancer.

Peter was a national treasure with his encyclopedic knowledge 
of Australian social dance, its music and historical context. 
Fortunately, Peter was a prolific author of books and music 
recordings, many of which were published by the VFMC, and 
most of which are still in print. The list includes the 3-volume 
"Collector's Choice", "Music Makes Me Smile" (edition 1, 
1998 and expanded edition 2, 2015) both launched at the Nariel 
Creek Folk Festival, "The Waltz, the Polka and all Kinds of 
Dance Music", "200 Dancing Years" (with Shirley Andrews 
as part of the bicentenary celebrations), "Quadrille Mania" (3 
booklet and 6 CD set), "The Merry Country Dance", "Take Me 
Back To Bendigo". Alas, even with this prolific output, we will 
miss Peter's seemingly endless knowledge.

Awarded honorary Life Membership of the VFMC in 1986, 
Peter contributed to the club's activities as an MC, dance in-
structor, dance musician, conducted workshops on playing for 
dances, and when possible joined our regular music sessions. 
Peter also founded the Bush Dance & Music Club of Bendigo, 
and has been primary MC and dance caller at the Nariel Creek Festival for many years. He played with the Wedderburn Old-
timers, was leader of the Emu Creek Bush Band, played with the Nariel Band and more recently played with the Gay Charm-
ers. Primarily playing concertina and button accordion, Peter also played the whistle, and on occasion was seen to play the fid-
dle, (his fiddle, had been bequeathed to him by the late “Corry” (Mrs Agnes Corry)). Peter was greatly in demand at festivals 
(including the National) and dance events across Victoria and interstate. In all these roles he will be sorely missed.

The VFMC web site holds several of Peter's articles on the history of social dance and music in Australia, most of which have 
also been published in Trad & Now. The National Library of Australia holds an extensive collection of Peter's collected mate-
rial.

It's hard to imagine the Nariel dances or the Dinki Di Ball without Peter. Without doubt Peter was one of the most cheerful 
dance musicians ever - always in control and unflappable. On the dance floor a true gentleman. At all times generous with his 
skills and knowledge. Thanks Peter, you will be sorely missed.
Steve Bullock for the VFMC Committee, with thanks to all those who helped provide details.
Photograph of Peter playing for dancers at the 2015 NFF by: Steve Bullock

Printed with kind permission from the Victorian Folk Music Club Inc. It will also appear in their newsletter, Australian Tradition.

loved dancing, and was a sought-after dance caller, and with 
his fascination for music history, a collector, researcher and 
thorough acknowledger of old tunes, songs and dances, as 
well as a producer of dance music books and recordings, and 
coordinator of dance bands, singer of interesting old songs, 
....and the list goes on....and on.  In fact, Peter was a veritable 
walking, talking, playing, dancing and singing encyclopaedia 
of Australia’s social dance history.

Peter’s concertina was a force to be reckoned with in those 
mighty sessions, but he was always one of nature’s gentle-
men.  The Victorian folk music world, we of the Concertina 
Convergence, and the wider world of Australian social/
bush music and dance will sadly miss him, but we’ll always 
remember his smile and infectious enthusiasm at the joys of 
sharing music, dance and song, and a good story or two.

A rough video was taken of Peter demonstrating his famous 
concertina 'swing' a few weeks ago at the NFF.  Search for 
'Peter Ellis at the 2015 National Folk Festival' on YouTube.

VALE Peter.
Carole Helman, on behalf of the Concertina Convergence team
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By Danny Spooner: a talk given at Cobargo Folk Festival 2015

Augathella Station
Bert had done quite well 
at school, he was always 
a keen scholar and he also 
wrote well - a skill that he 
worked hard on while in 
Australia, regularly writ-
ing very long and detailed 
letters to his aunts in 
England. Bert had a quick 

ear, a very good imagination and was an excellent storyteller, 
at times bending the truth in a way which makes his tales 
of his years in Australia somewhat difficult to untangle. We 
know he sailed from England in October 1924 and arrived in 
Sydney on the SS Euripides on the 21st of November then got 
work as a farm labourer. He didn’t like the work and was a bit 
stand-offish judging from what he says about his workmates 
in letters. I think he might have been either a bit shy or a bit 
of a snob, probably a bit of both. He kept himself to himself, 
living in a small farm hut alone rather than sharing the men’s 
quarters. He read avidly and listened to classical music – he 
had bought a small record player and he told his aunts, 'My 
musical taste is fast improving'. He loved Bach and Mozart 
and, as he told Mark Gregory in an interview in 1979, 'So 
there it was, I was educating myself'. But it is unlikely that he 
had had any interest in workers’ pastimes, music or folklore at 
this stage.

In later interviews and in notes he wrote for record covers he 
says that he did start to hear and register bush songs at that 
time, which he began recording in old note-books (none of 
which have been found), songs such as Bluey Brink and One 
of the has-beens. Bert worked as a roust-about, a labourer 
and a stockman in country NSW and became a good rider. 
He also said that it was from itinerant workers that he learnt 
songs; however it would appear that his Australian folklore 
and folksongs came largely from printed sources such as Bill 
Wallan’s books, and a series of tapes loaned to him by Edgar 
Waters when he visited Lloyd in Britain in 1954. (Waters was 
an Australian academic, collector, founding member of Wattle 
Records and at the time a member of the C.P. of Aust.)

To my knowledge, the sources that Bert cited for his songs 
have never been found though many Australian folksong col-
lectors have tried to find them, and the same applies to Bert’s 
versions of Australian songs.

Dave Arthur tells us that Bert, fed up with Australia’s out-
back, returned to England in May 1930, after, as Bert tells us, 
a spell of sheep rousing in South Africa. In his swag was a 
welter of songs, bush-stories and tall tales, many of which he 
may have made up. For example, the song The Maryborough 
Miner, which he told Brad Tate about in 1972, he said he had 
collected in Australia in 1934, when he was already back in 
England in 1930. Some of the Australian stories Bert told 
when he returned to England have led to what has been called 
The Lloyd Controversy. Dave Arthur quotes Terry MacDon-
ald who said:

“Bert created the verses that people should have sung, but 
carelessly forgot to do so.”

the Flash Stockman
In a response to a letter from John Meredith, who had que-
ried some of his sources and stories, Bert wrote:

… most of my acquaintance with Australian folklore comes 
from printed sources…In my years in the bush I wasn’t look-
ing for folklore. I doubt I knew there was such an animal. 
Such songs as I picked up were not ‘collected’ but merely 
learned because I fancied singing them. Some I wrote down 
at the time (the texts, that is) others I memorised. Most of 
them have got so added-to and altered-about, consciously 
or involuntarily, in the course of time, that I imagine their 
scientific value to be small.

It was this tinkering and his lack of accurate accreditation 
which came to anger some Australian collectors and in recent 
years has caused more academically based folklorists to 
criticize Lloyd. For example, we now believe that The Ma-
ryborough Miner, which Lloyd said he collected, is probably 
his direct take from The Murrumbidgee Shearer (see John 
Lahey’s 'Great Australian Folksongs', Hill of Content 1965 
and 1972 reprint). None-the-less, it’s a great song.

Bert arrived home in England fit, well, and just in time for 
the Great Depression but as he once said, ‘unemployment 
is a great way to educate yourself’ and he told us that he 
spent much of his imposed spare time ‘shuffling between the 
labour exchange and the British Museum’s reading room’ 
where he informed himself about a variety of subjects from 
the Arts to various aspects of Social History. While it’s 
likely that this period saw the beginnings of his interest in 
folksongs as a source for the study of working life, Dave 
Arthur tells us that ‘he was working for much of that time 
as Foreign Books Manager at Foyle’s in London’. He joined 
the Communist Party of Great Britain and, largely through 
Leslie Morton, ex-bookshop owner and proprietor of The 
Daily Worker, began to meet people and became friends with 
many of the Bloomsbury Set, left-wing, middle-class, writ-
ers, artists, and musicians. Among them was the poet Dylan 
Thomas, social historians George Rude, E.P. Thompson, 
Eric Hobsbawm, the Marxist song editor Stephen Sedley, the 
Satanist Alistair Crowley and other followers of Margaret 
Murray, who had tried to find links between anthropology, 
folklore, social history and witchcraft.

John Barleycorn

There were three men came out of the west 
Their fortunes for to try, 
And these three men made a solemn vow 
John Barleycorn should die. 
They ploughed, they sowed , they harrowed him in, 
Throw-ed clods upon his head. 
Then these three men made a solemn vow 
John Barleycorn was dead.

To me rite fol larie fol a diddle day, to me rite fol larie O 
To me rite fol larie fol a diddle day, to me rite fol larie O

They let him lie for a very long time 
Till the rains from heaven did fall, 
And little Sir John sprung up his head 
And so amazed them all. 
They let him lie a long mid-summer 
Till he grew both pale and wan, 
Then little Sir John grew a long, long beard 
And so became a man. 

A. L. (Bert) Lloyd: A complex man and a complex life - Pt. 2
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But they hired men with the scythes so sharp 
To cut him off at the knee, 
They bound and tied him by the waist 
Serving him most barbarously. 
Then they hired men with the sharp pitchforks 
To prick him to the heart. 
But the loader served him worse than that 
For he bound him to a cart. 

Then they wheeled him round and round the field 
Till they came unto the barn, 
Where these three men made a solemn vow 
On poor John Barleycorn. 
They hired men with the crab-tree sticks 
To cut him skin from bone, 
But the miller served him worse than that 
For he ground him between two stones.

 But here’s little Sir John in the but-brown bowl 
And brandy in the glass, 
And little Sir John in the nut brown bowl 
Proved the stronger man at last. 
For the huntsman he can’t hunt the fox 
Nor so loudly blow his horn, 
And the tinker he can’t mend ‘is kettles or pots 
Without a little drop of barleycorn.

Bert made his niche among these people by synthesising 
folksong and the Marxist Dialectic, a link which they prob-
ably hadn’t considered until that time. However, they liked 
what they heard and they liked him, respecting his depth and 
breadth of reading. Christiana Foyle, the autocratic, anti-
union owner of probably the largest bookshop in the world at 
the time and who had started the Right Book Club in opposi-
tion to Victor Gollancz’s Left Book Club, was very fond of 
Bert, who had worked for her and would often join her and 
her husband on their little boat for weekends. She wrote of 
him:

I was very keen on Lloyd. He was with us for several years ... 
He was a most curious person….He was so gentle and had a 
most charming smile. He was very bohemian. He could mix 
quite freely with any of the bohemian groups. He could fit in 
with anybody, sailors, poets, anybody…What was so mar-
vellous about him was he seemed to know everything about 
every subject under the sun and we were very impressed – we 
were very young at the time. (p41)

His dear friend Leslie Morton wrote

He was very much the intellectual; he knew all about music, 
painting, literature. There was nothing about which he didn’t 
seem to know something. He was a remarkable man. A man 
who could collect languages like postage stamps (p37pp)

This shows the real chameleon Bert Lloyd could be; he was a 
charmer and he used this charm to create a place for himself 
among the movers and shakers of the early thirties in London. 
As they were sharp minds, this needed knowledge, talent and 
skill as well as charm. Most people who met Bert liked him, 
he was helpful, interested in a vast range of things, always 
ready to offer advice or assistance. On the few occasions that 
I met him he was all of these things, yet I always felt he was 
guarded and his ready, sweet smile, as C. Day-Lewis once 
remarked, never quite reached to his eyes.

The peasant-like common sense and understanding of chil-
dren’s sense of justice is played out and acknowledged in 
this pretty, rural English ballad about Mary and Christ, and 
the simple yet complex story fitted well with Lloyd’s Marxist 

thinking at the time. It was also a particular favourite of his.

The Bitter Withy

As it befell on a high holiday, 
Small hail from the sky did fall. 
When our saviour asked his mother mild 
If he might go and play at ball. 
‘At ball, at ball me own dear son, 
Tis time that you was gone, 
But don’t let me hear of any mischief 
At night when you come home.’

So up the hill and down the hill 
The sweet young saviour run, 
Until he met three rich young lords,  
Good morrow to each one. 
‘Good morn, good morn, good morn,’ they said, 
‘Good morning’ then said he, 
‘And which of you three rich young lords  
Will play at ball with me?’

‘Oh we are lords’ and ladies’ sons 
Born in a bower and hall, 
And you are nothing but a poor man’s child 
Born in an oxen stall.’ 
‘I am nothing but a poor man’s child, 
Born in an oxen stall. 
I’ll make you believe in your latter end 
I’m an angel above you all.’

So he built him a bridge from the beams of the sun 
And over the water ran he, 
And the three young lords they followed him  
And drown’d they were all three. 
Then up the hill and down the hill  
Three rich mothers run, 
‘Crying Mary Mild fetch home your child  
For ours he’s drown’d each one.’

So Mary Mild fetched home her child 
And laid him across her knee, 
And with a handful of willow twigs 
She’s given him slashes three. 
‘Oh bitter withy, o bitter withy, 
You’ve caused me to smart, 
And the willow shall be the very first tree 
To perish at the heart.’

Within a few years a doyen of English classical music, a folk 
song collector and editor, Dr. Ralph Vaughan-Williams would 
call Bert ‘the greatest expert alive on folk music’. But while 
Bert had made it among the who’s who of the 1930s London 
left-wing intelligentsia, the one-time socialist George Orwell 
came to despise them and regarded them as one of:

All that dreary tribe of high-minded women, sandal-wearers 
and bearded fruit-juice drinkers who come flocking towards 
the smell of progress like bluebottles to a dead cat.

Oh how quickly allegiances change, Orwell, the once proud 
‘Socialist’ who had volunteered and fought in the Spanish 
Civil War, would later prepare a list of left-thinking writ-
ers for the Special Branch, MI5 - rather like that which Burl 
Ives produced for the Committee on Un-American Activi-
ties in the States. While Orwell chose to be a turn-coat, the 
extremely right-wing Malcolm Muggeridge was vehemently 
anti-soviet and in his book 'The Thirties' (reprinted in 1974 
by Fontana), he wrote about visits made by the British Left as 
guest of Soviet Russia:
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Their delight in all they saw and were told and the expression 
they gave to their delight, constitute unquestionably, one of 
the wonders of the age. The almost unbelievable credulity of 
these mostly university educated tourists astonished even the 
soviet officials.

I wonder how he knew, he wouldn’t have gone with them.

The 1930s was a time of European ferment. Hitler was on 
the rise in Germany, and in England poverty and trades union 
action was strong. Public demonstrations were supported 
by the left but there were many in London, including many 
of the working classes, who supported Oswald Mosley’s 
fascist Brown Shirts. It was a pro-Hitler, anti-communist and 
certainly anti-Semitic group who regularly physically attacked 
worker demonstrators. Then 1936 saw the beginning of the 
Spanish Civil War in which Franco’s fascists were supported 
by the armies of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini. To this 
Spanish people’s resistance, many left-wing workers, artists, 
writers and scholars would volunteer their services and their 
lives.

The poet C. Day-Lewis wrote:

It was not fraud or foolishness, 
Glory, revenge or pay; 
We came because our open-eyes 
Could see no other way.

Jamie Foyers

Far distant, far distant lies Foyers the brave, 
Nae tombstone memorial shall hallow his grave, 
For his banes they lie scattered on the rude soil of Spain, 
For young Jamie Foyers in battle was slain.

He’s gane frae the shipyard that stands on the Clyde, 
His hammer lies silent, his tools laid aside; 
To the wide Ebro River, young Foyers is gane 
Tae fecht by the side o’ the people of Spain.

He came frae the shipyard, took arf his warking claes. 
Oh! I mind weel the time o’ the lang simmer days. 
He said fare ye weel lassie, I soon shall be hame, 
But young Jamie Foyers in battle was slain.

There wasna’ his equal at wark or at play, 
He was strang in the union till his dying day, 
He was grand at the futba, at the dance he was braw, 
Aye young Jamie Foyers was the floower o’ ‘em a.’

At the ficht for Belchite he was aye at the fore, 
And he focht at Gandesa till he couldna ficht morre; 
He lay o’er his machine-gun wi’ a bullet through his brain 
And young Jamie Foyers in the battle was slain.

Those words written in 1967 by Ewan MacColl, based on a 
broadside ballad dating from the time of the Peninsular Wars 
about 1811/12, were MacColl’s tribute to those who fought 
and died in the battle against fascism in Spain. McColl would 
go AWOL from National Service.

1936 was also the year which saw the foundation of the CPGB 
publishers, Lawrence and Wishart, and the Workers’ Music 
Association for whom Lloyd would write and work, and who 
would publish his early works on folksongs like Coaldust Bal-
lads, The Singing Englishman, Come all ye bold Miners and 
finally his magnum opus Folksong in England (1967).

A member of the WMA Aubrey Bowman wrote in the Morn-
ing Star:

Hitherto, music had been thought of as having to be brought 

‘to’ the workers, to elevate them and immerse them in the 
‘beauties’ of song and so alleviate the drudgeries and miseries 
of work and everyday living. It could, as one 19th century 
writer cogently put it, help stave off disaffectedness and 
revolution. But, in the WMA, there was a complete reversal. A 
revolution in fact. Instead of music being brought to the work-
ers, it is the music of the worker’s struggle, of workers’ battles 
and of their triumphs that is brought to the musical arena. 
From its inception, the venture was a resounding success. 
(p65) (Unfortunately, only among the believers).

During these years Lloyd worked as a contract journalist 
writing for a variety of journals including the Picture Post, 
the Left Review, Daily Worker and BBC Radio. He wrote 
hundreds of pieces and millions of words, his output was 
tremendous.

Danny Spooner
- to be continued in next issue of Cornstalk (August-September)

Focus on Folk
6-7pm 1st  Saturday

Focus on Folk on Fine Music 102.5 & anywhere in 
the world on finemusicFM.com
6 June Carole Garland presents her Scottish &  
 English centred music
4 July Paul Jackson brings us songs with a message

Anyone with a CD they would like to add to the library 
collection for consideration for airplay please forward to: 

Focus on Folk, Post Office Box A182, 
Sydney South 1235.
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Item Reg Mem* Qty Total

NSW - State of Play (double CD snapshot of the 2008 NSW folk scene) $15 $10

The Songs of Henry Lawson (new songbook edition with 375 settings) $30 $25

The Songs of Chris Kempster (double CD) $25 $20

Postage & Packaging:  ($10 for book + up to 2 CD sets) ($3 for 1 CD set, $5 for 2 CD sets)

* Join the Folk Fed now and receive member’s discount.  See jam.org.au for membership form.                         Total:

I enclose my cheque/money order payable to: Folk Federation of NSW

Please charge my credit card: 

Card number:  __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __     (Expiry date:  ___ / ___ )

Name on card:  _____________________________    Signature:

Send with remittance & return address to: Folk Federation of NSW, PO Box A182, Sydney South NSW 1235

NSW - state of play Songs of Chris KempsterSongs of Henry Lawson

One of Australia's most-loved singers died yesterday 
and in doing so broke a long chain with the revival of 
interest in our folk music.She joins Gary Shearston, 
Declan Affley, Tina Lawton, Don Henderson, John 
Dengate, Gordon McIntyre and, sadly, so many more 
fine interpreters of our traditional music. She was 78 
years of age.

Marian retired from singing many years ago & settled 
on the NSW north coast where she became part of a 
wide community. Despite a long illness she threw her 
considerable energy into art.

A friend, Ruth Miller, told me Marion spent her last 
months at her son's place near Mt Mee, Queensland, 
looking out at a spectacular view. and occasionally 
playing the piano.

Marian was there at the beginning of the so-called folk 
revival. She made several recordings (never enough), 
appeared at countless concerts and was ever-present at 
peace marches and other demonstrations for a better 
world.

Her singing was exceptional. Wonderful breathy phras-
ing and clear enunciation married a husky, beautiful 
voice that was as comfortable with jazz as folk music. 
She wrote songs but in my mind is best remembered 
for her singing of traditional songs like her version of the convict ballad Van Diemen's Land which you can find on YouTube.

Further history can be seen on my website's Australian Folk Revival pages - warrenfahey.com.
Warren Fahey

Passing of Marian Henderson
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$4.90 Issue 106

 Vol.14 No.04

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

Now 80 Pages on full gloss paper 
in a new compact format!

Available from your local newsagent (distributed by Wrapaway)
See our extensive range of over 2000 Australian traditional and contemporary 

folk, blues, roots, alternative and world music CDs, DVDs and books at 
www.tradandnow.com and at 120c Erina St, Gosford 02 4325 7369

OUT NOW!
$4.90 Issue 103

 Vol.14 No.01

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

$4.90 Issue 104

 Vol.14 No.02

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

$4.90 Issue 105

 Vol.14 No.03

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

AUS $3.90
December - January 2007/08

ISSUE #25

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

Australia’s No.1 traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative and world music magazine

Trad&NowTrad&NowTrad Now

Folk Alliance NewsFolk Alliance NewsFolk Alliance News
Incorporating

THE BEST WORLD/FOLK ARTIST
SPONSORED BY TRAD & NOW

MOTHERS 
OF 
INTENTION
"TRAVELLING SONG"

AUS $3.90
December - January  2006/07

ISSUE #19

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 

dance, storytelling as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

In this issue:
Complete what’s on directories
for all festivals, folk clubs, dance, 
poetry and bluegrass events 
as well as radio programs

Now incorporating 

Australia’s No.1 Traditional and Contemporary Folk, Blues, Roots and World Music Magazine

Trad&nowTrad&nowTrad&now
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Trad&Now
$3.90

July/August 2008

ISSUE #31

$3.90
July/August 2008

ISSUE #31

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

Trad&NowTrad&NowTrad&Now

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com

AUS $3.90
February 2008

ISSUE #26

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

Australia’s No.1 traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative and world music magazine

Trad&NowTrad&NowTrad&Now

Folk Alliance NewsFolk Alliance NewsFolk Alliance News

www.tradandnow.com
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AUS $3.90
February - March  2007
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www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

In this issue:
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for all festivals, folk clubs, dance, 
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September 2008

ISSUE #32

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

$3.90
March 2008

ISSUE #27

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

Sixty Years of 
Australian 

Union Songs
See Page 5

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
blues, roots, alternative and world music magazine

Trad&NowTrad&NowTrad&Now

www.tradandnow.com

AUS $3.90
April - May 2007

ISSUE #21

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

In this issue:
Complete what’s on directories
for all festivals, folk clubs, dance, 
poetry and bluegrass events 
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Australia’s No.1 traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative and world music magazine

Trad&nowTrad&nowTrad&now

$3.90
October 2008

ISSUE #33

$3.90
October 2008

ISSUE #33

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
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www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
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music, dance, storytelling and reports on live performances.
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CD Reviews
Warren Fahey on Folk
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Festival news from around Australia
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In this issue:
Complete what’s on directories
for all festivals, folk clubs, dance, 
poetry and bluegrass events 
as well as radio programs

Including

Australia’s No.1 traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative and world music magazine
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News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
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May 2008
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News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
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Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
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Trad&NowTrad&NowTrad&Now

www.tradandnow.comwww.tradandnow.com
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Get your free copy of 
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Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine
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Mal Webb

Cecily Cork 4384 3527, Jan McCudden 4329 5537
Greek Folk Dance. Pan Macedonian Assoc Building, 
Railway Pde, Sydenham from 7pm onwards. Adult 
classes from 7.15 pm, Vasilios Aligiannis, tel/fax 9708 
1875 greekdancer@excite.com
International Folk Dancing for older women
School terms only, 9-10am beginners, 10-11am 
advanced. Bankstown Older Women’s Wellness 
Centre, Police and Community Youth Club, cnr 
Meredith St and French Ave. Gabrielle 9728 7466, Alita 
9798 9269
Irish Set Dance class, Irish Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire 
St, Surry Hills. 8-9.30pm. Alarna 0401 167 910.
Sutherland Shire Bush Dance Group. Uniting Church 
Hall, 12 Wilshire Ave, Cronulla South. 7.30-10pm. $3. 
Beginners most welcome. Partners not necessary. Mike 
9520 2859
.30-10pm. $4 (1st night free) Beginners most welcome. 
Partners not necessary.Mike 9520 2859
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International dancing, Como Guides Hall, cnr Warraba 
& Mulyan Sts, Como West  9.30a, - 11am  & 11.30am - 
12.30pm. Kaye 9528 4813, okaye@optusnet.com.au
Thursday
English Country Dancing for the over 55’s. American 
Contra + Beginners English, 11.30am - 1pm. Advanced 
English 2-4pm. School for Seniors, Wesley Mission, 
220 Pitt St. Sydney. (Opposite back of Hilton Hotel.) 
Roslyn 9263 5416
English Country Dancing. 1st & 3rd Thurs. Church 
by the Bridge hall (St John’s Anglican), Broughton St 
(cnr Bligh St), Kirribilli. Enter courtyard gate - hall is on 
right. 7.15-9.15pm. Donations (optional), for the church 
or expenses. Please email Margaret Swait, so that you 
can be advised of schedule changes: MargaretTalbot@
me.com
Blue Labyrinth International Folk Dance from 7pm, 
Baptist Church Hall, King St Glenbrook. Jo Barrett 4739 
6498
Greek Folk Dance
Mytelinean House. 225 Canterbury Rd, Canterbury.
Adult classes from 7.30pm - 9.00pm (Clio Group - 21 
years and up Greek dances). Cost involved. Vasilios 
Aligiannis, tel/fax 9708 1875 greekdancer@excite.com
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International dancing. Scout Hall, June Place, Gymea 
Bay. 10am. Kaye 9528 4813 okaye@optusnet.com.au
Sydney Irish Ceili Dancers 
Kingsgrove Uniting Church Hall, 289A Kingsgrove 
Rd (cnr Moreton Avenue, Kingsgrove. Beginners to 
intermediate step dancing 6pm, advanced step dancing 
7pm Set and ceili dancing 8-10.30pm. Margaret and Bill 
Winnett 9150 6765. email: wnntt@optusnet.com.au
Friday
Australian Colonial and Folk Dancers Every Friday, 
Scouts/Guides Hall, Plympton Road, Carlingford,  
(opposite Nth Carlingford shops). Anthony and Lisa 
9873 4805. 
Greek Dancing. St Therapon Greek Orthodox Parish 
(Church Hall) 323 Cumberland Highway, Thornleigh. 
Time: Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Callipe Group)
Pontian House. 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. Junior 
Class - 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Thalia junior group - 3yrs to 
12 yrs. Class is free, Pontian only)
International Dancing.  Sedenka Folk Dancers, 
Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre, 665A Darling St 
Rozelle. 8-llpm, $3. Chris Wild 9560 2910.
Scottish Country Dancing
Adult classes, beginners welcome, children 6.30 
-7.30pm, adults 8-10.30pm, Beecroft Primary School, 
$2. Sheena Caswell 9868 2075, Heather Dryburgh 
9980 7978
Scottish Country Dancing
■Caringbah Seniors Hall, 386 Port Hacking Rd, Car-

Monday
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop
Beginners, experienced, 7.30pm, Pennant Hills 
Community Centre, downstairs. Except Jan. and public 
holidays. Felicity 9456 2860
International Folk Dancing
School term, Earlwood Senior Citizens Centre, 362 
Homer St 10am-noon. Debbie 4294 1363. 0427 315 245
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners, with ‘Scots 
on the Rocks’, Fort St Public School, Observatory Hill, 
Sydney, 6.30-7.30pm. Nea 9994 7110, Lynn 9268 1246, 
SC Dancers@netspace.net.au, http://www.rscds.org.au
Belly Dance, basic/beginners 7pm, choreography 8pm, 
Girraween Hall, 17 Tungarra Rd. Vera Myronenko 9665 
9713
tuesday
Blue Mountains Scottish Country Dancers 
Catholic Church Hall, 7-9pm, Wentworth St, $3 Verley 
Kelliher, 4787 5968, kelliher@lisp.com.au Carol 
Gardner 4751 6073/a.c.gardner@bigpond.com
Greek Folk Dance
Pontian House, 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. Adult class 
7.30pm - 9.00pm (Senior Diogenes Grooup - 15 yrs 
to adult. Cost involved.Vas Aligiannis, 0407 081 875, 
greekdancer@aapt.net.au. www.greekdancing.com.au
Hungarian Dance Class
St Peters Public School, 8-10pm. Gary Dawson 0425 
268 505. gazad49@hotmail.comScottish Country 
Dancing
St John’s Uniting Church Hall, Coonanbarra Rd, 
Wahroonga, 7.30-10.30pm. All welcome. Catherine 
Bonner 9489 5027
Scottish Country Dancing
Fort Street School, Observatory Hill, City. 6pm to 8pm 
Nea MacCulloch 9904 1358(a/h) or Lynn 8244 9618(w)
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group
International Dancing, Gymea Bay Scout Hall, June 
Place, 7.30-9pm. Kaye Laurendet 9528 4813
Sydney Playford Dance Group (English country 
dancing from 1650 onwards). 1st Tuesday, Feb-Dec 
(unless clashing with festivals). Live music. Bush Music 
Club, Hut 4, Community Centre, 142 Addison Road, 
Marrickville. 7.30pm - 9.30pm. $5, $3. Julie 9524 0247. 
facebook.com/sydneyplayford
Turkish Dance Class
Lidcombe Community Centre, 8-10pm. Yusuf Nidai 
9646 1166
Ukrainian (Cossack) Dancing Class 
for fit and energetic young people (16-23yrs), 7.30 
pm to 10.00 pm. Ukrainian Hall 59 Joseph Street, 
Lidcombe. Jaros Iwanec 9817 7991, jarosiwanec@
optusnet.com.au /www.veselka.com.au
International Folk Dance class - Open Door, Georges 
Hall Senior Citizens, Birdwood Rd, 11.30am-12.30pm. 
Gabrielle 9728 7466, gabybaby@optusnet.com.au
“The Dance Buffet”, wide variety taught, Liverpool 
City Pipe Band Hall, Woodward Park (next to Whitlam 
Centre), Memorial Ave, 7.30-9.30pm. $8 ($5 conc). 
Nicholai 9822 7524, mob 0407 178 228
Wednesday
Albion Fair, North-West Morris Dancing
Lilyfield Community Centre, Cecily and O’Neill Sts, 
7.45pm. Angie Milce 9817 3529
Australian Heritage Dancers
Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston St, 8 
-10pm. Jim Young 9412 3721 jayoung3@bigpond.net.
au - australianheritagedancers.org.au
Balmoral Scottish Country Dance Group
7.00-9.15pm, Seniors’ Centre, Mosman Square, 
Mosman. Nell Morgan 9981 4769.
Epping Scottish Country Dance Club
St Aidan’s Church Hall, Downing St, 7.30-10pm. All 
levels welcome. Clare Haack 9484 5947 clare_kirton@
hotmail.com
Gosford Scottish Country Dance Society
7-10pm, Church of Christ, Henry Parry Drive, Wyoming. 

folk contacts
C H O I r S
Monday
■AshCappella Ashfield, led by Mary-Jane Field, 9090 
2362
■Ecopella. Blue Mountains, contact Miguel Heatwole, 
9810 4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
■Glory Bound Groove Train. Petersham, led by Linda 
Calgaro, 9518 4135
■Inner West Chamber Choir, Leichhardt, led by 
Rachelle Elliott. 9797 1917. info@innerwestchoir.com.
■Intonations. Manly, led by Karen Smith, 0415 221 113, 
karensmith@artsconnect.com.au
■Martenitsa. Ultimo, led by Mara & Llew Kiek, 
47514910 
■People’s Chorus. Newcastle, led by Rod Noble, 49 
623432
■Unaccompanied Baggage. North Sydney, led by 
Stuart Davis, singup@optusnet.com.au
■Voiceworks, Katoomba, ledby Rachel Hore 4759 
2456, rachelhore@ozemail.com
tuesday
■Ecopella. Illawarra area (alternate Tuesdays), led by 
Miguel Heatwole 9810 4601, mheatwole@bigpond.com 
■Roc Lawson, led by Rachel Hore, 47592456, 
rachelhore@ozemail.com
■The Honeybees. East Sydney, led by Dynes Austin. 
Contact Jenny Jackson, 9816 4577 lindsayandjenny@
hotmail.com 
■Sydney Trade Union Choir Sydney City, contact Nola 
Cooper 9587 1165 - Nola.Cooper3@three.com.au
■Songs Next Door, Seaview Street, Dulwich Hill, meets 
weekly at Sea View Hall, Seaview St, Dulwich Hill. 
12.30pm. (Seniors mostly) Contact Allan 9520 6180
Wednesday
■Choralation. Abbotsford (school terms), contact 
Margaret Grove mggrove@optusnet.com.au 
■Ecopella. Erskineville, led by Miguel Heatwole, 9810 
4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
■The Heathens. Blackheath, day time  2pm- 4pm. Led by 
Chris Wheeler 4787 5725 chriswheelersanddealers.com.au
■The Spots. Christina Mimmocchi, Randwick 0410 
682 061
The Sydney Welsh Choir, men and women. Meet on 
Wednesday evenings at Concord Baptist Church hall. 
7pm - 9pm. 20 plus performances per year. Contact 
MD Viv 4739 0384, taffy@pnc.com.au. President Clive 
9997 2019.
thursday
■Bouddi Voice. Kincumber (school terms), led by C & 
C Sainsbury, contact 43 683270
■Chorella Community Choir. Richmond, contact Ellen 
4578 2975 
■Cleftomaniacs. Waterloo, led by Gary Smith, garys7@
optushome.com.au 
■Solidarity Choir. Erskineville, contact Cathy Rytmeister, 
0438 683 867, crytmeister@bigpond.com
■Friday
■The Sydney Street Choir. CBD, led by Peter Lehner 
0425 268 771
■Mudlarks, women’s a cappella choir. Woodford. Led 
by Alison Jones 4759 2880
■Pacopezants. - Balkan Choir.  Meets Fridays 
4pm, Katoomba. Enquiries: June (02) 4782 1554. 
junerose12@gmail.com
Sunday
■Blue Mountains Trade Union Choir. Upper Mts., 
contact Kate 47 82 5529 

DANCE
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MUSIC IN CONCErT
tuesday
The Screw Soapers Guild - Writers Presenters & 
Listeners Group 4th Tues, 7.30pm, stories, poems, 
songs and conversation. Albert 9600 7153, email: 
DermottRyder@bigpond.com, website: www.folkclub.
com/folkodyssey/
Wednesday
Wisefolk Club Last Wed in month, 11am-2.30pm, 
Toongabbie Bowling Club, 12 Station Rd, lunch at club 
bistro. Sonia 9621 2394 Allen 9639 7494, 
Thursday
Sutherland Folk Club
2nd  Thurs concert night. All ages. Members are 
welcome to join us at any of our concerts, do a floor 
spot. Enjoy a friendly , sociable night’s entertainment, 
support local talent. Contact Jenny 9576 2301.
Friday
Hornsby Kuring-Gai Folk Club
■3rd Fri, 8pm, Each month Beatrice Taylor Hall, rear 
Willow Park Community Centre, Edgeworth David Ave, 
Guest artist and floor spots, light supper provided BYO 
grog.  Barry Parks 9807 9497 bpparks@tpg.com.au
lllawarra Folk Club
■1st Friday, Wollongong City Diggers Club, cnr Burelli 
& Church Streets, 1300 887 034 www.illawarrafolkclub.
org.au 
Springwood Neighbourhood Centre Acoustic Club, or 
SNC Acoustic Club. 
Regular folk nights on the 4th Friday of each month 
(Feb - Nov), 8pm $7/$5 Springwood Neighbourhood 
Centre, Macquarie Rd, Springwood. (next to Civic 
Centre).  Visitors and floor performers welcome. 
Enquiries,  Mark Hand 02 4721 4230 or eternitynow@
tadaust.org.au
Toongabbie Music Club
2nd and 4th Fri 8pm, Northmead Scout Hall, 
Whitehaven Road, Northmead. A session always 
happens so bring instruments. Allen Davis 9639 7494 
allendavis@iprimus.com.au. or Ray Pulis 9899 2102.
Saturday
■Bluegrass & Traditional Country Music Society of 
Aust. 1st Sat, March-December Sydney get-together. 
Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston St, 

Annandale. Band workshop 7pm, concert 8.15pm, 
jamming all night. All welcome: $5/7. (02) 9456 1090  
www.bluegrass.org.au
lllawarra Folk Club, 
■3rd Saturday, Wollongong City Diggers Club, 
cnr Burelli & Church Streets, 1300 887 034 www.
illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Loaded Dog Folk Club
■4th Sat, Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 
Johnston St, 8pm. Sandra Nixon, 9358 4886, kxbears@
ozemail.com.au. www.theloadeddog.org.au
■ The Shack. 1st Sat, presents 21st century 
original,contemporary and traditional folk music at the 
Tramshed, 1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen at 7:30. BYO 
drinks and nibblies. Contact Rhonda on 0416 635 856 
or email Kathleen at swadling@bigpond.net.au.
■Troubadour Folk Club
Central Coast, 4th Sat. in month 7pm CWA Hall, Woy 
Woy. (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf), The Boulevard, 
Woy Woy. Admission: $11/$9/$8. Floor spots available.. 
includes light supper. Marilyn or Frank 4341 4060 or 
0419 231 319
■Fairlight Folk Acoustic Lounge
Held four times a year, Feb, May, Aug. Nov (usually 
1st Sat) 7.30pm. Comfortable, relaxed environment 
for  quality live acoustic music. After show - jam. BYO 
drinks and nibbles. Light refreshments available. William 
St Studios, Fairlight (The Baptist Church down from 
Sydney Rd. Contact Rosie 9948 7993. www.fairlightfolk.
com/index.htm

SESSIONS & FrEE WOrKSHOPS
Monday
Bush Music Club
Community Centre, 44/142 Addison Rd, Marrickville, 
7.30pm. Music workshop. All singers and musicians 
welcome. Bob 9569 7244, bobbolton@netspace.net.au
tuesday
Irish Music Session: Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of the month from 7.30 – 10.30pm @ The Shamrock 
Inn, Asquith Leagues Club, Alexandra Pd. Waitara 
(short walk from station). It’s an open session and all 
musicians are welcome with focus on tunes rather than 
songs. Phone Norm 9489 5786/normanmerrigan@
optusnet.com.au
Irish music lessons, beginners and advanced, 
instruments including fiddle, flue, whistle, guitar, banjo. 
Gaelic Club, 64 Devonshire St. Surry Hills, 9212 1587 
info@gaelicclub.com.au
Wednesday
Jolly Frog Hotel. Jam Night. Cnr Bridge & Macquarie 
Sts, Windsor. 7.30pm to late. Mark 0419 466 004
Gosford Bush Poets
Last Wednesday night of every month 7pm. The 
Gosford Hotel, cnr of Mann & Erina Sts Gosford. 
Everyone welcome to share in night of fun, friendship 
and great poetry. Contact Vic Jefferies, 02 96394911 or 
jeffries@tech2u.com.au
The Cronulla Music Club 1st Wednesday. Cronulla  
RSL   2pm -  5pm. Contact Brian Dunnett 02 9668 9051/
Jenny 02 9576 2301
Bush Bash. Weekly gathering celebrating 
Australian bush songs, ballads, city ditties, yarns, 
recitations, bush dance tunes. Imperial Hotel, 252 
Oxford St, Paddington. 830pm-1030pm. (Lounge opens 
7.30pm). Free. Warren Fahey wfahey@bigpond.net.au
thursday
■Sutherland Acoustic
4th Thursday of each. month from 7.30pm Gymea 
Tradies Club, Kingsway, Gymea. Friendly jam. All 
welcome to sing, play an instrument, recite poetry or 
just listen. Enq. Jenny 95762301
■Blackheath Folk Club
1st Thurs, 7.30pm, Ivanhoe Hotel, cnr Gt Wstn Hwy and 
Govetts Leap Rd. Christine Davies, Peter Duggan 4787 
7246
■Gaelic Club.Irish music session, 8pm. Plus Irish music 
lessons, instruments including fiddle, flute, whistle, 
guitar, banjo. Gaelic Club, Surry Hills  9212 1587 info@
gaelicclub.com.au

Saturday
Bush Music Club Bush Dances
Beecroft Dance, 1st Sat (except Jan), Beecroft 
Community Centre, Beecroft Road, 7.30 - 11.30pm. 
Sigrid 9980 7077, Wilma 9489 5594. Ermington Dance, 
June and Dec, Ermington Community Centre, 10  
River Road, 7-11pm. Don 9642 7949. $19, $17, 
members $14. bushmusic.org.au
■Central Coast Bush Dance2nd Sat, 7.30 - 11.30pm,  
East Gosford Progress Hall, Henry Parry Dr and Wells 
St, $15/$12.  Beate 4323 3356. Robyn 4344 6484.
Scottish and Old Time Dance
■2nd Sat, 8pm, Uniting Church, 9-11 Bay St, Rockdale. 
$3 incl. supper. Chris Thom 9587 9966
■Scottish and Old Time DancingOrkney and Shetland 
Assoc. 3rd Sat, 8-11 pm. St David’s Hall, Dalhousie St, 
Haberfield. $3 inc. supper. Visitors most welcome. Jean 
Cooney 9874 5570.
■Macedonian Dance Class Rockdale. 6.30-8.30pm, $5. 
Y Kaporis 0412 861 187
■Mortdale Scottish DancersLearners night (for learners 
and experienced), 7.30- 9.30pm. Pensioners Welfare 
Club Hall, 76 Pitt Street, Mortdale. Pam Jehan 9580 
8564.
■Linnéa Swedish FolkdancersEstonian House, 141 
Campbell St, Surry Hills. New members welcome. For 
times contact Graeme Traves 9874 4194, linneafolk@
hotmail.com
■Medieval Miscellany (Medieval Dancing). All Saints 
Parish House, cnr Oxford and Cromwell Sts, New 
Lambton. Saturdays, 3.30-5.30pm. $10. Dianne 4936 
6220

Friday
■Sutherland Acoustic
4th Thursday of each. month from 7.30pm Gymea 
Tradies Club, Kingsway, Gymea. Friendly jam. Enq. 
Jenny 95762301
■BMC Beer & Cheese Night
Themed music nights, 1st Fri (except holidays), 
8-10pm. Bring something to sing, eat, drink. Bush Music 
Club, Hut 44, Addison Rd Community Centre, 142 
Addison Rd, 
Marrickville. 9569 7244, bobbolton@netspace.net.au
■Eastern Suburbs Poetry Group
1st Friday, Church in the Market Place, Bondi Junction. 
6.30-8.30pm. Gina 9349 6958
Macquarie Towns Music Club. 3rd Friday every 
month, from 7.30pm. Bring along instruments, 
songs, poems etc, for fun, friendly night. Richmond 
Neighbourhood Centre, 20 West Market St, Richmond. 
$5, guests $8. info@macqurietownsmusicclub.com.au
Springwood Neighbourhood Centre Acoustic 
Club  4th Fri, (Feb - Nov) 8pm, $7/$5, Springwood 
Neighbourhood Centre, Macquarie Rd (next to library 
and Oriental Hotel.) Visitors and floor performers 
welcome, Theresa 47518157, Jeannette 4754 4893
Sunday
■Hotel Illawarra Wollongong, 3rd Sunday, 3pm, 
spoken word, 5pm acoustic music 
■Irish Music Session  ellys, King Street, Newtown, 
6pm. Enq. 9559 6300
■Irish Music Session. 3rd Sunday. Bennet Hotel, 
Hamilton, 4-7.30pm Roz and Shane Kerr 44967 3167
■Irish Music Sessions - Dicey Riley’s, Wollongong 
2pm.
■Music lessons for kids. 12 noon - 3pm. Focus on tin 
whistle. Gaelic Club. Surry Hills 9212 1587.
■Music Session Hero of Waterloo, cnr Lower Fort St 
and Windmill Street, The Rocks. 6-10pm. Brendan 
9818 4864
Traditional Irish Music 'Slow Session' for 
beginners/ intermediate players of Irish Tra-
ditional Music (melody instruments only). 
6 30pm. Tritton Hall, Hut 44, Addison Rd 
Community Centre, 142 Addison Rd, Mar-
rickville. $10, conc. $5, includes tea & bik-
kies. Brian 0414 565 805

BAteMANS BAY: Scottish Country Danc-
ing, Batemans Bay Caledonian Society -Tues-
day 7.30pm at Batemans Bay Bowling Club 
- visitors welcome. Warren 4457 2065.
BAtHURSt:
Irish Ceili. Mon. 7.30 - 8.30pm. Irish Step dancing, 6.30 
- 7.30pm. Bathurst CWA Hall, Russell Street.
BeLLINgeN:  Celtic Australian Session. Saturday 
from about 1pm. Northern end of Church Street cafe 
strip. John 6655 5898 Carole 6655 1225
BLUe MOUNtAINS: Blue Mountains Heritage 
Dancers, Wednesday in term time, 730pm-930pm.  
Wentworth Falls SOA. 217 Great Westn Hwy. Caroline 
0439 314 948, dba23266@bigpond.net.au or Patrick 
0412 786 988
Blue Mountains Folk. Mid Mountains Commuinity 
Centre. Joy Anderson Room, 7 New St, Lawson. 3rd 
Sunday, 3.30pm - 6pm. $7, $5, under 12 free. Nick 
Szentkuti 4758 7953, szentkuti@exemail.com.au
Irish Session at the Carrington, Katoomba. 4th 
Sunday, 3pm.
BRAIDWOOD: 
Braidwood Folk Music Club meets every 3rd Thursday 
now at the Anglican Church Hall, BYO everything. Info 
Sue 4842 8142
tallaganda Dance troupe. Folk dance, Mon. 
9.30am (Noela 4842 8004) 35 Coronation Ave, Braidwood.
BROKeN HILL: Occasional acoustic jam nights at Bell’s 
Milk Bar. Contact Broken Hill Art Exchange, (08) 8008 83171
CANOWINDRA
Canowindra Folk Club. 4th Sun, 4pm. Feature act plus 
open mic. Taste Canowindra.

rEGIONAL  EVENTS
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ACrOSS  THE  BOrDEr

Adults 7.30pm, Wallsend Uniting Church. Thurs-
days Juniors 4.15pm, Youth  5.30pm, All Saints 
Hall, New Lambton. Elma: 4943 3436.
Welsh & Cornish Folk Dancing, Mon, 7.30-9.30pm, 
All Saints Anglican Hall, Cromwell St, New Lambton. 
Beginners and visitors always welcome. Enq. Margaret 
Kenning 4952 1327. Email: westwick@wix.com.au
The Beehive, as requested.  8 Lewis St, Is-
lington. Neville Cunningham 4969 4246. 
NOWRA:
Balkan and International Folk Dance, Mon, 7.30pm, 
Cambewarra Hall. Suzi Krawczyk 4446 0569, plotki@
shoal.net.au
International Folk Dance, Progress Hall, Boorawine 
Tce, Callala Bay. Tuesday (school term), 7.15-9pm. 
Maureen 446 6550, mep@pnc.com.au
Celtic Craic – 9 piece acoustic traditional band. 
Tuesday 7.30 John’s place. Chris Langdon 4446 1185, 
chrislangdon@optusnet.com.au or Mark Nangle 4454 
5028, nangle@shoalhaven.net.au.
Scottish Country Dance Group, Presbyterian Church 
Hall, Kinghome St (next to Woollies), Wed, 8pm, all 
welcome. Jill 4421 3570
Shoalhaven Bush and Folk Dancing Club, Friday 
(school term, 8-10pm, Cambewarra Hall. Margaret 
4421 0557.
Shoalhaven Acoustic Music Assoc, Bomaderry 
Bowling Club, formal concerts, not always folk, approx 
quarterly. George Royter 4421 3470.
ORANGE
Orange Dirt Music (new club) meets 3rd Saturday 
of the month from 3pm.  These are jam sessions of 
acoustic folk, jazz, blues etc. rotating around each oth-
ers’ houses and all are welcome.  For more information 
and registration contact Cilla Kinross ckinross@csu.
edu.au tel 02 6365 8221 (ah) or Nick King 6362 .
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS
Bowral Folk Club. 3rd Thurs, 8-10.30pm. Fentons 
Cocktail Bar, upstairs at the Grand Bar, 295 Bong Bong 
St, Bowral. Traditional music from around the world. 
Brian Hayden 4861 6076.
Burrawang Folk, 4887 7271
Southern Highlands Recreational lnternational Folk 
Dance Group, Bowral Presb Church Hall, Bendooley 
St, Thurs (school term), 9-llam. Margaret 4861 2294 
Southern Highlands Scottish Country Dance Group, 
Moss Vale Uniting Church, Cnr Argyll and Spring 
Streets, Wednesday, 7.30pm. All welcome. Enq. 4861 
6471.
tARee
Lazarka International Folk Dance Group, Manning River 
Steiner School Hall, Wed. 5.30-8.30pm, Thurs 9am - 
11am. Sandra 6552 5142.
WAggA WAggA
Downside Bush Dance & Open Mic, Tin Shed Rat-
tlers, 1st  Sat, Noel Raynes 6928 5541.
WAUCHOPE, 1st Saturday Concert with in-
vited artists 7.30 pm 3rd Saturday Open perfor-
mance session 7.30 at Café Blue Frog, High St. 
Enq,John 6585 1488 email Uniting@tsn.cc
WOLLONgONg
Bluegrass Jam Session, 3rd Sat each month. 7.30-
11pm. Thirroul Neighbouhood Centre next to post office.
lllawarra Folk Club, 1st Friday and 3rd Saturday, 
Wollongong City Diggers Club, cnr Burelli & Church 
Streets, 1300 887 034 www.illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Jamberoo: Session, Jamberoo Pub, Thurs, 7.30pm. 
claire@kissevents.com.au
Poet’s Breakfast, Wed. 7,.15am. Wollon-
gong Writers’ Centre, Town Hall, Corrimal St. 
Tony Stoddart, immune@exemail.com.au
UOW Folk Club, 12.30pm, Mondays, Fridays. 
Old timey, bluegrass, Celtic session. Duck Pond 
(in front of library), University of Wollongong. 
David Harman, dharman@uow.edu.au
Wollongong White Heather Scottish Country 
Dance Group, Mon, 7.30 -10pm, St Andrew’s 
Church Hall, Kembla St. All welcome. Arnold Thurl-
ing 4228 1986 or Grace Halliday 4229 3480

Wongawilli Colonial Dance Club, Bush Dance, 
Wed, 8pm, musos and dancers all welcome, Com-
munity Hall, West Dapto Rd, Wongawilli. David 0409 
57 1788. www.wongawillicolonialdance.org.au: 

ACT
Monaro Folk Society Inc, Post Office Box 482 Civic 
Square, ACT 2608. 0409 817 623 dance@mfs.org.au 
http://mfs.org.au/wiki/index.php/Calendar.
Jammalong at Up-Opping. 1st Sat, 10am-2pm. 
Church of Christ, 82-88 Limestone Ave, Ainslie. Free 
parking. Refreshments for sale.
Shape Note Singing. 1st & 3rd Weds, 7-9pm. The 
Friends Meeting House, cnr Bent & Condamine Sts, 
Turner. Books provided; a desire to sing is all you need.
Jammalong in Canberra. 2nd Sat, 12 noon till we 
have had enough. Under pergola beside Enid Lyons St, 
lake side of Questacon Building. Bring a song to share 
and a portable chair.
Murrumbateman Acoustic Music Club. Last Sun of 
month, 6-9.15pm. Blackboard concert: 3 songs or 15 
minutes per set. Country Inn, Barton Hwy. Eric 6254 4305

NORtHeRN teRRItORY: 
Top End Folk Club, PO Box 41551, Casuarina, NT 
0811. :Di Howard, 08 8945 0436 (ah), www.members.
ozemail.com.au/
QUEENSLAND 
Brisbane Folk Club, Larrie Cook 07 3345 1718.
Cairns Folk Club, Ray Elias 07 4039 2493The Folk 
Rag (Mag), PO Box 517, Everton Park 4053, Tel. 0437 
736 799 or 07 3855 1091, nimda@FolkRag.org; www.
FolkRag.org
Qld Colonial and Heritage Dancers. PO Box 3011, 
Yeronga 4104. Jan Orloff ph/fax 07 3848 7706, 
colonialdance@optusnet.com.au
Woodford Folk Festival. PO Box 1134, Woodford 
4514. qff@woodfordfolkfestival.com; www.
woodfordfolkfestival.com.
TASMANIA
Celtic Southern Cross Folk Music Catalogue. Beth 
Sowter, music@celt.com.au; www.celt.com.au; PO Box 
100, Legana, as 7277.
Folk Federation of Tasmania Inc. PO Box 1638 Hobart 
7001. Peter Hicks 0409 216 752
VICTORIA
Ballarat Folk Club, John Ruyg 03 5332 7872
Boite World Music Cafe, Fitzroy, 03 9417 3550 (w), 
http:// www.boite.asn.au
Geelong Folk Club, 2nd. Fri - Coffee House Folk- 
singing and session - at Cafe Go! Bellerine St. Geelong, 
from 7.30pm. Last Fri - Upstairs at The Pancake 
Kitchen, Moorabool St. for songs and session. Contact: 
Marie Goldsworthy 03 5221 1813 or Jamie McKinnon 
03 5261 3443
Traditional Social Dance Assoc. of Victoria. 
Marion Stabb (03) 9439 7100
Victorian Folk Music Club Inc. GPO Box 2025S, 
Melbourne 3001. Brian Venten 03 9884 9476, gillespie.
jeanette.f@edumail.vic.gov.au
Bill Butler 03 9876 4366, billb@bigpond.net.au
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
WA Folk Federation. PO Box 328, Inglewood, WA, 
6932. Rob Oats 08 9375 9958.www.wafolk.iinet.net.au 
Email: all@wafolk.iinet.net.au

CeNtRAL COASt, Troubadour 4th Sat. in month 
7pm CWA Hall, Woy Woy. (opposite Fisherman’s Wharf), 
The Boulevard, Woy Woy. Admission: $11/$9/$8. Floor 
spots available.. includes light supper. Marilyn or Frank 
4341 4060 or 0419 231 319
COBARgO: Yuin Folk Club, Occasional Folk Nights.  
Enq. Richard Depledge  6493 6199. yuinfolkclub@
bigpond.com, website: www.cobargofolkfestival.com 
COOMA, International Folk Dancing, Uniting Church 
Hall, Soho St, Thurs, 6pm. Fran 6453 3282 (h)
DUBBO FOLK CLUB, Usually 2nd Sunday, 2.30pm, 
Western Star Hotel All welcome. Di Clifford 6882 0498 0458 032 150
gOSFORD BUSH POetS - last Wednesday 
night of every month 7pm. The Gosford Hotel, cnr of 
Mann & Erina Sts Gosford. Everyone welcome to share 
in night of fun, friendship and great poetry. Contact Vic 
Jefferies, 02 96394911 or jeffries@tech2u.com.au
gOULBURN. 
Bush traditions sessions at the Old Goulburn 
Brewery. 1st Fri (except Jan & April), 7.30pm. Bradley 
Grange, Bungonia Rd, Goulburn. David Johnson 4884 
4214 bushtraditions.org/sessions/goulburnsession.htm
Irish and Celtic music sessions at the Old Goulburn 
Brewery. 3rd Fri. Bradley Grange, Bungonia Rd. 4821 6071.
gULgONg 
gulgong Folk Club, 3rd Friday, Waratah Hotel, 
Mudgee 5pm. PO Box 340, Gulgong NSW  2852, Bob 
Campbell 02 6373 4600, gulgongfolkfestival.com
Gulgong Music Session. 2nd & 4th Thurs, 
5-8pm. Centennial Hotel. 63722068 
KIAMA “No Such Thing”. Yvonne O’Grady 
hosts an Australian tune session suitable for 
beginners every Monday in Kiama. Yvonne 
02 4233 1073, iffaj@shoal.net.au.
LItHgOW - Folk Club session. 1st Sun, 
3pm. Courthouse Hotel. 6372 2068
MUDgee
Music Session. 1st & 3rd Thurs, 5-8pm. 
Courthouse Hotel. 63722068
NeWCAStLe:
Acoustic Folk Lounge, 1st Wednesdays, 
7-10pm. Downstairs, Grand Hotel, cnr Church and 
Bolton Sts, Newcastle. Circle session. All welcome. 4967 
3146, catherine.laudine@uon.edu.au, Tracy 0402 761 
520
Bush and Colonial Dancing, 3rd Sund each 
month 2-4pm. Beginners and visitors always 
welcome. All Saints Anglican Hall, New Lamb-
ton. Enq. Margaret Kenning 02 4952 1327 
email: westwick@wix.com.au or Bill Propert 02 
4946 5602 email propert@netspace.net.au
Newcastle and Hunter Valley Folk Club, 1st Sat. 
7.30pm  (not Jan)  Wesley Centre, Beaumont St, Ham-
ilton. (Dances held 4 times a year, March, June, Sept, 
Nov) Lainey 4943 4552, 0421 412 358 laineyv@big-
pond.com. www.newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au
Traditional Irish/Folk Session, 1st Sunday, 
3-6pm. Lake Macquarie Hotel, opp. Morissett 
Railway Station. Gabriele 0418 146 555, Sharyn 
0418 146 554, gcalcagno2008@hotmail.com
Lakeside Folk Circle, 4th Sunday, every month. 
Teralba Community Hall, Anzac Pade, Lake Macquarie. 
4-7pm. $2.50. Paul 4959 6030. nager99@hotmail.com
People’s Chorus Practice, 6pm, Trades Hall 
Council Meeting Rooms (opp. Panthers’ Club, 
main entrance), Newcastle. Rod Noble 4962 
3432 email: Frances.Munt@newcastle.edu.au
Newcastle Irish Set Dancers, Tuesdays, 7.30-
9.00pm, Scots Kirk, Hamilton, Newcastle. Julia 
or Arthur, 4955 5701 juliasmith@tpg.com.au, or 
<http://users.tpg.com.au/juliasm/Irish-Dance/
Hunter Bush Poets, 2nd Tuesday 7pm, Tarro Hotel; 
Ron Brown 4951 6186. 
Hunter Folk Dancers, Enquiries: Julia or Arthur on 02 
4955 5701, 
Irish Music Session, Bennett Hotel, Hamilton, 3rd 
Sun, 4pm. Roz and Shane Kerr 4967 3167
Newcastle Poetry in the Pub, 3rd Monday, 7.30pm, 
Northern Star Hotel, Hamilton. Glenn 4967 1460.
Newcastle Strath Hunter Dancers, Mondays 


