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focus on folk  
2MBS-FM 102.5MHz  6PM   Saturday

In co-operation with 2MBS-FM, Sydney’s first FM community 
radio station operating on 102.5 MHz, Folk Federation brings 
you an hour of folk music at 6PM on 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
each month.

Anyone with a CD that you would like to add to the library collection for 
consideration for airway please forward to 
Focus on Folk, Post Office Box A182, Sydney South 1235.

Saturday 11th July Carole Garland will make a entertaining 
selection from her UK and Australian CDs
Saturday 25th July Gerry Myerson will entertain us with a 
selection from his huge range of CDs and LPs

Folk Trax
Henk de Weerd is overseas at present and we all hope he is 
enjoying himself  - Folk Trax is operating as usual. 

 cd reviews The Green Fields of America
Compass 7 4495 2 (Planet 
Co.)

The Green Fields of America, 
formed as long ago as 1978 by 
musicologist Mick Moloney, has 
always had an impressive line-up, 
currently Robbie O’Connell on 
guitar, Mick Moloney on banjo and 
mandolin, Billy McComiskey on 

button accordion, Athena Tergis on fiddle and John Doyle on guitar 
and bouzouki.  On this album the group is augmented by guest 
artists including accordionist Brendan Dolan, uillean pipe players 
Ivan Goff and Jerry O’Sullivan, and fiddler Bruce Molsky.  The 
group, formed to promote fine Irish-American music, has toured 
extensively to bring together the vocal, instrumental and dance 
traditions.  Apparently their live shows are something to behold.

There’s a generous serving of songs, reels, jigs and even barn 
dances here, all played and sung with the ease, dexterity and 
authority that come with many years of experience.  The songs, 
ably sung by Robbie or Mick, include the emigration ballads The 
Rambling Irishman and Across The Western Ocean, Robbie’s 
own Islander’s Lament inspired by a visit to the beautiful Blasket 
Islands off the coast of Kerry, Stephen Foster’s The Glendy Burke, 
Irish street ballad Down By the Tanyard Slide, as well as The 
Bonnie Irish Boy and the famous The Catalpa.  The instrumentals 
originate from far and wide, from Ireland to the American 
Appalachians and include tunes by Turlough O’Carolan, Brendan 
Mulvihill, Paddy Fahey and Percy Grainger.  Extensive research 
has been done in selecting the material here, and interesting 
explanatory notes have been included.

Double Play
Liz Carroll & John Doyle
Compass 7 4502 2 (Planet Co.)

Fiddler Liz Carroll and guitarist John 
Doyle have been playing together for 
a long time, including appearances in 
the Irish-American group Green Fields 
of America.  They played together for 
President Obama on St Patrick’s Day 
2009.

On this follow-up to their “In Play” 
of 2005 they strut their stuff alongside 

percussionist Kenny Malone and organist John R. Burr, in an 
exhilarating display of Irish traditional and original songs and 
instrumentals.  The sound is remarkably full despite the few 
instruments, and Doyle’s fine voice is in good form.

The instrumentals range from fiery sets like Carroll’s The 
Chandelier/Anne Lacey’s to more lilting numbers like the 
traditional Castle Kelly/Galway Rambler to slow laments like 
Carroll’s Lament for Tommy Makem.  The songs include a sweet 
ballad Down At The Wakehouse and a song of oppression and 
injustice A Pound A Week Rise.

Carroll’s solo “Lake Effect” of 2002 was a disappointment 
from a melodic invention perspective, and although some original 
compositions here may also sound a little contrived or less earthy 
than traditional ones, there is still a variety of fine melodies overall.  
Importantly, they are lifted by infectious camaraderie, sheer 
professionalism, good fun and a true Irish spirit.  An enjoyable 
experience.

FOLK JAM Every Thursday 2-4pm 
on 2ssr fm 99.7 http://folkjamau.googlepages.com/home 
folkjamau@gmail.com  Anyone with a cd who would like it aired 
and added to the stations library can send it to 
FOLK JAM c/ Station Manager 
Post Office Box 997, Sutherland NSW 1499 www.2ssr.com.au

a light-hearted acoustic concert with 14 instrumentalists & singers
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Loosely Woven

Info: Wayne Richmond  9939 8802  wayne@humph.org  looselywoven.org

2pm, Sun 19th July 2009
Humph Hall

85 Allambie Road,  Allambie Heights

2pm, Sat 11th July 2009
St Davids Uniting Church

St Davids Ave, Dee Why (next to police station)

4pm, Sun 12th July 2009
Avalon Baptist Peace Church

2 George Street,  Avalon

2pm, Sun 5th July 2009
Blackheath Uniting Church

Govett’s Leap Road,  Blackheath

2pm, Sat 18th July 2009
St Andrews Uniting Church

Chisholm & Vernon Sts,  Sth Turramurra

By Julius Timmerman
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Saturday 25th July 2009
8pm to Midnight

Granville Town Hall
(Carlton Street, Granville)

Come and enjoy an evening of Contra dancing to the music 
on ‘Pastrami On Rybuck’ as they celebrate 31 years of 
traditional music.
All dancers taught and called by Julie Bishop.
Experienced dancers, learners and first timers all welcome!
$17 Adults
$14 Concession (students, pensioners, Folk Federation, 
Bush Music Club and affiliated groups)
(children under 18 accompanied by an adult are free.)
Good supper included
In 2009 the Royal Flying Doctor Service celebrates 81 years of 
service.
Come and support this worthwhile cause and have a great 
time.

More information
John (02) 9623 7551
Leila (02) 9896 8992 

in aid of The Royal Flying Doctor Service of Australia, South 
Eastern Section.




