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From The President
Is it just me, or was that the best National ever?  I’m sure I say that every year, but the fact remains that I had a fabulous time 
at this year’s National Folk Festival and I hope that you did, too. A big thank you to Pam Merrigan (former member of the Folk 
Federation of NSW) and her team for a stellar effort.  

I heard some wonderful music of course, learnt some great new songs, caught up with friends and spent w-a-y too much at the 
stalls, but the Folk Fed was never far from mind.  For instance : 

• Concerned at the tiny venue which was initially booked for the NFF Pete Seeger 
Tribute concert (later changed by popular demand … and still standing room only), 
Coral Vorbach decided to write to the Cornstalk Editor to suggest that the NSW 
Folk Fed should honour Pete with its own concert.  I agreed that it was a great idea 
and offered to talk to the President about it … so it’s happening.  Watch for news 
of the NSW Folk Fed Pete Seeger Tribute at the Gaelic Club sometime soon.  If 
you need some place to stay, I’ll make you a pallet on the floor.

• Our new website moved a couple of notches forward after discussions 
backstage at the Flute & Fiddle.  We hope to launch the website in the next 
few months and would love to get your suggestions and feedback.  What 
would you like to see on our website?  This is your chance to help shape 
the e-future of the Folk Fed, so please get in touch.

• The NSW presence as 2015 Featured State got off to a flying start at the closing concert in the Budawang, with 
David & Sam De Santi, Margaret & Bob Fagan, Chloe & Jason Roweth singing “Songs of the Bush” & “Wee-
vils in the Flour”. We are indeed privileged to have such great NSW folk ambassadors. Thanks, guys.

• And after years of longing, I finally succumbed and bought myself an Ozpig (pot-bellied stove/BBQ), 
so the next Folk Fed Committee meeting at my place will be held round the campfire.  You’d be most 
welcome to join us.

Until next time,

Pam Davis,  
President

Less than a year since his sophomore album was released to wide acclaim, the 24-year-old Australian singer, songwriter and guitar 
virtuoso Daniel Champagne will return from abroad with the second half of ‘The Gypsy Moon’ recordings and his most extensive national 
tour to date.  Daniel will be appearing at The Brass Monkey, Cronulla, on Wednesday 28th May.
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Metropolitan 

Dates for your diary May 2014

Beecroft Bush Dance, with SOUTHERN 
CROSS BUSH BAND. Community 
Centre, Beecroft Rd, opp. Fire Station. 
7.30-11.30pm. $19, $17, $14 BMC 
Members, $39 Family. Sigrid 9980 7077

Friday 2nd
Northern Beaches Music Festival. 
VARIOUS ARTISTS INCL. PAT DRUM-
MOND, LUKE ESCOMBE & THE GREEN 
MOHAIR SUITS. Berry Reserve, Nar-
rabeen Lakes. 7-12mn.  nbmf.co.

Gaelic Cafe. Because of a double-
booking, Gaelic Cafe will be held, this 
month, at the Bush Music Club's Tritton 
Hall (Hut 44), Addison Road Centre, 
142 Addison Rd, Marrickville. 7-10pm. 
Theme: Songs of Labour.  $5, & BYO. 
Park in carpark, walk to right of Hall - 
the Hut is across the grass and side road, 
decorated with dancers and musicians 
on side wall.  See map at arcco.org.au/
contact-us.

Saturday 3rd
Northern Beaches Music Festival. VAR-
IOUS ARTISTS INCL. JENNY BIDDLE, 
GRIMICK, WHEEZE & SUCK, APRIL 
MAZE, CHANGO & ALANNA & ALICIA. 
Berry Reserve, Narrabeen Lakes. 12-
12mn.  nbmf.co.

Sunday 4th
Northern Beaches Music Festival. 
VARIOUS ARTISTS INCL. DADDY 
LONGLEGS & THE SWAMP DONKEYS, 
CHARLIE GRADON, TULLY, BEN OSMO 
& LOU BRADLEY. Berry Reserve, Nar-
rabeen Lakes. 12-7pm.  nbmf.co.

Django Bar. KAVISHA MAZZELLA. 
Aria Award winning singer songwriter, 
"with a voice reminiscent of a chorus 
of angels", gifted multi-instrumentalist. 
Album launch,  Riturnella “The Little 
Swallow”. Her 6th solo CD features 
13 songs of love and betrayal, dating 
from 1400s to1900s. Kavisha is well 
known for her original compositions 
which slide smoothly from depths of 
heartbreaking passion to dreamy high 
notes. A sensual and earthy homage to 
her Italian heritage. Camelot Lounge, 19 
Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 7.30pm 
(doors 6.30). $20+bf, $15+bf. Food 
available, incl. pizza. Fully licensed – 
NO BYO. Under 18s must be with an 
adult. camelotlounge.wordpress.com

Monday 5th
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop. 
Ball practice. Pennant Hills Community 
Centre, Yarrara Rd. 7.30-9.30pm. $7. 

Felicity 9456 2860, bushmusic.org.au/
bmc_danceworkshop.html

Wednesday 7th
Oatley Folk. CHRISTINE WHEELER 
with LEIGH BIRKETT. Poetry set to 
music - some lyrical, gorgeous pieces 
from different continents and different 
centuries. From Bob Dylan, reluctant 
prophet of a generation, to Victor Jara, 
whose songs became a potent weapon 
for political change. From iconic Greek 
composer and social activist Mikis 
Theodorakis to provocative Texans 
Nanci Griffith and the Dixie Chicks. 
From Karine Polwart’s prophetic lyrics 
to anonymous songs from 19th century 
Ireland and 14th century Spain that 
continue to speak of universal human 
dilemmas. Christine was lead singer and 
manager of award winning Australian 
Celtic band, Wheelers and Dealers for 
ten years. Leigh is a skilled and flexible 
accompanist on guitar and bouzouki. 
+ Open mic and group playing. 
Downstairs bar, Oatley RSL Club, 23 
Letitia St. 7.30pm. $7. Mark 0409 701 
249. oatleyfolk.com.au

Friday 9th
Duke's Place. Australian songs in 
concert + session with guest performer. 
Bush Music Club, Tritton Hall, Hut 44, 
Addison Road Ctr, 142 Addison Rd, 
Marrickville. 7.30 for 8pm. $10, bring 
supper. 9358 4886, bushmusic.org.au
Saturday 3rd
Northern Beaches Music Festival. VAR-
IOUS ARTISTS INCL. JENNY BIDDLE, 
GRIMICK, WHEEZE & SUCK, APRIL 
MAZE, CHANGO & ALANNA & ALICIA. 
Berry Reserve, Narrabeen Lakes. 12-
12mn.  nbmf.co.

Saturday 10th
Central Coast Dance. Dances from the 
British Isles, with Bon Accord. Guest 
callers: Fran Bucello, Scottish (Flowers 
of Edinburgh, Trip to Bavaria, De'il 
Among the Tailors, Australian Ladies); 
English Country (Grimstock, Queen 
of Sheba, Queen's Jig) and Irish (Siege 
of Ennis, Irish Waltz Cotillon, Walls 
of Limerick); Bill Propert, Welsh (St 
David's Waltz, Richard's Daughter's 
Fancy, Between Two, Waterfall Waltz). 
All dances taught. East Gosford 
Progress Hall, cnr Henry Parry Drive 
& Wells St. 7.30-11.30pm. $18, $12. 
Supper provided. Robyn 4344 6484, Gai 
4365 1258, ccbdma.org

Gaelic Club. Irish Ceili dance, with 
JIMMY MULLARKEY CEILI BAND. 
1st Floor, 64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills. 
7.30pm. $15, $10, children free accom-
panied by an adult. gaelicclub.com.au

Monday 12th
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop. 
Ball practice. Pennant Hills Community 
Centre, Yarrara Rd. 7.30-9.30pm. $7. 
Felicity 9456 2860

Friday 16th
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Folk Club. 
Kate MacLurcan and The Loose Ends. 
Beatrice Taylor Hall, rear Willow Park 
Community Centre, Edgeworth David 
Ave, Hornsby. Doors open 7.30pm. $15. 
BYO drinks & nibbles - tea & coffee 
provided. Candle lit venue, tables can 
be booked. Barry Parks 9807 9497, 
bpparks@tpg.com.au

Saturday 17th
Illawarra Folk Club. MIKE 
McCLELLAN, mikemcclellan.com.au. 
When Song and Danceman was released 
in 1974 he was already an established 
performer - one of Australia's best 
songwriters and among its most talented 
singer guitarists. Now he’s back doing 
concerts, renewing old friendships and 
playing extensively. As a performer 
he just seems to get better with time.  
+ Mystery performer. City Diggers 
Wollongong, cnr Church & Burelli Sts. 
7.30-10.30pm. $25, $20, Youth (12-
16) $5, under-12 free. 1300 887 034, 
illawarrafolkclub.org.au

Petersham Bowling Club. LEROY'S 
LAYABOUTS – CD Launch. 77 Brighton 
St, Petersham. 9569 4639. thepbc.org.au

Sunday 18th
Post Heritage Ball "Dress Up" Picnic 
held at Pioneer Village, Wilberforce 
from 11am. Wendy Richmond 
9642 7950, 0412 145 262, wendy_
richmond(at)yahoo.com

English Country Dances. Dance 
workshop with caller Keith Wood. 
Anyone is welcome. Dances are walked 
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through & called. Join us afterwards for 
a meal at nearby Pennant Hills Bowling 
Club. Pennant Hills Com. Centre, Main 
Hall, 70 Yarrara Rd. 2-5pm. $5. Tea & 
coffee available. Keith 0420 913 934

Camelot Lounge. GEORGE DOUKAS 
REMBETICA ENSEMBLE- Rembetica 
with a touch of folk! A thrilling recre-
ation of the Athens hash dens and cafes 
which flourished between 1920 and 
1955. The music of the urban Greek 
underground, moody and reflective one 
minute, jubilant the next. Story, song, 
imagery, dance Rembetika style, an 
authentic Greek cultural experience 
- in 1920s Piraeus, sights and sounds 
defined by an era of displacement and 
struggle. Dancers, musicians, big screen 
photography, English narration. 19 
Marrickville Rd, Marrickville. 7.30pm 
(doors 6.30). $22 +bf or $25 on the 
door. Food available, incl. pizza. Fully 
licensed – NO BYO. Under 18s must 
be with an adult. Table bookings for 
groups of 8 or more only – email info@
qirkz.com AFTER you have prebooked. 
camelotlounge.wordpress.com

Monday 19th
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop. 
'From Near and Far.' Pennant Hills 
Community Centre, Yarrara Rd. 7.30-
9.30pm. $7. Felicity 9456 2860

Saturday 24th
The Loaded Dog. Miles to Go Trio 
(WA), milestogo.com.au + MaD 
aDaM, dallasdebrabander.wix.com/
mad-adam (1 hour each). Since their 
first show in 1999 for the release of 
David Hyams' 'Miles To Go' album, the 
Fremantle based big band has travelled 
extensively. Celtic-roots fusion, 
with new songs from Hyams adding 
country-blues. Places and stories of 
our vast landscape. + With a lifetime 
each of unaccompanied harmony 
singing, Miguel Heatwole and Dallas 
de Brabander as folk duo, MaD aDaM, 
deliver an exciting collection of original 
and contemporary folk harmony duets 
and solo pieces infused with humour, 
drama and passion! Upstairs, Annandale 
Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston 
St. 7.40 for 8pm. $20, $18. BYO, 
supper available. Sandra 9358 4886, 
theloadeddog.org.au

Ukulele Workshop with Azo Bell. 
CWA Hall, Woy Woy. 3-5pm. $20. 
Seats limited - bookings essential: 
troubadour.org.au  Azo Bell - doing 
things with a ukelele that nobody 
thought possible. He uses it to make 
playful and inventive music with depth 
and colour. Probably Australia’s most 
amazing and well known ukulele player 

– but overseas they are even more 
enthusiastic about him. + Woy Woy's 
own Troubalukers. The Troubadour, 
CWA Hall, The Boulevarde, Woy Woy 
(opp. Fisherman’s Wharf). 7pm. $12, 
$10, includes light supper. 4341 4060, 
0419 231 319, troubadour.org.au
Monday 26th
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop. 
'From Near and Far.' Pennant Hills 
Community Centre, Yarrara Rd. 7.30-
9.30pm. $7. Felicity 9456 2860

Wednesday 28th
The Brass Monkey. DANIEL 
CHAMPAGNE, danielchampagnemusic.
com. 115a Cronulla St, Cronulla. 9544 
3844, brassmonkey.com.au

Friday 30th
Petersham Bowling Club. MIC CON-
WAY'S NATIONAL JUNK BAND – CD 
Launch. 77 Brighton St, Petersham. 
9569 4639. thepbc.org.au
 
Regional and ACT 

Saturday 3rd
Newcastle Hunter Valley Folk Club. 
KAVISHA MAZELLA, kavisha.com, 
winner of numerous awards including 
an ARIA, a Multicultural Commission 
Excellence award, and an Australia 
Day award for her contribution to 
music and community service. + 
Peter Allsop and Nicki Ross. Wesley 
Centre, 150 Beaumont St, Hamilton. 
newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au

Nowra Bush Dance. School of Arts 
Annex, Collins Way, Nowra. 8-10pm, 
Tune practice session 6.30pm. Dancers 
$5. Bring a plate of supper to share if 
you like. Andrew or Alison 4447 5663. 
Musos contact Stuart 0412 288 923. 
kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au

Thursday 8th
Hamilton House Concert, Newcastle, 
with Mick Flanagan. A nephew of 
famous musician, Joe Cooley, Mick 
emigrated from Ireland in the ‘60s. 
+ Double Bill (Casey and Wiseman). 
Come prepared to sing! 7 pm. $10. 
Donated supper items welcome. Enq, 
Julie Castles 4954 0717

Saturday 10th
River Music. TESSA DEVINE. Her 9 
month East Coast Paper People Tour 
starts around Sydney; then Blue Moun-
tains, Central Coast, Newcastle, Cairns 
and down  to Hobart. An exploration of 
sound, adventure, stories - document-
ing  on film, weekly blog, and YouTube. 
Quirky, entertaining, effervescent and 
a tiny bit cheeky. Guitar, tambourine, 
stomp boxes, harmonica, loop station; 
crystal, dulcet voice, sometimes fero-
cious. facebook.com/tessa.devine.music  
+ INSPEKTOR GADJE. Gypsy style folk 
music from the Balkans guaranteed to 
get your feet tapping. Nowra Golf Club, 
Fairway Drive, North Nowra. 7.30pm. 
$20, $15, Youth (12-17) $5, Kids free. 
Come early for meal at bistro. Enq, 
bookings: Andrew or Alison 4447 5663, 
0418 436224. Tickets at door, or for 
best seats, book online. kangaroovalley-
folkfestival.com.au/page15.htm
Canberra Contra Club. Fall Ball 
Contra Dance. Corroboree Park Hall, 
Paterson St, Ainslie. 6232 9231, David 
dgilks@grapevine.net.au

Thursday 22nd
Yuin Folk Club. An Evening With 
MARTIN PEARSON. Cobargo Hotel, 
Back Room. 7.30pm $10/$15



6  - The CORNSTALK Gazette MAY 2014

festivals and events
2nd - 4th May, 2014
Northern Beaches Music Festival
Berry Reserve Narrabeen Lakes
info@northernbeachesmusicfestival.org

2nd - 4th May, 2014
Karuah Bluegrass Music Festival
wwwkaruahbluegrassmusicfestival.com
6th - 9th June, 2014
Perisher Peak Festival
info@snowymountainsofmusic.com.au

6th - 9th June, 2014
National Celtic Festival
info@nationalcelticfestival.com

7th - 10th June
Sessionfest, Swansea
www.newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.
au/sessionfest
19th - 21st September, 2014
Turning Wave Festival
info@turningwave.org.au

26-28 September 2014
Folk By The Sea
www.folkbythesea.com.au

3rd - 6th October 2014
Uranquinty Folk Festival
uranquinty@hotmail.com

17 th - 19th October, 2014
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival
info@kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.org.au

24th, 25th, 26th October, 2014
Dorrigo Folk & Bluegrass Festival
www.dorrigofolkblues.com.au

21-23 November. 2014
Majors Creek Festival
Update to come

New Festival for Illawarra
HONK! OZ is the first HONK! festival to be staged in Australia with a number 
of them being staged in the USA and Italy. It is a not for profit community driven 
festival made possible by the incredible energy and enthusiasm of the local Wol-
longong community and in particular the members of the Illawarra Folk Club and 
The Con Artists Community Music Band.

The music is acoustic and mobile and inspired by folk traditions from around the 
world. The atmosphere is a Mardi Gras inspired Carnival.

The musicians that travel and play at HONK! OZ do so at their own expense with 
only limited costs covered. Businesses and citizens generously support HONK! OZ 
financially and through in-kind donations.

The festival will be held from 9th to 11th January 2015 and the be a major fringe 
event of the 30th Illawarra Folk Festival (15th to 18 January 2015).

The current HONK! OZ organising sub-committee from the Illawarra Folk Club 
consists of David Rooney, Lotte Latukefu and David De Santi who are Wollon-
gong-based and have been involved in community music and music education in 
one way or another for over 25 years.

David Rooney started up a lively folk/gypsy/klezmer band called The Con Artists. 
As he was searching the globe for community bands with similar philosophies and 
repertoire he came across the original HONK! Festival of activist street bands. He 
was inspired by the philosophies and the fun that the musicians seemed to be hav-
ing and shared an idea he had for a HONK! style festival with members of the Con 
Artists.

The Con Artists community music band is made up of members of the Wollongong 
and Sydney community who describe themselves as a gastronomic feast! Spicy, 
toe-tapping, finger-snapping, hip shaking, caramelized music.  They are taking a 
leading role in the organizing, fundraising & managing of the HONK! OZ festival.

HONK! OZ is grateful in particular for the support of the Illawarra Folk Club and 
the Wollongong City Council.

Interested participants can get more information from the website: honkfest.org.au 
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St Albans Irish Weekend

Last year about 30 people went to St Albans in late May to 
play Irish music in the pub there over the weekend. It went 
pretty well so it’s happening again this year. This weekend 
isn’t to be confused with the excellent St Albans folk festival 
held in April.

Mort has talked to the publican, and musicians are more than 
welcome to play music in the long back room, The Fernery, 
in the pub (Settlers Arms Hotel, 4568 2111) on Friday and 
Saturday nights, 23rd and 24th May.

People either camp at the free camp ground across the road 
from the hotel (camp ground has drinking water and toilets 
but no showers), or there is accommodation available in the 
area. If you want to book a room at the pub, best to do so 
early. There is food at the pub, although not cheap, and the 
campers tend to cook their own meals. Camp fire after pub 
sessions.

St Albans is in the McDonald valley past Wisemans Ferry, 
and it’s a beautiful area, a bit over two hours’ drive from 
Sydney depending on traffic. This event involves absolutely 
no organisation.

Sessionfest 2014

Newcastle and Hunter Valley Folk Club's festival Sessionfest, 
Friday 7th to Monday 10th June,  is now entering its 10th 
Anniversary year, the sixth year at Bargoed House, Swansea 
- a 'hidden treasure' quietly tucked away on the shores of 
beautiful Lake Macquarie, with the ‘world’ only five minutes 
away! The area is a privately-owned pristine nature reserve, 
gated to protect flora and fauna, so no dogs allowed.

The attractions include spacious camping facilities, close 
to the lake, a creek running through the site, walking trails 
and wildlife surrounding the central sports oval. Also a boat 
ramp, fishing spots, tennis court, canoes, fenced playgrounds, 
Mini Putt Putt and more.

Facilities include a camp kitchen, a large outdoor undercover 
BBQ, community hall for wet weather (BYO chair) and lots 
of established campfire sites. Our dedicated sites will again 
be on the Lakeside, at the Point.

Sessionfest is a session feast, and session etiquette applies! 
Come and sing, play, yarn, swap, learn, teach, and encourage. 
There are opportunities to present at daily ‘Walk-up’ after-
noons and evening Theme Concerts.

This is a free festival with no paid performers, an opportunity 
to spend a great weekend making music with your fellow 
folkies. There IS a camping fee and you must book a site in 
advance: email sessionfest@gmail.com. Camping fees are 
now $30 per site (10x10 sq metres) per night, payable at gate. 
Day trippers: daily fee $3 p/p payable at the gate.

Gate opening times: Friday 12pm. Sat. & Sun 10am, 11, 12, 
2 ,3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11pm. Monday 10, 11, 12, 1pm, then by 
request on the hour.

Willing helpers needed: gate roster, firewood supplies, etc. 
Contact Lainey Velt 0421 412 358, 4954 3455, or Bilbo 
Rodgers 0410 584 533.

On Saturday night the Theme Concert will be Tributes to our 
recent ‘Dearly Departed’ in song, poetry and yarns. So bring 
along songbooks by Pete Seeger, John Dengate, Ron Ed-
wards. Honour the past writers, performers and collectors.

See program at newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au/ses-
sionfest.

 

Focus on Folk
6-7pm 1st & 3rd Saturdays

3 May Gerry Myerson
17 May John Milce (Bob Dylan Special)
Anyone with a CD they'd like to add to the library  
for consideration for airplay please forward to: 

Focus on Folk, Post Office Box A182, 
Sydney South 1235.
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2 - 4 MAY 2014 BERRY RESERVE
NARRABEEN LAKES

LUKE ESCOMBE ~ DAVE CALANDRA ~ GRIMICK
DIREWOLF ~ TULLY DINGLE ~ AARON LYON

THE APRIL MAZE ~ WHEEZE AND SUCK
+ MANY MANY MORE

VISIT NBMF.CO FOR MORE INFO

TICKETS ONLINE @ NBMF.CO

BAR ¤ MARKETS ¤ FOOD

/NORTHERNBEACHESMUSICFESTIVAL /NBMF
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Northern Beaches Music Festival 2014
You are invited to attend the fourth Northern beaches Music Festival to be staged 
on the beautiful Narrabeen lakes this coming weekend - Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th 
of May, featuring music genres such as blues, folk, country, jazz, rock and world 
music. There will be hundred acts on five stages over three days. Our line up this 
year features artists from all over Australia including: The Wheeze and Suck Band, 
The Green Mohair Suits, Jenny Biddle, Luke Escombe, April Maze, Chango, Pat 
Drummond, Grimick, Daddy Longlegs, Mutual Acquaintances, Lou Bradley and 
many more.

Our festival is the product of the Northern Beaches Music Alliance, a group of four 
“not for profit” music clubs from the Northern Beaches, namely The Shack, Nar-
rabeen, Fairlight Folk, Humph Hall, Allambie and The Fig, Manly, who all got 
together in 2010 to develop mutual cooperation based on shared aims and objec-
tives, which are:to promote, produce and present  musicians and performing artists, 
especially those from the Northern Beaches; to provide venues for such performanc-
es and to promote and develop new venues on the Northern Beaches; to support, 
nurture and present new up and coming musicians and performing artists especially 
those from the Northern Beaches; to achieve all of the above through the production.

Our festival really begins in early March with the running 
of our third Young Bloods Competition. This is a com-
petition for new, up and coming singer songwriters and 
bands under the age of 25. This is run at five venues from 
Manly to Palm Beach over five weeks five days a week. It 
culminates with a grand final held at the Dee Why RSL at 
the end of April where the best band and the most popular 
band as well as the best and the most popular singer song-
writer were chosen. These winners were awarded signifi-
cant prizes including cash, recording time, multi –camera 
video recording of their 
performances and a featured 
spot at the festival itself.

Another feature of this year’s 
festival is the continuation 
and expansion of last year’s 
“One to Seven Dance Heav-
en” concept. This is where 

we feature various styles of dance supported by both live bands and recorded music covering a 
range of dance genres including country swing, rockabilly, reggae, tango, salsa and flamenco, 
Scottish reels, bootscooting and Macedonian traditional dance. So, if you like to dance here’s your 
chance.

Of course our festival has a licensed bar and is complimented by a lakeside market village of 
international food stalls, arts and crafts stalls, community stalls, the Tantric Turtle Chai tent, 
workshops and much more.

Also our aim this year is to feature recycling eco-energy, art and light, (REEL). This will include practical demonstrations of 
applied, best practice recycling, alternative energy and art through lighting displays with a musical theme.

So, as you can see the Northern Beach-
es Music Festival has a lot to offer.

Check out our website, northern 
beachesmusicfestival.org and come 
along and join our celebration of music 
and the arts on Sydney’s Northern 
Beaches.

Paul Robertson
Executive Producer

Pat Drummond

Men with Day Jobs

Sandman & the Sleepwalkers
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National Folk Festival 2014 Shines
The sun shone and the crowds gathered for nothing less than five days in a perfect world at the 2014 National Folk Festival on 
the Easter Weekend 17-21 April in the National Capital.

The International Headliners drew big crowds with powerful Irish singer-songwriters Damian Dempsey and Eleanor McEvoy, 
British folk icon Martin Carthy, Canadian songstress Lindi Ortega, Hawaiian slack key guitarist and ukulele player Jeff Peter-
son and US blues guitarist Woody Mann packing out the venues.

The festival's indigeneous program was a major highlight with 
Archie Roach's first show receiving a standing ovation.

The National Film and Sound Archive's award for the best 
CD by a performer at the Festival went to Melbourne group 
The Mae Trio for their new CD 'Housewarming'. The FAA 
Youth award went to fourpiece Melbourne folk pop group Oh 
Pep!; The Peter J Daly Memorial Award went to Melbourne 
Celtic group Tolka for their outstanding performance of Celtic 
mjusic at the festival.

Folk Veteran Margret RoadKnight recieved the National Folk 
Festival Lifetime Achievement Award.

The Festival would not have been possible without the incred-
ible assistance of our volunteers - with over 1500 volunteers 
assisting around the clock in the lead up & during the festival.

The Festival would like to thank it's many sponsors who as-
sisted from in-kind to financial support and in particular the 
ACT Government who supported the indigenous program of 
artists as well as the ACTive Folk Arts initiative which show-
cased Canberra artists. 

The Liz Johnson Award went to Serendipity

The Alastair Hulett Song for Social Justice went to Mim Jones

Bettina Richter
Pants Down Circus

Jordie LaneDanny Spooner

Gregory North Sea Shepherd The Stetson Family
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Moira Holmes - The Session Experience

Rainee Lyleson

Rob Willis

Wedderburn Charming Emus

The Mae Trio The Provost 
Brothers

Older Women's 
Network Theatre

Archie Roach
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dance news
Sydney Playford Dance Group
Sydney Playford Dance Group was formed around April 1976 
by half a dozen Folk Fed people, keen to do the dances and 
for musicians to play the tunes, and met in a small hall off 
Harris St in Ultimo. Lynette Hicks and Noreen Grunseit were 
the first teachers.

Lynette, who from childhood had read about these English 
dances in Elsie J Oxenham’s Abbey schoolgirl books, went 
to England in 1956 to learn them as soon as she had saved 
enough money. Her new flatmate, Noreen, also learnt them. 
Read more about t in Lynette’s obituary at smh.com.au.

I joined in 1978 (and Alex not long after), when it was up-
stairs in the Old Elizabethan Theatre Trust Building in Kings 
Cross every Monday night. We had wonderful musicians Roz 
Uren (now Kerr, and part of Newcastle band Fiddle Tunes) 
on mandolin; Chris Kempster (of Henry Lawson songbook 
fame) on guitar; and the great Ken Greenhalgh on flute. By 
then there were 22 members; and we did frequent dance 
displays, in costumes roughly approximating something 
vaguely historical, made by a retired theatrical costumier that 
someone knew.

(There had been some Playford dancing in Sydney in the 
1930s. In the 1980s the group – by then dancing in a hall in 
Surry Hills – visited an elderly lady, a former Playford 
dancer, in Willandra Retirement Village, Cromer, and danced 
for her and other residents.)

Each year the group went together by train to Newcastle Folk 
Festival on the June long weekend, from the late ‘70s. We 
always danced ‘Newcastle’ (1650) there; and stayed, sociably, 
at the Cross Keys Hotel, not far from Tighes Hill Tech where 
the festival was held (until the Newcastle earthquake in ‘89).

Chris Green, English-born, and very knowledgeable about 
English dance and more, taught the group after arriving in 
Sydney in 1985; until he left to start a folk dance group in 
Parramatta. Then he moved to Queensland and taught English 
dance there, with Sheree Hill (now Greenhill). (Read about 
them in Folk Rag online, Oct 2004.) Chris’s death in 2006 
was a sad loss to the Australian dance world. But Sheree still 
has an active dance group, Dance Kaleidoscope – see her 
profile at www.folkrag.org.

Next venue was the Annandale Neighbourhood Centre (up-
stairs) in Johnston Street: where the night changed to Tues-
days; eventually, late in ‘91, to just 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.

And the next leader was Patricia Early*. She eventu-

ally moved the dancing to a 
church hall near her home 
in Lidcombe, on 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays; then 3rd Tuesdays 
only. But as her health dete-
riorated, the group met, less 
frequently, at her home - and 
then not at all. Patricia died 
on 1st May 2013.

In Sept. 2013 we (Julie & 
Alex) took on revival of the 
group.

We teach the English dances 
first published by John Play-
ford in 1650 in ‘The English 
Dancing Master’, as well as 
some later dances, including 
some of those done in the BBC’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’ series.

Thanks to the Bush Music Club, we meet at Hut 44, Addison 
Road Community Centre, 142 Addison Road, Marrickville, 
7.30-9.30pm, on the first Tues of each month (except Jan) – 
unless there is a clash with an important festival. Beginners 
welcome. There is generally live music, with enthusiastic 
musos. Enq, Julie or Alex, 9524 0247, jlsbish(at)gmail.com.

Julie Bishop
* Patricia’s history of Sydney Playford’s first ten years ap-
peared in Cornstalk, October 1986. It can now be read at 
www.facebook.com/sydneyplayford/info.

Side Effects of English 
Country Dance
(May Apply to Other Forms of Dancing)

Warning: If you’re considering English Country Dance, 
please be aware of the dangers. First, history shows that, once 
you’ve been drawn in, it is highly addictive. Those who are 
already addicted often fail to share the truth about its signifi-
cant side effects. These include: involuntary movements such 
as toe-tapping, spontaneous twirling, and facial distortions 
that look suspiciously like smiles and grins.

Even when not at an actual dance victims have suffered these 
effects. Some have carelessly played the music in the privacy 
of their own homes and suddenly found themselves twirling 
and skipping, even in the midst of normally sober activities. 
Imagine the horror of finding yourself dancing the dishes 
from the table to the kitchen!

Memory loss: Even though memory is reported to be im-
proved by this form of dancing, there is a tendency for it 
to cause forgetfulness in some areas. We don’t have any 
scientific studies but several dancers have exhibited major 
forgetfulness about their cares, irritations, and troubles.

Be careful friends, your life may change if you get involved 
with this seemingly innocent exercise.

Margaret Swait
[Posted on www.englishcountrydancesydney.com]
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and Seaview Lodge where most of us stayed, only about $35 
pp, and had cooking facilities!

The dancing venue was only a very short walk away, and the 
hostess of Seaview, Christine, was very helpful.

The weekend registration, itself, only cost $20!

Liz and Bill, the local NZ hosts, had this to say:

“The contra summer events were a success. Our dance last 
month with the visiting tour had 97 dancers.

“The Hokitika weekend had contra concentrated into 3 days 
- participants from the tour, Aussies, UK, and kiwis from 
CHCH, Wellington, Dunedin, and the west coast. The opinion 
of many on the tour was that we have the strongest contra 
community in NZ! A lovely mix of people of all ages, with a 
great spirit. Good job all!”

[Reprinted from TSDAV Bulletin, March 2014, by kind per-
mission of the author, and of Norm Ellis, editor of the Bulle-
tin for the Traditional Social Dance Association of Victoria.]

Biggest Contra Event Ever 
in Southern Hemisphere
Melbourne contra dance caller Gary King wrote, beforehand, 
that about 30 American Contra musicians, callers, dancers, 
plus umpteen New Zealanders and three Australians would 
be involved in Contra dancing at Hokitika, West Coast, South 
Island, New Zealand. “This truly is the biggest Contra dance 
event ever to happen in the Southern Hemisphere to date.”

Here is Melbourne dancer Kathy Ward’s report of the Hoki-
tika Contra Dance Weekend:

Apparently, this was the 7th tour of this nature and once 
again, a success.

Every two years a group of American Contra dancers, call-
ers and musicians tour NZ and bring with them the joy of 
Contra dancing. This time, in February, they met up with 
like-minded people from Hoki, Weymouth, Auckland and 
Wellington, as well as one couple from the UK and 6 intrepid 
travellers / dancers from Australia (Kathy, Coral and Gary 
from Melbourne, and Cheryl (originally from Hoki), Annette 
and Linda, from Canberra). Gary King was the only one from 
our group who had been there before.

We from Australia arrived prior to the event and did some 
tourist visiting of Christchurch (the Quake City exhibition - 
very interesting) then by either hire car, bus or plane, arrived 
in Hokitika (about 3 hours’ drive from Chch).

In my case, having been a YHA member since I was 17, and 
my first youth hostel stay being at the Chch hostel, I was 
able to stay there again - though very much older and more 
wrinkled, now!

The weather was beautiful and on the last day, the cloud 
cover cleared enough for us to see the snow-capped moun-
tains nearby. The dancing venue is very close to the seaside, 
and used to be a mental institution (no, that is not representa-
tive of the current clientele!).

There was a welcoming Friday night dance; workshops on 
Saturday with more dances on Saturday night and Sunday 
morning (including a one-hour waltz segment). Having 
danced quite a lot, I must say that I have never come across a 
more welcoming group of dancers. As single women (primar-
ily) coming from Australia, we were constantly asked to 
dance and it was dancing hard and fast. We learned some new 
moves and discovered different etiquette: eg, for us, it is the 
women who determine whether they want to twirl or not, 
whereas in the States, it is the men who decide!

The trip itself was really worth the effort, and not expensive. 
A return airfare Melb-CH-Hoki-CH-Melb was approx $430, 
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Lola's Keg Night 
A musical memoir adapted by PP Cranney & Christina Mimmocchi from the autobiography of Lola 
Wright was a feature at this year’s National Folk Festival. 

The wonderful stories of Australia’s folklore don’t just belong in the archives – they deserve to be 
out there in the public eye and ear.  “Lola’s Keg Night” is a new verbatim play with music based 
on the passionate life and times of former Illawarra resident, Lola Wright   teacher, activist, per-
former, wife, mother, lover and much more.  For over forty years,from the 1940s to the 1980s, Lola 
contributed to the Illawarra¹s vibrant social history. Whether teaching nursery rhymes to primary 
students,establishing the South Coast¹s first bush band, playing piano at localdances, singing The Red 
Flag at miners¹ strikes, or leading a sing-along of The Internationale at one of her infamous Oak Flats 
Keg Nights, Lola¹s passion for music, and social justice, left its mark on all who knew her. 

The rehearsed reading of the play, which included an impromptu appearance by Lola herself – still a dynamo on the lager-
phone! - has gone a long way towards spreading Lola’s story and music.  But wait – there’s more!  8 Arms Productions will 
be presenting the full production of Lola’s Keg Night at Merrigong Theatre in Wollongong in the first week of October.  The 
production, like the readings, will star Vashti Hughes as Lola and Laura Bishop on piano and accordion.  It’s hoped to get the 
show to Sydney shortly thereafter and then take it on tour as far as the Morundah Opera House in Lola’s now home town near 
Narrandera. 

The company needs to raise funds to make it happen.  A Pozible crowd-funding campaign will shortly be launched – visit 
christina8arms.com in a short while for links to both a website with more info about the show and also the fund-raising cam-
paign.

Thus far, the project has been supported by the National 
Library of Australia, the Alistair Hulett Memorial Fund, 
the NSW Teachers Federation, the Bush Music Club, 
the Illawarra Folk Festival and The Folk Federation of 
NSW.  You too could contribute towards bringing one 
of our folk treasures out into the wider world.  Lola’s 
story deserves to be shared.  Help us make it happen!

Christina Mimmocchi  christinapossum@bigpond.com
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Jenny Biddle

Luke Escombe

Siskin River
Northern Beaches Music Festival 2nd-5th May
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$4.90 Issue 94

Vol.13 No.4

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

Now 80 Pages on full gloss paper 
in a new compact format!

Available from your local newsagent (distributed by Wrapaway)
See our extensive range of over 2000 Australian traditional and contemporary 

folk, blues, roots, alternative and world music CDs, DVDs and books at 
www.tradandnow.com and at 120c Erina St, Gosford 02 4325 7369

OUT NOW!
and
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 Vol.13 No.1

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM
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 Vol.13 No.2

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

and

$4.90 Issue 93

Vol.13 No.3

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, 
roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music and dance magazine

WWW.TRADANDNOW.COM

8th Kangaroo Valley Fo

25th - 27th October, 20

 

Shoalhaven Folk Club Inc       
       

    

and
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Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
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Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
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Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
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