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Sarah 
Humphreys is 
appearing with 
Nick Rheinberger 
at Humph Hall at 
7pm on Friday 
7th September.
Bookings:
9939 8802
humphhall.org
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Folklore

Nick Rheinberger + Sarah Humphreys - 7pm, Fri 7th

Kristina Olsen (US) Book Launch - 2pm, Sunday 9th

Hell, Fire, Rain (& a Nut) - an afternoon of stories, 
poetry & songs presented by four storytellers & members of 
Loosely Woven - 3pm, Sunday 16th (free)

Formerly the Allambie Heights Uniting Church, Humph Hall is now the private home of Gial and 
Wayne.  Bookings/info: 9939 8802 or wayne@humphhall.org  -  humphhall.org

All events in Humph Hall are truly acoustic (no PA!) and entry is free.  On some occasions, there 
will be an opportunity for you to make a donation.

Humph Hall
What’s on during September in . . .

85 Allambie Road, Allambie Heights
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Metropolitan

d a t e s  f o r  y o u r  d i a r y  -  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2

 

Saturday 1st 
Beecroft Bush Dance, with 
Southern CroSS. Beecroft Community 
Centre, Beecroft Rd (opp. Fire Station). 
8pm-12. All dances taught. $17, $14, 
$12, incl. supper. Sigrid 9980 7077, 
Wilma 9489 5594

the Shack. AAron Lyon And the 
WiLd thingS. Soulful balladeer Aaron, 
with roguish charm, guitar, athletic 
voice, melodic storytelling - and three 
spirited backing vocalists providing 
harmony, percussion and Dionysian 
revelry. + MiChAeL-John AzzopArdi 
- ‘esoteric genius with a penchant 
for intricate acoustic masterpieces’, 
with latest album ‘The Curious Tide’. 
Influences incl. Celtic, European 
and Eastern folk, blues, jazz, rock, 
alternative. + FoLkLore - four fine 
musicians: Cliona Molins and Fiona 
McVicar both from Jiggery; Anthony 
Woolcott (Triantan), Rosie McDonald 
(Mothers of Intention, RAPT), exploring 
songs and music of the folk tradition. 
Exquisite instrumentation (para celtic 
harp, fiddle, viola, bouzouki, guitar, 
bodhran), sweet four-part harmonies. 
Tramshed Community Arts Centre, 
1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen (betw. 
car park and Ambulance in Narrabeen 
shops). 7.30-11pm. $20. 0413 635 856. 
www.shackfolk.com

Monday 3rd 
BMC Dance Workshop. Mixed 
traditional dancing, with focus on 
Maxina, Federation Waltz, Red Socks 
Reel, and Circassian Circle variations. 
Pennant Hills Community Centre, 

Yarrara Road. 7.30-9.30pm. $7. Felicity 
9456 2860

Friday 7th 
Humph Hall. niCk rheinberger, 
with what he calls ‘Acoustic Cabaret’: 
a combination of comedy, poetry, 
yarns, blues, funk and reggae, played 
on a cornucopia of exotic and junkyard 
instruments. One of Australia’s 
most versatile entertainers, regularly 
performing solo, as MC, poet, actor, 
comedian, while holding down a day 

job as an ABC radio announcer + Sarah 
Humphreys - prolific, award winning 
songwriter (2009 ABC Music Artist of 
the Year) whose songs have featured in 
movie and TV soundtracks. In ten years 
she’s supported and toured with artists 
including Kasey Chambers, Diesel, 
Renee Geyer. www.sarahhumphreys.
com/home.cfm. 85 Allambie Rd, 
Allambie Heights. 7pm. Free (Donation 
of $25/$15 invited). Bookings, Wayne 
9939 8802, wayne@humphhall.org, 
humphhall.org

Bush Music Club Singabout 
Night. ‘Songs of Our Family and 
Friends.’ Bring along a song or a poem, 
and food to share. Tritton Hall (Hut 44), 

Addison Road Community Centre, 142 
Addison Rd, Marrickville. 8-10pm. $5. 
Bob Bolton 9569 7244, bobbolton@
netspace.net.au

Illawarra Folk Club. MAriA Forde 
www.mariaforde.com and more. City 
Diggers Wollongong, cnr Church and 
Burelli Sts. 7.30pm. 1300 887 034, 
info@illawarrafolkclub.org.au, www.
illawarrafolkclub.org.au

Sunday 9th 
Humph Hall. kriStinA oLSen (US) 
E-Book/ CD Launch - ‘They Paid 
Us in Tub Time Stories - Songs of a 
Songstress Troubadour’ by Kristina 
Olsen. This modern, madcap memoir/ 
travelogue/ double CD traces the life of 
songwriter/ troubadour Kristina through 
childhood in Haight-Ashbury, California 
in the wild ‘60s, to her touring the 
world as a professional musician. Watch 

Kristina read a chapter from the book. 
Twenty original songs are embedded 
throughout: 10 brand new, 9 oldies 
with new arrangements, plus one from 
a previous album. kristinaolsen.net. 85 
Allambie Rd, Allambie Heights. 2pm. 
Entry by donation ($30, $15). Early 
bookings strongly advised: Wayne 
9939 8802, wayne@humphhall.org, 
humphhall.org

Monday 10th 
BMC Dance Workshop. Mixed tra-
ditional dancing, with focus on Maxina, 
Federation Waltz, Red Socks Reel, and 
Circassian Circle variations. Pennant 
Hills Community Centre, Yarrara Road. 
7.30-9.30pm. $7. Felicity 9456 2860
Thursday 13th 
Sutherland Acoustic. JASon And 
ChLoe roWeth: with new songs for 
their next CD. This legendary couple 
are at the forefront of Australia’s new 
generation of folk revival performers. 
They are passionate and spirited 
about bringing long forgotten bush 
songs and their stories back to life. 15 
years & (soon to be) 10 CDs + Luke 

Alanna and Alicia with Damien Neil

Kristina Olsen

Nick Rheinberger
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Escombe lukeescombe.com. Floor spots 
7.30-8.15pm. Raffles. Tradies Club, 
Kingsway, Gymea (short wlk from stat). 
7.30pm. $15, $10. Maeve 9520 5628

Saturday 15th 
Balmain Bush Dance, with urbAn 
SCrub. Sydney Secondary College, 
Balmain Campus, 25 Terry St, Rozelle. 
8pm-12. All dances taught. $17, $14, 
$12, incl. supper. Don 9642 7950

Monday 17th 
BMC Dance Workshop. Preview 
of Central Coast ‘Flannel Flower Ball’ 
dances. Pennant Hills Community 
Centre, Yarrara Road. 7.30-9.30pm. $7. 
Felicity 9456 2860

Friday 21st 
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Folk Club. 
ALAnnA And ALiCiA (Melb.), twin 
sisters who charm audiences from Port 
Fairy to the National with original folk/ 
jazz/ roots infused songs, and onstage 
warmth and humour. Award winners 
at national festivals and finalists in 
Australian Songwriting Awards. Two 
beautiful albums, with another due early 
next year. Their band: fine musicians, 
Damien Neil (guitar), Michelle Meehan 
(violin, percussion). ‘Deliciously 
idiosyncratic and saucy songs...wry, 
frank observations of life and love…
quality quirky lyrics delivered with 
verve and the kind of close harmonies 
you’d expect from sisters…consummate 
backing.’ (Tony Hillier, Rhythms 
magazine 2010.) Beatrice Taylor Hall, 
rear Willow Park Community Centre, 
Edgeworth David Ave, Hornsby. 8pm 
(doors 7.30). $15. BYO drinks, nibbles; 
tea, coffee provided. Candle lit venue, 
tables can be booked: Barry Parks 9807 
9497, bpparks@tpg.com.au 

Saturday 22nd 
the Loaded Dog. FoLkLore + 
Lyrebird - 1 hour each. FoLkLore - 
Cliona Molins, Fiona McVicar, Anthony 
Woolcott and Rosie McDonald, all well 
respected in the folk scene, exploring 
songs and music of the folk tradition. 
Exquisite instrumentation etc (see 
Sat. 1st). Since forming in January 
2011, have supported Andy Irvine and 
Rens van der Zalm. www.myspace.
com/folkloresydney + Lyrebird - 
Kate Henshaw (vocals, blues harp, 
glockenspiel, keyboard, accordion, 
recorders) and Pete Doherty (guitars, 
blues harps, vocals) share the singing 
of a mix of trad Celtic, pop and country 

with blues and jazz overtones. Beautiful 
harmonies, catchy tunes, quality lyrics. 
www.myspace.com/lyrebirdfolk. 
Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 
upstairs, 79 Johnston St. 8pm. $15, $13. 
BYO, supper available. Sandra 9358 
4886, theloadeddog.org.au

Illawarra Folk Club. Mike 
MCCLeLLAn and more. City 
Diggers Wollongong, cnr Church 
and Burelli Sts. 7.30pm. 1300 887 
034, info@illawarrafolkclub.org.au, 
illawarrafolkclub.org.au

Monday 24th 
BMC Dance Workshop. Preview 
of Central Coast ‘Flannel Flower Ball’ 
dances. Pennant Hills Community 
Centre, Yarrara Road. 7.30-9.30pm. $7. 
Felicity 9456 2860 
 
Regional and ACT 
Saturday 1st 
Canberra’s Spring Colonial Ball, 
with Bon Accord led by Trish Barker 
from the Sydney Scottish Fiddlers, 
and caller Don Richmond. For billets, 
Antonella, asalpietro@hotmail.com

the Society for Creative 
Anachronism St.vitus Dance 
Weekend - with a Renaissance dinner 
dance at All Saints in Ainslie starting 
6.30pm - straight after our ANU 
dance class. Aylwen Gardiner-Garden 
aylwengg@gmail.com 
Saturday 8th 
Spring Swing Contra Dance. All 
dances taught and called. St Margaret’s 
Uniting Church Hall, cnr Antill St & 
Phillip Ave, Hackett, ACT. Please bring 
a plate of supper to share. All welcome. 
8-11.30pm $18/$14 Rob (02) 6251 1287

Sunday 9th 
the Artists Shed, ChriSto & 
ShedeA + FreyJA’S rAin. The Artists 
Shed, 14 Foster St (behind Magnet 
Mart off Yass Rd), Queanbeyan. 2-5pm. 
Entry by paper note donation. Glass of 
wine, wonderful artworks, great music, 
rustic surroundings! Ros 0438 768 754. 
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Shed-
Sessions/214316861927285

Thursday 20th 
Yuin Folk Club Inc
Craig and Simone Dawson
Cobargo Hotel. 7.30 pm Enquiries: 
Coral Vorbahc 0264936758
cobargofolkfestival.com

Saturday 22nd 

Contra Dance with Pastrami 
on Ryebuck, caller Julie Bishop. 
All welcome. All dances taught and 
called. Wesley Centre Hall, 150 
Beaumont St, Hamilton (Newcastle). 
7.30pm. $15, $12, $10. www.
newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org.au

Christina Mimmocchi, with 
members of Harmonii. Evening concert, 
Wodonga Art Space. Karen Roben, 
karenroben@bigpond.com

Sunday 23rd 
the Artists Shed, a Kristabelle & 
the Jubilee Ringers + Ruby’s Rebellion. 
14 Foster St (behind Magnet Mart off 
Yass Rd), Queanbeyan. 2-5pm. Entry by 
paper note donation. Ros 0438 768 754. 
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Shed-
Sessions/214316861927285

the BIgSINg in Wodonga. Massed 
choir experience, with director Christina 
Mimmocchi. All welcome. 10am-
3.30pm. Karen Roben, karenroben@
bigpond.com

Merry Muse
Friday 21 September 

Shiny buM SingerS 
tribute to dAve MeyerS

Shiny Bum Singers Tribute to David 
Meyers. A true local hero, the late 
David Meyers was always on time. 
Prior to his death 
in Sept 2010, 
he had been a 
stalwart of our 
unique Canberra 
parody group, the 
Shiny Bums, 

accompanying them on guitar and 
writing some of their best and funniest 
material. The Bums have now published 
Goodnight PM, a collection of David’s 
work from his association with the 
group. Come prepared to join in the 
choruses and in remembering a folk 
treasure.
As a sequel, the Bums will also perform 
a set of trademark numbers from their 
repertoire of irreverent and quirky 
songs about office life. Other musical 
mates of Dave will also put in cameo 
appearances during the evening.
(presented by the Monaro Folk Society) 
Canberra Southern Cross Club. 
McCaughey St, Turner (The Bowlo), 
Cnr Condamine St. Enq, Eileen 0412 
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festivals and events
15th - 17th September 2012
Neurum Creek Musical Festival
www.neurumcreekfestival.com
14th - 16th September, 2012
The Turning Wave NSW Yass
www.turningwave.org.au
28th September-1st October 2012 
Uranquinty Folk Festival
www.uranquintyfolk.com
28th September - 1st October 2012
Bush Traditions Gathering
www.bushtraditions.org
28th-30th September
Dancing With Colin Towns. Stokers 
Siding, near Murwillumbah. www.
dancekaleidoscope.org.au. [Details in Dance 
News.]
20th - 21st October, 2012
Wingham Akoostik Music Festival
www.winghamakoostikfestival.com
14th October, 2012
Illawarra Folk In The Foothills
www.illawarrafolkclub.org.au
19th - 21st October, 2012
Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival
www.kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au
2nd - 5th November, 2012
Maldon Folk Festival
www.maldonfolkfestival.com
17th-18th November
Love Lawson Festival, Blue Mountains. 
Laurie 4759 2592, lawsonfestival@gmail.com
17th - 20th January, 2013
28th Illawarra Folk Festival
www.illawarrafolkfestival.com.au
25th - 27th January 2013
The Irish Cultural Festival Lake Jindabyne 
Contact John Mc Loughlin   0414 439 659
www.JindabyneIrishFestival.com

The Turning Wave Festival will relocate to Yass in 2012. Since its inception in 
2006 Turning Wave has gained a reputation as one of the best little festivals around.

The committee feels the move will both improve ease of access and allow for future 
growth of the festival. Yass is a mere 55km northwest of Canberra at the junction of 
the Hume and Barton Highways, is a mere 3 hours from Sydney and has the added 
advantage of being on the main rail track from Sydney to Melbourne. 

The heritage town has a strong Irish history, being the destination of many of the 
orphan girls brought to Australia after the Great Famine, and excitement is running 
high amongst the local population at the prospect of having the festival come to 
town.

 Events will centre on the historic main street precinct, with four performance 
spaces as well as a dedicated dance venue. Local council has kindly agreed to 
facilitate festival-goers by opening up an area for camping at Joe O'Connor Park, 
just across the river – this has pedestrian access to the festival area via both the 
bridge and the footpath weir crossing in Riverside Park. 

The Spring School of Irish Music runs in conjunction with the main festival and 
this year expert tuition is on offer from Irish musicians Louise Phelan (fiddle) and 
Aoife Johnston,  who currently teaches concertina at the University of Limerick.

2012 will feature a variety of performers as well as the announcement of the 
2012 Living Tradition award. Artists include The Wheeze and Suck Band, 
Cornerbrook, Chinook, Strathmannan, the Simpson Three, Craig and Simone, The 
String Contingent plus many more as well as local artists, Robyn Sykes (current 
Australian Women’s Bush Poetry Performance Champion), John Warner and 
Vague, three young girls with a sackful of original songs. Poetry will again feature 
strongly, culminating in the Reciters' Trophy, expertly crafted this year by the Yass 
Men's Shed. 

For full details, links to accommodation information and to book tickets see the 
website at turningwave.org.au.

Cornerbrook

Four professional storytellers together 
with members of Loosely Woven present 
'Hell, Fire, Rain (& a Nut)', a free after-
noon of stories, poetry & song inspired by 
the seasons.

3pm, Sunday 16th September 2012
Humph Hall 

85 Allambie Road, Allambie Heights 
Info: 9939 8802  wayne@humphhall.org  

humphhall.org
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Kangaroo valley Folk 
Festival 2012
Plans are well underway for Kangaroo Valley Folk Festival 
from 19-21 October in Australia’s most beautiful valley.  Our 
featured international act is Le Vent Du Nord from Quebec, 
playing exciting 
French-Canadian 
music. Australian 
artists include The 
Woohoo Revue, 
Paul Greene, Nick 
Rheinberger, Karen 
Lynne, Wongawilli, 
Big Erle, Doctor 
Stovepipe, Clever 
Sunday, Andy Gordon, 
Kangaleles plus 40 
other acts in 6 venues.
Bar Coolroom 
Upgraded - We are 
guaranteed cold beer in our bar this year.  The coolroom has 
been upgraded by Osborne Park and the A&H Society at a 
cost of approximately $3000.  The folk festival has donated 
$500 towards the upgrade.
Venues Around the Village
Most of the action takes place at the showground, but 
concerts and other activities are also being held at Kangaroo 
Valley Public School, St Joseph’s Church, The Good 
Shepherd Church Hall, Café Bella and The Friendly Inn. 
Compared to some of the larger festivals, all of our venues 
are small and allow you to get up close and personal with the 
performers.  Poets will love our daily poets’ breakfast and our 
annual bush poetry competition.
Dance Till You Drop - This year there are dance workshops 
all weekend, plus a welcome bush dance in the hall on Friday 
night and the dancers’ dance in the hall on Saturday night.  
Workshops include Irish, Estonian, Bush, Contra, German, 
Morris, Flamenco, International, Tango and English.
Join in - Hang out in our famous session bar with the 
fabulous view of the valley’s trademark red cliffs.  Learn 
some new tunes at one of our hosted sessions or learn the 
finer points of singing, playing, poetry or songwriting at one 
of the workshops with our featured artists.
Kids’ Festival - As usual, we have a fantastic kids’ festival, 
featuring Nick Rheinberger, Bruce Watson, Super Kenny, 
Miss Molly’s Maypole, Naomi’s Craft Tent and lots more.
Volunteers Wanted - A minimum of six hours volunteer 
work entitles you to a free weekend pass.  Some volunteer 
jobs:  set up before or pack up after the festival, ticket office, 
check wristbands at venues, bar (RSA required), waste team, 
venue management, traffic control.  Enquiries: volunteer@
kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au or phone Ursula McEntee 
02 9540 4254 or 0401 255075.
Earlybird tickets are on sale now at our website www.
kangaroovalleyfolkfestival.com.au 
Weekend ticket only $70/60 until 31 August, then $75/65 
until 8 Oct (full price $85/75).

folk news
Update from Patricia Early  .......

I had a couple of months bug free but I had lost all 
my get up and go.  It got up and went and forgot to come 
back.  A blood test showed my red platelet were very low, 
one report even showed it as low as 92 so I had a couple of 
blood transfusions, I was expecting miracles from this and 
unfortunately they didn’t eventuate and the red platelets 
dropped to 81 so another couple of blood transfusions were 
required, of course this meant another two trips to hospital 
and about six days again in bed. 

I started off in C east which is a short term stay ward (2 
days) but since they were not happy with me I was back to 
Ward 5 East I think I have been in every room on the right 
hand side of this ward now.  Anyhow the nurses are used to 
me in there now, one jokingly said they were going to name 
one of the beds Patricia’s bed as I have been in it several 
times.

Unfortunately things haven’t got any better an I still 
haven’t got any energy back.  I do go to physio but find it 
very tiring an I can’t get my breath.   Apparently the red 
platelets are not chasing the blood round the heart quick 
enough so I get out of breath very quick.  All of which 
means I haven’t much energy but I did get to a couple of 
concerts at Margaret and Allen’s house recently and I am 
looking forward to going this Friday to hear Nick Lock at 
Hornsby.

I have been blessed that some of my friends have been 
coming round to see me and I really appreciate this.  We 
held a folk afternoon here for Avis and my Birthday in 
March and think we shall have to have another before 
Christmas. I am planning to have a dance lunch on the 
fourth Sunday in November as I haven’t seen many of the 
dancers lately. I can’t dance of course but it will be lovely 
to catch up with  some of the people who used to be such a 
large part of my life.

Just got back from Hornsby.  Great show, not only was 
Nick there but several floor spots including Pam and Norm 
Merrigan, a group from Canberra came and were the only 
performers in the second half.  Very talented group and no 
one wanted to go home. Barry had to pull the plug at 11 pm 
because of the sound regulations, otherwise I don’t think 
anyone would have moved.

We got home at 12.30 am, very tired but on cloud 9 
emotions wise

Saturday morning I had my trip to the doctor for a blood 
test and she rang me back at mid day saying I had to call an 
ambulance and get into Concord straight way for a blood 
transfusion as my platelets have dropped to an all time low.  
However, I manager to convince her that Monday would do, 
so she rang the hospital to make arrangements and I have 
to go in on Monday.  If I had gone in today it would have 
meant just staying in hospital for the week end until they 
could get some blood in my group, which is not the common 
one and has to be ordered in. Evidently the hospital must 
have agreed so I collected the paperwork from the Doctor 
and go in on Monday.   Have been told to take things easy 
during the week end.

That’s all for now as I have run out of steam. Patricia Early
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President's Report 
As I write this we have a new carbon tax and a fairly 
split community debating whether the sky will fall in or 
not. I will be curious to see where we are up to this time 
next year, likewise I will be curious to see what we have 
done as regards the Folk Fed in another twelve months.

We are all volunteers who give what we can, when we 
can, but perhaps the ones that give the most on an ongo-
ing basis are the people who keep us all up to date via 
Cornstalk and Folkmail and look after membership and 
the Jam website.

Wayne your work with the website and membership is 
more than generous and we quite simply would struggle 
to function as an organization without your continued 
support. Julie spends an average of at least one full 
day a week keeping us all up to date via Folkmail and 
we all appreciate you good nature, humour and eye for 
detail that makes Folkmail such a wonderful resource. 
The third spoke in this particular wheel is the Cornstalk 
Gazette, Coral spends many hours compiling and editing 
to get the “papers out on time” every month, as do Dallas 
and Jim with the wrapping and mailing and we thank 
you  - very much. I guess we can all take some things for 
granted, particularly when they continue to run smoothly 
and are always there, it is often only when things change 
and all of a sudden they are not there or not there in the 
same way that we remember and realise their inherent 
value. I wish to say thankyou now and acknowledge the 
wonderful job you all do while things are still running 
smoothly.

On a similar note, a big thankyou to the committee for all 
you has given over the past year. To Bruce, Dallas, Jim, 
Margaret, Pam, Sandra and Terry, your good company 
and many skills have made for another enjoyable and 
productive year.

This year has largely been steady as she goes. We have 
concentrated on supporting our folk community and up 
and coming folk events where possible, which is really 
what it is all about. Letters of support for the grant ap-
plication of the Northern Beaches Music Festival, a letter 

September Contras
There are two Saturday contras this month. The first 

is in Canberra on the 8th: Canberra Contra Club's Spring 
Swing Dance. This contra always attracts an enthusiastic 
crowd of dancers. All dances are taught and called. It's 
at St Margaret’s Uniting Church Hall, cnr Antill St and 
Phillip Ave, Hackett, 8-11.30pm, $18, $14. Please bring 
a plate of supper to share. All welcome. Rob (02) 6251 
1287.

The other contra is in Newcastle, on the 22nd, at the 
Wesley Centre, 150 Beaumont St, Hamilton, 7.30pm, 
$15, $12, $10. 'We’ve all had so much fun in the past two 
years, Pastrami on Ryebuck will again show us how it’s 
all done. Julie Bishop will walk you through the steps, so 
tell your friends ... and please bring a plate of supper to 
share.' Lainey 4954 3455.

 Web site: newcastlehuntervalleyfolkclub.org

dance news

of support for Wayne and Gial at Humph Hall,  

Sing Dubbo, Unaccompanied Baggage a cappella concert and 
the Bright Stars’ Singers music development day and grant 
applications for Christina Mimmocchi and Christine Wheeler 
for cultural projects. This is what we like to do to help others 
as they seek to create.

We have been able to consolidate our finances further and run 
an healthy operating profit. The Lawson song books have been 
selling well, especially with Chris Wheeler launching her new 
CD, Rain in the Mountains – Songs of Henry Lawson (highly 
recommended), taking the works of Henry Lawson to an ever 
broadening and appreciative group of people.

We also have, after much tenacious pursuing, patience and 
battling the wilds of bureaucracy by our illustrious and fearless 
treasurer, Bruce the Magnificent, achieved DGR or Tax De-
ductible Gift status. This allows for the setting up and main-
taining of a public fund (to receive tax deductible donations 
from individuals and foundations). 

Finally it is great to welcome and celebrate the work of the 
Mofo – Modern Folkie team for this Year. Under the guidance 
of Mikaela Atkins  - Alice, Bec, Charlotte, Delphina, Joel and 
Peter, have organised and run monthly concerts at the Gaelic 
Club and extra concerts at this years National Folk Festival and 
The Basement. All have been thoroughly entertaining and most 
importantly have succeeded in showcasing some great new 
“Folk” talent. To be a part of these you can join the Facebook 
page – Mofo (look for the one with the Mofo owl)  and press 
the “like” tab for future events and updates.

I’m fairly confident the sky won’t fall in over the next 12 
months but rain, hail or shine I’m sure the new committee and 
all involved with the Folk Federation of NSW will do their best 
to raise their voices, instruments, pens and laptops in harmony, 
creating a wonderful musical and creative accompaniment for 
whatever comes to pass.

Cheers and kind regards

Anthony Woolcott

Dancing With Colin towns
A very interesting, mostly English dance weekend is coming 
up at the end of the month, near Murwillumbah. There will be 
a Friday evening dance. On the Saturday, Colin Towns will 
spend the first hour on the dance Waverley Ahoy - 'for the keen 
and patient'. (There will be dancers around the country keen 
to find out if it is successfully danced in entirety!) That will be 
followed by Pat Shaw dances, then Playford; and an evening 
bush dance. On the Sunday: Complex English Dances. Contact 
Sheree if you have a specific dance request. The dancing will 
be held at the Community Hall, Stokers Siding, from 28th to 
30th September. The full weekend is $100; or $20 per session. 
Tea, coffee and nibbles are provided for morning and afternoon 
tea; and light lunch on Saturday and Sunday. Please bring a 
plate to share for the bush dance. Musicians are welcome. 
Closest camping is available at hosannafarmstay.com.au. 
RSVP by 23rd Sept. Sheree (07) 3137 0749, 0403 202 298. 
dancekaleidoscope.org.au
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the Hills are Alive With the 
Sound of Music
As this issue of Cornstalk goes to press, the Blackheath Choir 
Festival will be underway … 35 choirs celebrating the joy of 
singing over three harmonious days.  They’re singers, those 
mountain folk.  Perhaps it’s the clear mountain air that stimu-
lates the vocal chords.  Perhaps crisp mountain nights require 
people to bundle together for warmth, and singing just natu-
rally follows.  Whatever the reason, choral singing is thriving 
in the beautiful Blue Mountains, as the following article (first 
published in The Mountains Blueberry, 2011) demonstrates : 

This is just between us, but once upon a time I used to close 
my bedroom door, put the Walkman headphones on and sing 
‘Footloose’ into a hairbrush microphone. The release of sing-
ing with joyful abandon was nothing short of medicinal in 
those angsty teenage years, but the idea of singing out loud – 
in front of real live people – was quite terrifying.

Singing in public might be a great fear for many people, but 
for members of the Blue Mountains numerous community 
choirs it is a transcendental joy. Members of local groups sur-
veyed for this article said: “singing is enlivening and invigor-
ating”; “I find great joy in making harmony with others,” and 
“I feel part of something creative and hugely enjoyable.” 
Janice Tretjak, of Springwood Chorus, says there is more than 
just enjoyment at stake.

“Choral singing is not only fun, it offers an antidote to stress, 
illness and depression,” says Janice, also a local health 
worker.

“When you sing you breathe in a different way, you use more 
of your total lung volume. This increases airflow so your 
blood becomes more oxygenated, also making you more alert. 
“Singing also exercises the cardio-vascular system, and is rec-
ommended for people who are stressed, anxious or tend to be 
‘upper rib breathers’, who are prone to hyperventilating and 
suffer from increased muscle tension in the body.

“Singing in a choir can also contribute to an increased sense of 
community and foster a sense of belonging,” Janice says.

A research paper by Elizabeth Slottje (B Mus Hons) found 
that studies validate the positive impact of singing on physical 
and mental health. Reports demonstrate that singing heightens 
breathing and body awareness, tones abdominal muscles, can 
bolster the immune system, lowers blood pressure, relaxes 
muscles and improves cardiac output (Stacy, Brittain & Kerr 
2002; Clift & Hancox 2001; Hunter 1999). Research by 
British psychologist Neil Todd established that the sacculus, 
an organ in the inner ear, responds to frequencies commonly 
found in music connected to a part of the brain responsible for 
registering pleasure.

“Community singing also bonds people in a sense of social 
unity and purpose,” says Elizabeth.

Choir member-turned-leader, Trish Adams, says singing has 
always been an important part of her life.

“As a small child I would go to church [in the US south] with 
Miss Lottie and her children. What a sight that must have been 
– a red-headed white girl in an all black church!” says Trish.

“As I look back, I realise that I must have stuck out, but it was 
one place that I felt accepted and was no different from any-
one else. Age didn’t matter, gender didn’t matter, race didn’t 
matter: all that mattered was the song and the joy within it.”

When Trish arrived in Australia 10 years ago, she missed sing-
ing with others. “My dogs enjoyed singing with me, but the 
harmony wasn’t quite right!” she says. She spotted an ad for 
The Joyful Noise and decided to give it a try.

“What a blessing! From there I also joined Crowd Around. 
These two groups have given me community, and also re-
stored a confidence that had been hidden.”

A little over a year ago, the Katoomba Neighbourhood Centre 
was looking for people interested in a daytime senior’s choir. 
Trish went along to join the singing, but was roped in to lead-
ing the group. “From there, the Vocal Locals have become an 
important part of my life,” she says. “We are a very informal 
group, with no expectations. We simply sing for joy, for life 
and sing for health.”

Springwood Chorus formed with the support of Aftercare as a 
result of the popularity of the Katoomba group.  
Margo Adelson, of Glenbrook Community Choir and the War-
rimoo Chorale, has followed a different path to community 
singing.

“My choral training, once I left Sydney University Musical 
Society, was with professional choirs like Philharmonia and 
the Motet Choir, Sydney Chamber Choir, Leonine Singers and 
Romanesca,” says Margo.

“Singing with community choirs is a very different process, 
and one which has taken me a long time to learn! It’s not as 
outcome-oriented as preparing for a recording or concert, dur-
ing which rehearsals are minimal and sight reading is crucial.

“The emphasis instead is on the sensation of singing, the 
release, the joy, the camaraderie, the sheer delight in creating 
harmony.

“Singing has been the high point of the week for friends of 
mine, often helping them in difficult situations, and through 
challenging life experiences.

“I know there are many Wednesday evenings when I’d rather 
snuggle up at home, but I always return from a rehearsal ener-
gised, renewed and optimistic!” Margo says.

Beverley Moreman, a member of Springwood’s Joyful Noise 
gospel choir, says: “Singing is all these things to me as well 
– the community feeling, the emotional release of the singing 
itself and the re-energised feeling afterwards – but the big plus 
for me in singing with The Joyful Noise is the emphasis on the 
pure joy and fun of singing.

“I have sung in other choirs where the emphasis has been on 
correct pitch and blend, but in this choir we still usually man-
age to achieve good pitch and blend without any pressure or 
stress – and we always have fun!”

Hazelbrook-based member of Crowd Around, Tom Bridges, 
was formerly choir master of Moo Choir as well as both the 
Sydney and Blue Mountains Trade Union Choirs. He thinks 
many people have a mental block when it comes to finding 
their voice.

“When people arrive at a community choir of mine for the first 

SINGING NEWS
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time, I will nearly always be told by the recruit that he or she 
‘can’t sing’,” says Tom. “And when I talk with others about 
my work, ‘I can’t sing’ is likewise heard again and again. From 
numerous conversations I’ve had with fellow community choir 
directors, this experience is common to them too.

“The personal narratives that follow draw on a standard cata-
logue of put-downs and discouragement in formative years, 
often by those who should know better, like school music 
teachers.

“Now, the ‘I can’t sing’ story can be countermanded by 
asking the person in question to sing Happy Birthday. It can 
be guaranteed that this is the one song in this culture that 
everyone knows.

“The Zimbabweans say it neatly with their proverb, ‘If you can 
walk you can dance; if you can talk you can sing’,” says Tom.

“Community choirs can inter alia provide an ideal setting for 
people to reclaim their birthright as musicians, to learn to use 
it co-operatively, and to experience its sometimes unexpected 
rewards.

“The potential extra-musical ramifications of such rewards 
should not be underestimated.”

Leader of Lawson’s Crowd Around and co-director of Moo 
Choir (Warrimoo), Kate Swadling, says choral and group 
singing is a truly communal event: “Impossible to achieve 
alone, and one that seems to satisfy a fundamental need for 
people to just be together.”

Kate finds working with a choir is a rewarding creative outlet. 
“It’s great for me to work on an arrangement with a group 
that I have either done or adapted. The total sound is so much 
greater than the individual parts,” she says.

“Of course it comes with many challenges.  A community choir 
that does not audition its members may have extremely different 

levels of musical competency, and personalities can make a big 
impact on the equilibrium of the group. However, after 21 years 
of running choirs and performing in smaller groups I still feel 
very lucky that this is how I can make a living.”

The Blue Mountains choral community is linked in unique 
ways, with members sometimes swapping between groups 
and sometimes belonging to more than one at a time. Larger 
group workshops bring the smaller groups together, and work 
and social ties link many of the choir directors.

One big event on the community’s calendar is the annual 
Blackheath Choir Festival, held over the last weekend of Au-
gust. Festival director Linda McLaughlin says “The Black-
heath Festival is not a competition – it’s all about the music. 

This is the friendliest choir festival in the world!”

Fast forward to Winter Magic 2011, and there I am: singing 
into an actual microphone for a packed audience of smiling 
people – flanked, thankfully, by three very talented friends – 
and loving every minute of it. How? I went with a friend to 
a singing workshop one weekend (there was no way I could 
have gone on my own) and loved the experience so much, we 
joined a local choir. The more I sang, the more I enjoyed it – 
and the more I enjoyed it, the more I sang. Community choirs 
gave me a place to find my voice without fear of embarrass-
ment, and the experience of harmonising with others contin-
ues to provide a natural high I seek out at every opportunity.

 Trish Adams’ thoughts sum up why many people who join 
community choirs remain involved in some form for the 
rest of their lives: “Singing is my medication,” says Trish. 
“Singing is a gift, both given and received. Singing is both an 
introduction and the following conversation. Singing is a joy 
and a blessing when shared.”

(reproduced with kind permission of the author, Katie 
McRobert, editor of The Mountains Blueberry)

Sing Dubbo
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Choirs
Monday
A Choired Taste, Glebe, led by David West-
more, 9716 7016
Bright Star Singers Ashfield, led by Mary-
Jane Field, 9090 2362
Ecopella. Blue Mountains,  Miguel Heat-
wole, 9810 4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
Glory Bound Groove Train. Petersham, led 
by Linda Calgaro, 9518 4135
Inner West Chamber Choir, Leichhardt, 
led by Rachelle Elliott. 9797 1917. info@
innerwestchoir.com.
Intonations. Manly, Karen Smith, (0415) 221 
113, karensmith@artsconnect.com.au
Martenitsa. Ultimo, led by Mara and Llew 
Kiek, 47514910 
People’s Chorus. Newcastle, led by Rod 
Noble, 49 623432
Unaccompanied Baggage. North Sydney, 
led by Stuart Davis, singup@optusnet.com.au
Voiceworks, Katoomba, ledby Rachel Hore 
4759 2456, rachelhore@ozemail.com
Tuesday
Cantorion, Neutral Bay, led by David West-
more, 9716 7016
Ecopella. Illawarra area (alternate Tuesdays), 
led by Miguel Heatwole 9810 4601, mheat-
wole@bigpond.com 
Roc Lawson, led by Rachel Hore, 47592456, 
rachelhore@ozemail.com
The Honeybees. East Sydney, led by Dynes 
Austin. Contact Jenny Jackson, 9816 4577 
lindsayandjenny@hotmail.com 
Sydney Trade Union Choir Sydney City, 
contact Nola Cooper 9587 1165 - Nola.Coo-
per3@three.com.au
Songs Next Door, Seaview Street, Dulwich 
Hill, meets weekly at Sea View Hall, Seaview 
St, Dulwich Hill. 12.30pm. (Seniors mostly) 
Contact Allan 9520 6180
Wednesday
Choralation. Abbotsford (school terms), 
Margaret Grove mggrove@optusnet.com.au 
Ecopella. Erskineville, led by Miguel Heat-
wole, 9810 4601 mheatwole@bigpond.com
The Heathens. Blackheath, day time  2pm- 
4pm. Led by Chris Wheeler 4787 5725 
chriswheelersanddealers.com.au
NoteTonight, Josephine. Glebe, led by 
David Westmore, 9716 7016
The Spots. Christina Mimmocchi, Randwick 
0410 682 061
The Sydney Welsh Choir, men and women. 
Meet on Wednesday evenings at Concord Bap-
tist Church hall. 7pm - 9pm. 20 + performanc-
es p.a. Contact MD Viv 4739 0384, taffy@pnc.
com.au. President Clive 9997 2019.
Thursday
Bouddi Voice. Kincumber (school terms), led 
by C & C Sainsbury, contact 43 683270
Chorella Community Choir. Richmond, con-
tact Ellen 4578 2975 

folk contacts
Cleftomaniacs. Waterloo, led by Gary Smith, 
garys7@optushome.com.au 
Solidarity Choir. Erskinville, Cathy Rytmeis-
ter, 0438 683 867, crytmeister@bigpond.com
Friday
Mudlarks, women’s a cappella choir. Wood-
ford. Led by Alison Jones 4759 2880
Pacopezants. Balkan Choir Fri 4pm, Katoomba. 
June 4782 1554. junerose12@gmail.com
The Sydney Street Choir. CBD, led by Peter 
Lehner 0425 268 771
Sunday
Blue Mountains Trade Union Choir. Upper 
Mts., contact Kate 47 82 5529.

Dance 
Monday
Bush Music Club Dance Workshop. Begin-
ners, experienced, 7.30pm, Pennant Hills
Community Centre, downstairs. Except Jan. 
and public holidays. Felicity 9456 2860
International Folk Dancing. School term, 
Earlwood Senior Citizens Ctr, 362 Homer St 
10am-12pm. Debbie 4294 1363 0427 315 245
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners, 
with ‘Scots on the Rocks’, Fort St Public 
School, Observatory Hill, Sydney, 6.30-
7.30pm. Nea 9994 7110, Lynn 9268 1246, SC 
Dancers@netspace.net.au, www.rscds.org.au
Belly Dance, basic/beginners 7pm, choreog-
raphy 8pm, Girraween Hall, 17 Tungarra Rd. 
Vera Myronenko 9665 9713
Tuesday
Blue Mountains Scottish Country 
Dancers  Catholic Church Hall, 7-9pm, 
Wentworth St, $3 Verley Kelliher, 4787 5968, 
kelliher@lisp.com.au Carol Gardner 4751 
6073/a.c.gardner@bigpond.com
Greek Folk Dance Class. Mytilenean 
House, 225 Canterbury Rd, Canterbury  
7.30pm - 9pm. Vas Aligiannis, 0407 081 
875, greekdancer@aoptusnet.com.au 
Hungarian Dance Class. Ultimo, 
8pm -10pm. Gary Dawson 9559 4485. 
garydawson@ozemail.com.au
English Country Dancing, Sydney. 
Playford Dance Group. Occasionally at 
Lidcombe. TBA. Patricia 9649 6978 or Mike 
or Ros on 9929 8193 
Scottish Country Dancing. St John’s 
Uniting Church Hall, Coonanbarra Rd, 
Wahroonga, 7.30pm-10.30pm. All welcome. 
Catherine Bonner 9489 5027
Scottish Country Dancing Fort Street 
School, Observatory Hill, City. 6pm to 8pm 
Nea MacCulloch 9904 1358(a/h) or Lynn 
8244 9618(w)
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group. 
International Dancing, Gymea Bay Scout 
Hall, June Place, 7.30pm-9pm. Kaye 
Laurendet 9528 4813
Turkish Dance Class. Lidcombe 
Community Centre, 8pm-10pm. Yusuf Nidai 
9646 1166

Ukrainian (Cossack) Dancing Class for 
fit and energetic young people (16-23yrs), 
7.30 pm to 10.00 pm. Ukrainian Hall 59 
Joseph Street, Lidcombe. Jaros Iwanec 9817 
7991, jarosiwanec@optusnet.com.au /www.
veselka.com.au
International Folk Dance class - Open 
Door, Georges Hall Senior Citizens, 
Birdwood Rd, 11.30am-12.30pm. Gabrielle 
9728 7466, gabybaby@optusnet.com.au
“The Dance Buffet”, wide variety taught, 
Liverpool City Pipe Band Hall, Woodward 
Park (next to Whitlam Centre), Memorial 
Ave, 7.30-9.30pm. $8 ($5 conc). Nicholai 
9822 7524, mob 0407 178 228.
Wednesday
Albion Fair, North-West Morris Dancing 
Lilyfield Community Centre, Cecily and 
O’Neill Sts, 7.45pm. Angie Milce 9817 3529
Australian Heritage Dancers. 
Annandale Neighbourhood Centre, 79 
Johnston St, 8pm -10pm. Jim Young 
9412 3721 jayoung3@bigpond.net.au - 
australianheritagedancers.org.au
Balmoral Scottish Country Dance Group 
Seniors’ Centre, Mosman Square, Mosman 
7pm - 9.15pm. Nell Morgan 9981 4769.
Epping Scottish Country Dance Club 
St Aidan’s Church Hall, Downing St, 
7.30pm-10pm. All levels welcome. Clare 
Haack 9484 5947 clare_kirton@hotmail.com
Gosford Scottish Country Dance Society 
7pm-10pm, Church of Christ, Henry Parry 
Drive, Wyoming. Cecily Cork 4384 3527, 
Jan McCudden 4329 5537
Greek Folk Dance Class. PCYC 
Marrickville, 531 Illawarra Road, 
Marrickville. 7.30pm - 9pm. Vas 
Aligiannis 0407 081 875 (02) 9708 0801, 
greekdancer@optusnet.com.au
International Folk Dancing for Older 
Women. School terms only, 9am-
10am beginners, 10am-11am advanced. 
Bankstown Older Women’s Wellness Centre, 
Police and Community Youth Club, cnr 
Meredith St and French Ave. Gabrielle 9728 
7466, Alita 9798 9269
Irish Set Dance class, Irish Gaelic Club, 
64 Devonshire St, Surry Hills. 8pm-9.30pm. 
Alarna 0401 167 910.
Sutherland Shire Bush Dance Group. 
Uniting Church, 4 Gosport St, Cronulla, 
7.30pm-10pm. $3. Beginners most welcome. 
Partners not necessary. Mike 9520 2859
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group 
International dancing, Como Guides Hall, 
cnr Warraba & Mulyan Sts, Como West  
9.30am, - 11am  & 11.30am - 12.30pm. 
Kaye 9528 4813, okaye@optusnet.com.au
Thursday
Blue Labyrinth World Dancers. Term time, 
7.30-9.30pm. Glenbrook Baptist Church 
Hall, King St. Jo Barrett 4739 6498 or 
Jeanette Mollenhauer 4739 0909
English Country Dancing for the Over 
55’s. American Contra + Beginners English, 
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folkus on folk
2MBS-FM 102.5MHz 

1pm - 2pm 1st & 3rd Sundays

Sunday 2nd September Paul Jackson and a 
selection of his all time favourites

Sunday 16th September, Gerry Myerson

Anyone with a CD that you would like 
to add to the library collection for 
consideration for airway please forward to:
Focus on Folk, Post Office Box A182, 
Sydney South 1235.

11.30am - 1pm. Advanced English 2pm-4pm. 
School for Seniors, Wesley Mission, 220 Pitt 
St. Sydney. (Opposite back of Hilton Hotel.) 
Roslyn 9263 5416
English Country Dancing. 1st & 3rd Thurs. 
Church by the Bridge hall (St John’s Angli-
can), Broughton St (cnr Bligh St), Kirribilli. 
Enter courtyard gate - hall is on right. 7.15-
9.15pm. Donations (optional), for the church 
or expenses. Please email Margaret Swait, so 
that you can be advised of schedule changes: 
MargaretTalbot@me.com
Blue Labyrinth International Folk Dance 
from 7pm, Baptist Church Hall, King St Glen-
brook. Jo Barrett 4739 6498
Greek Folk Dance Class. Mytilenian House, 
225 Canterbury , 7.30pm. (Vas Aligiannis, 
0407 081 875, greekdancer@optusnet.com.au
Sutherland Shire Folk Dance Group. 
International dancing. Scout Hall, June Place, 
Gymea Bay. 10am. Kaye 9528 4813 okaye@
optusnet.com.au
Sydney Irish Ceili Dancers. Kingsgrove 
Uniting Church Hall, 289A Kingsgrove Rd 
(cnr Moreton Avenue, Kingsgrove. Beginners 
to intermediate step dancing 6pm, advanced 
step dancing 7pm Set and ceili dancing 8pm-
10.30pm. Margaret and Bill Winnett 9150 
6765. email: wnntt@optusnet.com.au
Friday
Australian Colonial and Folk Dancers.  
Every Friday, Scouts/Guides Hall, Plympton 
Road, Carlingford,  (opposite Nth Carlingford 
shops). Anthony and Lisa 9873 4805. 
Greek Dancing. St Therapon Greek Ortho-
dox Parish (Church Hall) 323 Cumberland 
Highway, Thornleigh. Time: Juniors 6.30pm 
- 7.30pm (Callipe Group)
Pontian House. 15 Riverview Rd, Earlwood. 
Junior Class - 6.30pm - 7.30pm (Thalia 
junior group - 3yrs to 12 yrs. Class is free, 
Pontian only)
International Dancing. Sedenka Folk Danc-
ers, Rozelle Neighbourhood Centre, 665A 
Darling St Rozelle. 8pm-llpm, $3. Chris Wild 
9560 2910.
Scottish Country Dancing. Adult classes, 
beginners welcome, children 6.30pm 
-7.30pm, adults 8pm-10.30pm, Beecroft Pri-
mary School, $2. Sheena Caswell 9868 2075, 
Heather Dryburgh 9980 7978
Scottish Country Dancing. Caringbah 
Seniors Hall, 386 Port Hacking Rd, Car-
ingbah (rear Library), 8pm. Beginners/other 
levels. G. Milton 9524 4943, Erica Nimmo 
9520 4781
Saturday
Bush Music Club Bush Dances. Feb-Dec 
(not Easter), 8pm-12pm, $17/$14/$12 incl. 
supper, children to 12 free. Beecroft Commu-
nity Ctr 1st Sat, Helen 9626 7816; Balmain 
High School hall, Terry St, Rozelle, 3rd Sat, 
Don 9642 7949
Central Coast Bush Dance. Second Satur-
day, 7.30pm - 11.30pm,  East Gosford Progress 
Hall, Henry Parry Dr and Wells St, $15/$12.  
Beate 4323 3356. Robyn 4344 6484.
Scottish and Old Time Dance. Second 
Saturday. 8pm, Uniting Church, 9am-11am 
Bay St, Rockdale. $3 incl. supper. Chris 
Thom 9587 9966.

Scottish and Old Time Dancing Orkney 
and Shetland Assoc. 3rd Sat, 8pm-11 pm. 
St David’s Hall, Dalhousie St, Haberfield. 
$3 inc. supper. Visitors most welcome. Jean 
Cooney 9874 5570.
Macedonian Dance Class Rockdale. 
6.30pm-8.30pm, $5. Y Kaporis 0412 861 180
Mortdale Scottish Dancers Learners Night 
(for learners and experienced), 7.30- 9.30pm. 
Pensioners Welfare Club Hall, 76 Pitt Street, 
Mortdale. Pam Jehan 9580 8564.
Linnéa Swedish FolkdancersEstonian 
House, 141 Campbell St, Surry Hills. New 
members welcome. For times contact 
Graeme Traves 9874 4194, linneafolk@
hotmail.com
Medieval Miscellany (Medieval Dancing). 
All Saints Parish House, cnr Oxford and 
Cromwell Sts, New Lambton. Saturdays, 
3.30pm-5.30pm. $10. Dianne 4936 6220

Music in Concert 
Tuesday
The Screw Soapers Guild - Writers Present-
ers & Listeners Group 4th Tues, 7.30pm, 
stories, poems, songs & conversation. Albert 
9600 7153, DermottRyder@bigpond.com, 
www.folkclub.com/folkodyssey/
Wednesday
Wisefolk Club. Last Wed in month, 11am-
2.30pm, Toongabbie Bowling Club, 12 Sta-
tion Rd, lunch at club bistro. Sonia 9621 2394 
Allen 9639 7494,
Thursday 
Sutherland Acoustic Night. 2nd Thurs con-
certs. All ages. Floor spots welcome. Enjoy 
friendly, sociable entertainment, support local 
talent. Jenny 9576 2301.
Friday
Hornsby Kuring-Gai Folk Club. 3rd Fri, 
8pm, Each month Beatrice Taylor Hall, rear 
Willow Park Community Centre, Edgeworth 
David Ave, Guest artist & floor spots, light 
supper provided BYO grog.  Barry Parks 
9807 9497 bpparks@tpg.com.au
lllawarra Folk Club. 1st Friday, Wollongong 
City Diggers Club, cnr Burelli & Church Sts, 
1300 887 034 www.illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Springwood Neighbourhood Centre Acous-
tic Club, or SNC Acoustic Club Regular folk 
nights 4th Fri (Feb-Nov), 8pm $7/$5 Spring-
wood Neighbourhood Centre, Macquarie Rd, 
Springwood. (next to Civic Centre).  Visitors 
and floor performers welcome. Mark Hand 
4721 4230 eternitynow@tadaust.org.au
Toongabbie Music Club. 2nd and 4th Fri 
8pm, Northmead Scout Hall, Whitehaven Rd, 
Northmead. Sessions always happen so bring 
instruments. Allen 9639 7494 allendavis@
iprimus.com.au. or Ray Pulis 9899 2102.
Saturday
Bluegrass & Traditional Country Music 
Society of Aust. 1st Sat, March-December 
Sydney get-together. Annandale Neighbour-
hood Centre, 79 Johnston St, Annandale. 
Band workshop 7pm, concert 8.15pm, jam-
ming all night. All welcome: $5/7. (02) 9456 
1090  www.bluegrass.org.au
lllawarra Folk Club. 3rd Sat, Wollongong 

City Diggers Club, cnr Burelli & Church Sts, 
1300 887 034 www.illawarrafolkclub.org.au 
Loaded Dog Folk Club. 4th Sat, Annandale 
Neighbourhood Centre, 79 Johnston St, 8pm. 
Sandra Nixon, 9358 4886, kxbears@ozemail.
com.au. www.theloadeddog.org.au
Macquarie Towns Music Club. 3rd 
Sat,7.30pm Alternates between concert 
(featuring guest artist + blackboard) & round 
robin jam sessions. St Peters Ed. Centre, 384 
Windsor St, Richmond. Lydia Bowen-Clare 
4576 0521 doozi-do-z@hotmail.com
The Shack. 1st Sat, 21st century original, 
contemp & trad. folk music at The Tramshed, 
1395a Pittwater Rd, Narrabeen 7:30. BYO 
drinks & nibblies. Rhonda (0416) 635 856 or 
Roxana rjarolimek@bigpond.com
Troubadour Folk Club. Central Coast, 4th 
Sat. 7pm CWA Hall, Woy Woy. (opp. Fisher-
man’s Wharf), The Boulevard, Woy Woy. 
$11/$9/$8. Floor spots available.includes light 
supper. Marilyn or Frank 4341 4060 or (0419) 
231 319
Fairlight Folk Acoustic Lounge. Four times 
a year, Feb, May, Aug, Nov (usually 1st 
Sat) 7.30pm. Quality live acoustic music in 
a comfortable, relaxed environment. After 
show - jam. BYO drinks and nibbles. Light 
refreshments available. William St Studios, 
Fairlight (Baptist Church down from Sydney 
Rd.) Rosie 9948 7993. fairlightfolk.com
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Item Reg Mem* Qty Total

NSW - State of Play (double CD snapshot of the 2008 NSW folk scene) $15 $10

The Songs of Henry Lawson (new songbook edition with 375 settings) $30 $25

The Songs of Chris Kempster (double CD) $25 $20

Postage & Packaging:  ($10 for book + up to 2 CD sets) ($3 for 1 CD set, $5 for 2 CD sets)

* Join the Folk Fed now and receive member’s discount.  See jam.org.au for membership form.                         Total:

I enclose my cheque/money order payable to: Folk Federation of NSW

Please charge my credit card: 

Card number:  __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __     (Expiry date:  ___ / ___ )

Name on card:  _____________________________    Signature:

Send with remittance & return address to: Folk Federation of NSW, PO Box A182, Sydney South NSW 1235

NSW - state of play Songs of Chris KempsterSongs of Henry Lawson

Cooma's WOW girl with the big X factor
Irish pop star Ronan Keating ran onto the stage to hug Vendulka Wichta 
for her X-Factor audition.

"Thank you,"he said, as 5,000 people in a packed audition hall rose to 
their feet.

The genial brogue was complimentary in every way, while the audi-
ence was captured by Vendulka's broad teenage smile and good manners.

Vendulka, from Cooma, is just 14 and is set to become the first singer 
so young to make it into the show's top 12 finalists - if she can make her 
way through an arduous singing bootcamp phase of the competition.

Playing her guitar, she sang her rendition of Blackbird; her voice of 
maturity much older than the girl who entered the greenroom wearing a 
green turtle backpack, colourful tights and sat shyly with her proud father 
and brother.

Former Spice Girl and a judge on the show, Mel B, said: "You've just 
upped the game in this competition for everyone.

Australian Idol winner Guy Sebastian said he was mesmerised by the 
performance and just wanted to see more.

"Choices you made were above your years,"said Natalie Bassingth-
waighte. Ï'm speechless".

"Wow, wow, wow, "said Keating.
"There are people in this world who can sing. Then there are people 

who can truly perform, sing - you tick all those boxes. You have the X 
factor.

Vendulka has performed with her brother in festivals around the south east (they first performed at the Cobargo Folk Festi-
val at a very early age).

She has had no formal training, ut now, after four votes from the judges has one massive opportunity.

By Simon Holt. (reprinted with permission from Cooma-Monaro Express.)
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$4.90
Vol.11 No.7
$4.90$4.90
Vol.11 No.7Vol.11 No.7

and

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

Now 80 Pages on full gloss paper in a new compact format!
 or Save on time and postage! also available digitally at 

www.tradandnow.com for only $2.90 or $27 for 12 months!
Available from your local newsagent (distributed by Wrapaway)

See our extensive range of over 2000 Australian traditional and contemporary 
folk, blues, roots, alternative and world music CDs, DVDs and books at 

www.tradandnow.com and at 120c Erina St, Gosford
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OUT NOW!
$4.90

Vol.11 No.4
$4.90$4.90

Vol.11 No.4Vol.11 No.4

and

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.com

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

$4.90
Vol.11 No.5

$4.90$4.90
Vol.11 No.5Vol.11 No.5

and

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.com

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

$4.90
Vol.11 No.6
$4.90$4.90
Vol.11 No.6Vol.11 No.6

and

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

$4.90
uary 2012

Vol.11 No.1

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

$$4.90$4.90
uary 2012uary 2012

Vol.11 No.1Vol.11 No.1

and

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.com

$4.90
February 2012

Vol.11 No.2

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine

$$4.90$4.90
FebFebruary 2012ruary 2012

Vol.11 No.2Vol.11 No.2

and

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.com

$4.90
March 2012

Vol.11 No.3

$$4.90$4.90
MarMarrrch 2012cch cch 2012

Vol.11 No.3Vol.11 No.3

and

News, reviews and information on traditional and contemporary music, 
dance and poetry as well as reports on live performances and festivals.

www.tradandnow.com

Australia’s No.1 monthly traditional and contemporary folk, 
blues, roots, alternative, bluegrass and world music magazine
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Sadly, I’ve not managed to see Maggie Boyle many times in 
the ten or so visits I’ve made to England over the last 30 odd 
years. I first heard her sing just a couple of songs at Whitby 
with Steve Tilson in 1992 at a memorial concert for Peter 
Bellamy who had died the previous year. And I didn’t really 
hear her again until 2012 – again at Whitby with her acapella 
group, Grace Notes. And I’d seen her a month earlier  at the 
Warwick Folk Festival where she was performing in a Mick 
Ryan folk opera about the poor houses in England. And then 
once more, briefly, at her home folk club – Bacca Pipes in 
Keighley. She has an amazingly warm voice, with the most 
delicate way with grace notes, and is altogether a most 
charming person. 

I learned through Facebook that Maggie had started on her 
Kitchen Songs Project, the idea for which has been brewing 
for a number of years. Maggie had been travelling to visit 
friends and relations, recording songs and chatting with them, 
with a loose plan for a CD. Over time, she found she was 
focusing predominantly on songwriters, & so decided to con-
centrate on this area of interest and to convert the project into 
a web production. She says it’s “very much a personal jour-
ney, visiting people that I have come to know in the course 
of my musical life” but if you take in some of the videoed 
interviews on the web, you’ll find it much more than that. 

So with David Crickmore of BBC Radio Leeds behind the re-
cording gear, Maggie set off to the homes of many songwrit-
ers and the interviews were mostly conducted in the kitchens 
with a tea pot evident in the clip somewhere. Maggie says, 
these “these hubs of domesticity are the most natural and 
traditional places to encourage a relaxed sharing of music and 
ideas”.

The subjects of Maggie’s interviews range from the very 
famous to some that will not be familiar in Australia; in 
different ways, they all have affected Maggie’s attitude to 
contemporary song - and to what a traditional singer, such as 
myself, should regard as suitable material to include in their 
repertoire.

Maggie talks to them about their work, they perform some of 
their music, and Maggie joins them for a song or two and it’s 
altogether a most delightful and engaging experience. http://
www.kitchensongs.org.uk/

It is intended that the project will continue and develop, to 
include songs and stories of later generations of songwriters - 
and those from further afield.

Some of the interviewees:

Pete Coe is a folk powerhouse - he’s been singing, playing, 
dancing and enthralling for decades; and generally promoting 
folk music. His writing is sporadic but powerful.

Mick Ryan is a fine songwriter, leaning strongly towards the 
traditional idiom in terms of style. He has written many folk 
musicals with historical storylines, but always connecting 
with contemporary themes. He is also a very strong tradi-
tional singer..

Ray Hearne who marries his traditional Irish background 
with his love of songwriting and poetry. 

Jez Lowe has been touring for over three decades, his mate-
rial referring - in the main - the people and places surround-
ing his birthplace in Co. Durham. He is a major contributor to 
the BBC Radio Ballads.

Will Kaufman is a major exponent of Woody’s work, and a 
noted authority on the life and music of the great man. In this 
year of Woody’s Centenary find out more about the man who, 
directly or indirectly, influenced nearly all of the songwriters 
I have interviewed to date.

Maggie will interview performers in her kitchen at Whitby 
Folk Week (late August) so we can expect lots more lovely 
chat and music will be available for viewing at the website by 
mid-September.

Margaret Walters

the Kitchen Songs Project 
and Maggie Boyle


